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Always Seeing God 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Everything requires qualification. This Krishna 
consciousness movement is meant for qualifying you 
to see God twenty-four hours a day. This is the sum 
and substance of Krishna consciousness. If you learn 
this art, then you will see God twenty-four hours a 
day, without any stop. A yogi means that. Yogi does 
not mean to play some magic. Magicians can also play 
magic. A devotee is not interested to show any magic, 
but he is interested to see the supreme magician who 
is performing so much magic. The yogis, they are 
thinking, “If I can do some magic, then so many people 
will applaud, and that is my success.” But a devotee 
doesn’t want anything. A devotee only wants to see 
who is behind the magic, the supreme magician. 0 

— From a lecture in New Orleans on 31 July 1975 . 

Hear and Distribute 
Srimad Bhagavatam 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

The Supreme Lord descends in the form of 
bhagavata-katha. The bhakta-bhagavata speaks 
bhagavata. He is the embodiment of bhagavata. 
We hear this word “ bhagavata ” in two places — 
grantha-bhagavata and bhakta-bhagavata — the 
book bhagavata and the devotee bhagavata. The 
Supreme Lord gives bhakti-rasa through these two 
bhagavatas. Caitanya-caritamrta (adi 1 TOO) states: 
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His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


dui bhagavata dvara diya bhakti-rasa 
tahhara hrdaye tahra preme haya vasa 

Through the grantha-bhagavata and bhakta- 
bhagavatathe Lord gives prema. Krishna becomes 
bound up by prema-bhakti, bhakti-rasa, the 
mellow of bhakti. Therefore the bhagavata- 
grantha has its mercy. Sn Caitanya-caritamrta 
(madhya 20.120) says: 

sadhu-sdstra-krpdya yadi krsnonmukha haya 
seijiva taraye, maya tahare chadaya 

If the conditioned soul becomes Krishna conscious 
by the mercy of saintly persons and the mercy of 
sastra , he is then liberated from the clutches of 
maya , who gives him up. 

If some jlva is fortunate, he gets the mercy of 
sadhu and sastra. Sastra has krpa, mercy. It is not 
a mere book. The Bhagavata is as good as Krishna 
— krsna-tulya bhagavata [ Cc. madhya 24.318]. 
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If someone thinks it is a mere book then he commits 
an aparadha. He is a mleccha, yavana , a great 
offender. He must be punished by Yamaraj life after 
life. We should not think that it is just a book. No. It 
has krpa. Sadhu-sastra-krpd sadhu has krpa and 
sastrahas krpa. Especially bhdgavata-sdstra has krpa. 

If by the mercy of sadhu and sastra someone 
develops Krishna consciousness, they will be 
free from the clutches of maya. This is why Srila 
Prabhupada stresses book distribution. If someone 
distributes this bhagavata , if someone takes it, even 
if they don’t read it, if they only keep it in their 
house, still they will get mercy. The day will come 
when he will get mercy. We give the example of 
the ass. The ass is beast of burden carrying a heavy 
load of big logs of wood. His master gives him 
lashes, “You must carry this!” In the course of his 
labor, sometimes he carries a log of sandalwood. 
Sandalwood has a nice scent which touches the 
nostrils of the ass. He then thinks, “Oh, my life is 
successful today; I am carrying such a nice scented 
thing.” A similar thing is there with the bhagavata. 
When you distribute the bhagavata in Western 
countries, materialistic persons don’t know the 
glory of the bhagavata. They are very interested to 
read fiction stories, novels, sexual topics between a 
girl and boy. They don’t know what the bhagavata 
is. Still you go and push, push, push: “Take one! 
Take one! Take one! Give some dollars, all right.” 
A vaisnava showers mercy thereby. “He took a 
bhagavata. 'It is very cheap, sir. Please take it.’” 

“All right,” and he takes it. 

If you give a necklace of pearls to a monkey, what 
will he do with it? A monkey will bite it, “Oh yes, 
this is nice food I can eat”, and then he throws it. 
Western people sometimes throw the book in the 
garbage. But if he doesn’t throw it into the garbage, 
if he keeps it in the house, then he will get mercy. 
Sooner or later a day will come, just as the ass 
smells the nice scent of sandalwood he is carrying, 
similarly such a person will get mercy, “What kind 
of book have I purchased?” He opens a page and 
is astonished, “Oh!” Because it is nigama-kalpa- 
tarorgalita-phala — “the most ripened, sweetest, 
nectarean juicy fruit of the Vedic tree.” [Bhag. 1.1.3] 
It is not an ordinary book. “Oh, so sweet!” Getting 
mercy, either he or his son can taste the sweetness 
of that book. Or suppose he cannot taste it, and the 
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book lays around his apartment or room. One day 
his son will say, “Oh, my father has brought some 
book. Let me read it.” Then he will get some mercy. 

If some fortunate jtva gets the mercy of sadhu 
and sastra, he develops Krishna consciousness. 
He will be free from the cluches of maya and he 
will be delivered. Such benefit and mercy is there. 
Therefore bhagavata-sravana , hearing Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam, is a daily activity. The day you have 
not heard the bhagavata is a very bad day. 0 

— From a lecture in Romford, England. 3 August, 1994. 

The Glories of Raising a Flag 
over the Lord’s Temple 

Adapted from Narada Purana, 

Canto 1 chapter 20 

In Satya-yuga there was a king named Sumati of the 
lunar dynasty. He was a great devotee of Lord Hah, being 
always absorbed in the Lord’s worship and the narrations 
of his pastimes. He was very pious and truthful and he 
happily engaged in the service of the vaisnavas. 

Sumati’s queen was named Satyamati. She was very 
chaste and endowed with all auspicious characteristics. 
Both the husband and wife were able to remember their 
past lives. Together they would worship Lord Hari. On 
every dvadast the king would place a nice flag atop 
the temple of Lord Vishnu. Knowing of King Sumati’s 
reputation as a very pious devotee, the sage Vibhandaka 
came to visit him along with a group of his disciples. 
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Upon hearing of the arrival of the sage, the king 
and queen went out of the city to greet him, taking 
extensive paraphernalia for his worship. Finally, 
after the sage was seated comfortably, King Sumati 
took a lower seat and said, “I am very happy 
because of your visit. Good men always greatly 
praise the arrival of a saintly personality. 

yatra sydn mahatdrh prema tatra syuh sarva-sampadah 
tejah klrtir dhanam putra iti prahur vipascitah 

Learned men say that all riches are where great men 
offer their affection. Brilliance, fame, wealth, and 
progeny also abide there. (Text 18) 

tatra vrddhim upayanti sreyamsyat udinam mune 
yatra santah prakurvanti mahatlm karunarh prabho 

O holy sage, all good fortune and welfare flourish 
day by day where good men bestow their great 
mercy. (Text 19) 

yo murdhni dharayed brahman mahatpdda-jalarh rajah 
sa snatah sarva-tirthesu punyatma natra samsayah 

There is no doubt that he who wears on his head the 
dust and water that has washed the feet of great men 
is a meritorious soul. He has the benefit of bathing 
in all sacred rivers. (Text 20) 

“O learned brahmin, my wife, sons, riches and 
whatever else I have are dedicated for your service. 
Please tell me what can I do to serve you.” 

Being very satisfied by the king’s humility, the 
sage fondly stroked him with his hand and said, 
“O king, your actions and words are just befitting 
your exalted lineage. It is humility alone that 
awards one the four purusarthas — dharma, 
artha, kama and moksa — virtue, wealth, 
enjoyment and liberation. What is difficult to 
attain for noble souls such as you?” 

“I wish to ask one thing of 
you. Of the many practices that 
are pleasing to Lord Vishnu, 
you have chosen to engage in 
the installation of a flag atop the 
temple as your main method of 
worship. Your wife also simply 
engages in dancing before the 
deity in the temple. Why is this? 

Kindly explain it to me.” 

Maharaja Sumati said, 

“Formerly, I was an evil- 
minded sudra named Malini. I 
hated righteousness, constantly 


criticized others, and acted in a way to cause others 
harm. Among other sinful acts, I used to plunder 
the wealth of temples and kill cows and brahmins. 
My speech was always harsh and I passed my time 
dallying with prostitutes. 

“After some time, my kinsmen rejected me, so 
I went to live in the forest where I ate the meat 
of deer and other animals and robbed whatever 
wayfarers came my way. It was a miserable life, 
isolated from society. One very hot summer day, 
when I was famished and thirsty, I came across an 
old, dilapidated temple of Lord Vishnu. Nearby was 
a lake teeming with swans and ducks. I drank the 
cool water and ate some fruit from the trees on the 
shore. In this way, I became refreshed and began 
to reside in that old, broken-down temple. 

“Gradually, I repaired the temple by using pieces 
of wood and putting back the stones that had fallen. I 
kept it clean by sweeping the area daily. In this way, I 
continued living the life of a hunter, killing animals for 
my subsistence. I went on in this way for twenty years. 

“One day, a Nishada lady happened to come 
there. She was from the land adjoining the 
Vindhya mountains. Her name was Avakokila and 
she had also been abandoned by her kinsmen. 
Like me, she was also miserable and emaciated. 
Upon seeing her, I felt sympathy and so I gave 
her water, fruit, and freshly killed meat. After 
being refreshed, she inquired from me about 
my life and told me about hers. She had been 
rejected by her family because she was unchaste, 
a thief, and was always maligning others. Still, 
her husband continued to maintain her, until one 


Jagannath’s Flag 

A famous poem in Oriya states: 
nilacakra ho! 

dekha uduchi band, patita-pavana namati yd ’ra nan 
asa dsa bollpdtakl-mdnaku daku-achipara sahgata and 

O Nilachakra! [The Sudarshan Chakra on the roof of the Puri temple 
is called Nilachakra.] Just see the fluttering flag of Lord Jagannath 
next to you. Being non-different from Lord Jagannath, that flag is also 
known as patita-pavana , since those whose are not allowed inside 
the temple can get the benefit of seeing the Lord by its darsana. In 
fact, by its fluttering it seems to be calling all fallen people to come 
together and get the mercy of Lord Jagannath. 0 
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Flags over the Jagannath Temple in Puri 

day he died. Ever since that time she had been 
wandering in the forest until she one day came 
to where I was staying. 

“Thereafter, we remained together as husband and 
wife, living in that temple and subsisting upon fruit 
and meat. Then, one night, after becoming intoxicated 
by drinking wine, we began to dance in the temple, 
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blissfully unconcerned about our condition. At that 
time, as the result of our past fruitive activities, the 
duration of both of our lives came to an end. 

“As we were absorbed in dancing, the terrible 
servants of Yamaraja appeared upon the scene with 
their nooses prepared to take us to hell for terrible 
punishment. However, just at that time, being 
pleased by our service of cleaning his temple, Lord 
Vishnu sent his servants to protect us. These four¬ 
armed Vishnudutas, who were splendorous like 
the sun, forbade the Yamadutas from binding us. 

“An argument then took place between the 
Vishnudutas and the Yamadutas. The Yamadutas 
considered us to be great sinners and thus liable 
for punishment in hell. The Vishnudutas refuted 
this, however, pointing out that we had become 
freed from all sins by rendering service to the Lord. 

“The Vishnudutas said, 'At the time of death, 
this woman was dancing before the deity of Lord 
Vishnu and this man had just installed a flag atop 
the temple. Because of this, they became absolved 
of all sins. Simply by chanting the holy name of the 
Lord, or even by hearing it, at the time of death, 
one attains the Lord’s abode in the spiritual sky. 
What then can be said of those who engage in the 
Lord’s service? These two have been cleansing the 
temple of the Lord and repairing it. How then can 
they deserve to experience the torments of hell?’ 

“After saying this, the Vishnudutas cut our bonds 
and took us in celestial chariots to the abode of Lord 
Vishnu within this material world. [For more about 
Lord Vishnu’s planet in this material world, see the 
article “The Mouse, the Lamp and the Queen” in 
Bindu issue 187.] There, we attained the association 
of the Lord (samipya-mukti ). After enjoying divine 
pleasures there for a very long time, we were again 
born here on earth.” 

King Sumati concluded his narration to the sage 
Vibhandaka by saying, “By rendering service to 
the Lord, without desiring anything in return, we 
attained this wonderful result.” 

After hearing all this, the sage praised King Sumati 
highly and then returned to his ashram. 0 
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Pleasing Krishna Practically 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Regarding your questions, your first question was: 
Should a devotee always speak the truth to everyone 
in all circumstances? The answer is yes. One should 
always speak the truth. But a qualified devotee will 
be able to speak the truth very palatably to everyone 
so that it will sound pleasing even to his enemy. That 
is the art of speaking the truth. We must speak the 
truth to all people, but how you say it is another thing, 
satyarh bruyat, priyam bruyat. When you become 
a little more experienced in Krishna consciousness 
by preaching, and if you are sincere and serious to 
make progress in spiritual understanding, you need 
not have to worry yourself further, because the truth 
will always be spoken by you in the proper manner. 
Krishna will give you that intelligence; you need not 
be concerned for it. Simply try to please him always 
by your sincere service and chanting. That’s all. 

Of course, for doing business with businessmen 
you have to lie. Just like Krishna himself, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, sometimes he 
also had to also fabricate something in emergency 
situations. Although he promised not to interfere 
in the battle of Kurukshetra, he was forced to 
break his promise just to save his pure devotee. So 
there is no prohibition that one shall never tell lie, 
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His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
because for business of carrying our propaganda 
work sometimes it may be necessary to lie. Krishna 
consciousness means practical living, not something 
utopian or idealistic and vague. We simply do the 
needful, whatever pleases Krishna most. That’s all. 

Gradually you will understand what it means 
to please Krishna and what it means to displease 
Krishna. That you will learn by studying our books 
and by yourself engaging in practical devotional 
service. In material dealings there is always 
something undesirable, but even so, you cannot 
give up your occupation. Just like fire is very pure, 
but still there is some smoke. You cannot avoid it. 
All these things can be rectified when the result is 
offered to Krishna. Otherwise, even though you may 
do very honest business, it has no utility whatsoever. 

— Letter to Yajneshwar, 2 January 1972. 
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Preaching Boldly 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 

Question: How should we preach to ordinary 
people? 

Answer: Human beings carry a variety of diseases, 
and each needs to be treated individually. Unless 
the disease is properly diagnosed, proper treatment 
cannot be administered and the ailment will not be 
cured. A platform speaker cannot do much for most 
sick people. He can give only token relief. I have 
not found anyone sincerely interested in Krishna 
consciousness for forty years. Now, whoever comes 
to me is not interested in hearing hari-katha. They 
are not ready to give up their dependence on their 
own education and intelligence. In this world, people 
like to become popular; they do not like to inquire 
about the Absolute Truth. Those who claim to be 
religious preachers are busy trying to protect their own 
existence by flattering others. By speaking and hearing 
the tmth, one’s popularity is unlikely to be enhanced. 
Therefore, we are not interested in the sympathy or 
support of ordinary people who are averse to the Lord. 

Question: Should we boldly speak the truth? 

Answer: Without cheating anyone we should 
boldly speak the truth to everyone. If the truth 
is bitter or unpopular but bestows blessings on 
the living entities, we must speak it. This will not 
ultimately cause them anxiety. 

We ourselves should inquire about the Absolute 
Truth, and then we should try to understand how to 
help everyone else. Giving Krishna consciousness 
to others requires firm determination. Do not think 
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of saving only the people of the present age. Think 
of the people in all ages and all times. Teach about 
the most pleasant kingdom of Vaikuntha, the place 
from which no one ever returns to this material 
world. If you want to preach transcendence, it is 
vital that you yourself have taken shelter at the lotus 
feet of your spiritual master. 

Always serve the spiritual master who imparts to 
you transcendental knowledge. Even if you live at 
home instead of in the matha , we should all serve 
him together. We should also maintain the Lord and 
his devotees in opulent houses with comfortable 
atmospheres, and we ourselves should live in ordinary 
cottages. If we feed Krishna nicely, rather than 
enjoying things for ourselves, we will attain his mercy. 
Always remember that everything belongs to Krishna. 
Our lives will become successful only when we use 
everything in this world in his service. However, before 
preaching these instmctions we must live them. 

Unless we speak the truth boldly we cannot 
please guru and Gauranga. The more determined 
one is in devotional service, the bolder and more 
courageous he will be as a preacher. 

If I fail to speak the impartial truth because I might 
become unpopular, I have certainly abandoned 
the path of my disciplic succession and accepted 
an unauthorized path. In the end I will either find 
myself cheated or will become an atheist. 

Question: Why were the mathas established? 

Answer: The mathas were not established to 
favor ordinary people but to help pure devotees 
advance in spiritual life. We serve Lord Gauranga 
simply by performing sn-krsna-sahkirtana. The 
Bhagavatam verse (11.5.32) yajhaih sahkirtana 
pray air yajanti hi sumedhasah supports this idea. 
The example set by Shri Krishna’s Gaura pastimes is 
the only auspicious way to perfection for the jtvas. 

The mathas have not been established to please 
bhogis or tyagis. They have been established 
to preach pure devotional service. We receive 
blessings as we serve Hari by establishing mathas. 

Our intention is not to collect one or two rupees 
to benefit the matha. We should not be eager to 
take help from unscrupulous people. Rather, if we 
can benefit anyone by speaking the bold truth, then 
the matha’s purpose is served. 

People will often play tricks on us. We should 
consider such tricks as the Lord’s test. It is difficult 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu takes sannyasa from Keshava Bharati 


to cross beyond insurmountable maya unless we 
are greatly fortunate. Mayavadis and bhogts are 
both conditioned souls. By the mercy of Krishna’s 
devotees, persons who surrender to Hari can 
discriminate between good and bad, right and wrong. 
Know for certain that being drawn by the enjoying 
spirit, many people cannot realize the Absolute Truth. 

Question: Should we glorify Hari constantly? 

Answer: Mahaprabhu taught kirtamya sada harih , 
that we should always chant the holy name of Hari. The 
word “ sadd ’ leaves no room for interruption. Human 
beings have no work or duty other than to glorify Hari. 
Hari should be glorified even to birds and animals. We 
do not care if the ignorant call us mad or fools. We will 
constantly propagate hari-katha under the order and 
guidance of our spiritual master and Lord Gauranga. 

In order to hear mundane topics, people read daily 
newspapers and remain ever absorbed in worldly 
matters. Our proposition is to let everyone hear 
about Chaitanya Mahaprabhu every day. Let them 
discuss Chaitanya whenever they meet one another, 
and let them survive on the strength of these topics. 
Let there be nothing else discussed in this world. 


In order to keep the cultivation of Chaitanya and 
his instructions alive forever, we ourselves have to 
remain absorbed in caitanya-katha. At present, 
despite impediments put forth by materialists, we 
are spending large amounts of money to arrange 
for the constant glorification of Hari. 

This world’s senseless people suffer from a variety 
of anarthas and are intoxicated by material life. 
They are so intoxicated that they will do anything 
except to try to remedy their suffering. Instead, 
they use their time, money, and intelligence to 
hear mundane topics, thereby inviting their own 
ruination by worsening their diseased condition. 
It is as if they are eating improper food instead 
of healthy food. Finally, they will go to hell. But 
still they will not hear about Shri Chaitanya even a 
little. It is as if they have taken a vow to avoid the 
proper remedy. Nevertheless, despite the obstacles, 
Shri Chaitanya’s devotees regularly propagate the 
message of Shri Chaitanya throughout the world. • 

— From Amrta-vani — Nectar of Instructions for Immortality , 
Chapter 8. Touchstone Media. 2011. 
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Showing Goloka to the Vraja-vasis 

Some Points from the Commentaries on 
Srtmad Bhdgavatam 10.28.15 

Part Two: Spiritual Effulgence 

satyarhjhanam anantamyad brahma-jyotih sandtanam 
yad dhipasyanti munayo gunapaye samahitah 

Lord Krishna revealed the indestructible spiritual 
effulgence, which is unlimited, conscious, and 
eternal. When the consciousness of sages is free 
from the modes of material nature they see that 
spiritual existence in trance. ( Bhag. 10.28.15) 
Srila Sridhar Swami ( Bhdvdrtha-dTpikd ) 
Those who are covered with material bodies cannot 
see the spiritual world, and hence the Lord showed 
them his brahman form, which is devoid of any body. 
This is described in this verse starting with satyam. 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakura 
( Sdrdrtha-darsim ) — 

• The impersonal feature of the Lord is 
unobstructed, intelligent, unlimited, uninterrupted, 
effulgent, and eternal. It is perceived by the jhanis 
when they transcend the modes of material nature. 

• The flame of a lamp looks more beautiful because 
it is situated in the middle of darkness. Even though 
Vrindavan is of the form of the bliss of brahman , it’s 
sweetness is greater than that derived from brahman 
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because it is situated in the middle of the manifestation 
of maya , Thus, while referring to the impersonal aspect 
of the Lord, the previous verse said that the Lord showed 
the cowherd men his abode that is beyond the material 
realm. It did not say that the abode is situated in the 
material realm, because that only applies to Vrindavan. 

• Moreover, from the experience of the self- 
satisfied devotees headed by Srila Sukadev 
Goswami, it is understood that the personal feature 
of the Lord, which is always engaged in variegated 
pastimes, is far sweeter than the impersonal feature. 

• Even though the body of the Lord is all-pervading, 
still he appears in a humanlike form with limited 
dimensions. Although the Lord’s body is free from the 
six transformations (of birth, growth, staying, producing 
byproducts, dwindling, and death), the Lord takes birth, 
grows, and so on, just like an ordinary mortal. Even 
though the Lord’s body is free from the faults of urges 
and so on, the Lord appears to feel hunger and thirst. He 
perspires, feels fear and bewilderment, and sometimes 
is injured by weapons in battle. All this is because of 
his inconceivable, unlimited potency. 

• In the same way, even though Vrindavan pervades 
unlimited universes, as seen by Lord Brahma, still it 
appears to be limited. Vrindavan is eternal and free 
from faults, even though it contains humans, animals, 
birds, trees, and other living entities that experience 
hunger, thirst, birth, old age, and so on. Thus it is a 
shelter of unlimited wonders. (To be continued) 0 

— Translation by Bhakta Vinit from the Sanskrit given in Srimad- 
hhdgavata-mahd-purdnam with Multiple Commentaries , Canto 
10. Published by Shri Krishna Shankar Shastri, Sri Bhagavat 
Vidyapeeth, Gujarat. 

Etiquette of Speaking And Hearing 

Ndrada Parana 1.1.73-74 

naroyah sat-katha-madhye sambhasam kurute ‘nyatah 
sayati narakam ghoram tad ekagra-mana bhavet 

srota vakta ca viprendra esa dharmah sanatanah 
asamahita-cittas tu na janati hi kihcana 

The man who during a narration of the Lord’s 
pastimes talks about something else goes to a 
terrible hell. Thus, one should be mentally 
fixed [in his respective duty as either a speaker or 
listener]. O Brahmins! This is the eternal duty of 
both the listener and the speaker, for nothing can 
be understood with a wavering consciousness. 0 

— Translated from Ndrada Parana. Sanskrit with Hindi 
translation. Hindi. Sahitya Sammelan. 1989. Prayag. 
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Raghunath Das Goswami’s Example 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Raghunath Das Goswami’s father’s income was 
one hundred thousand rupees per month, and I have 
heard that sometimes for one mpee they were selling 
nine mounds of rice. In other words, Raghunath Das 
Goswami was the son of a very rich man. And he was 
the only son and he had a very beautiful wife. The 
father saw that his son was a little restless; he was 
very attracted to Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s movement; 
he wants to join, so he’ll mn away from home. Let 
him have a very beautiful wife so that he may not go 
away. For a rich man to get a beautiful wife for his 
son is not very difficult. He got a beautiful wife and 
a special garden house, with guards, so that the son 
may not run away. This was the position of Raghunath 
Das Goswami. One day, Raghunath Das Goswami’s 
mother was advising her husband, “Why don’t you 
shackle him?” She was suggesting that, “Just like in 
a prison house the prisoners are locked up in iron 
chains, similarly you do for my son so that that he’ll 
not be able to go away.” The father replied, “You mad 
woman, don’t you see I have given him such a nice wife 
as a shackle, and he’s not attached. What will an iron 
shackle do?” (Lecture in Stockholm. 6 September 1973.) 

Because we are accustomed to eating voraciously, in 
the beginning we should not try to artificially eat less. 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


You should eat, but try to minimize. Therefore there is 
a prescription for fasting. There should be at least two 
compulsory fasting days in a month. And there are 
other fasting days as well. The more you can reduce 
your sleeping and eating you will keep good health, 
especially for spiritual purposes. But it is not done 
artificially. When you advance you will naturally not 
feel hunger, just like Raghunath Das Goswami. He was 
the son of a very rich man. He left home and joined Lord 
Chaitanya. He was the only son, a very beloved son. 
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He had a very nice wife. He left everything without 
telling anyone. His father could understand that he 
went to Lord Chaitanya in Puri. The father, being a very 
rich man, sent four servants along with four hundred 
rupees for Raghunath Das Goswami. Five hundred 
years ago, four hundred rupees means twenty times at 
the present value. At first he accepted, “Oh, father has 
sent. All right.” He was spending money by inviting 
all the sannydsis in Jagannath Puri. There were many 
in the renounced order, and every month he was 
offering a feast. After this happened a few times, 
Lord Chaitanya inquired from his secretary, Swarup 
Damodar, “Oh, nowadays I don’t get any invitation 
from Raghunath. What happened?” 

“Oh, sir, he has stopped accepting his father’s 
money.” Lord Chaitanya said, “Oh, that’s very 
nice!” Raghunath Das thought, “I have renounced 
everything yet I am enjoying my father’s money. 
This is nonsense!” So he stopped accepting it. He 
told his father’s servants, “You go home. I don’t want 
money. ” How was he living? He would stand by the 
staircase of the Jagannath Temple and when the 
priests went home with their prasada , they would 
offer him something, for which he was satisfied. 

When Chaitanya Mahaprabhu heard about that, 
he said, “Oh, this is very nice!” After a few days 
Raghunatha Das Goswami also stopped standing by 
the temple staircase. Then Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
inquired from his secretary, “I don’t see Raghunath 
standing there. What is he doing?” 

“No, sir, he has given up standing there because 
he thought, 'Oh, I’m standing here like a prostitute, 
hoping that someone will come and give me some 
prasada. No, I don’t like it.’” “Oh, that’s very nice! 
Then how is he eating?” “He’s collecting some 
rejected rice in the kitchen and that he is eating.” 

To encourage Raghunath Das Goswami, one 
day Chaitanya Mahaprabhu went to his room. 
“Raghunath! I heard that you are eating very nice 
foodstuffs and you are not inviting me?” Raghunath 
did not reply. So Lord Chaitanya found out where he 
had kept that rice and he immediately began to eat. 

Raghunath Das Goswami said, “Sir, do not eat. 
This is not fit for you.” 

“Oh! It is Jagannath’s prasada\ How do you say it is 
not fit?” In this way Raghunath Das Goswami reduced 
his eating. Ultimately, every alternate day he would 
only take one small portion of buttermilk. And he 
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Srila Raghunath Das Goswami 


was bowing down hundreds of times and chanting 
so many times — sankhyd-purvaka-ndma-gana- 
natibhih kalavasam-krtau. [Sad-gosvamy-astaka 6] 
This is a very nice example of minimizing all material 
necessities up to the point of nil. But that is not 
possible for everyone. Don’t try to imitate Raghunath 
Das Goswami. Our business is not to imitate but to try 
to follow as far as possible. Not artificially. (Lecture 
in Los Angeles. 17 February 1969.) 0 

Don’t Show Detachment 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu told Raghunath Das 
Goswami, “Within your heart you should keep yourself 
very faithful, but externally you may behave like an 
ordinary man. Thus Krishna will soon be pleased and 
deliver you from the clutches of maya. That means 
that you should not become mad. Don’t develop 
monkey detachment, markata-vairagya. Monkeys 
are very fickle. They are jumping from one branch 
to another branch, from one tree to another tree. 
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Monkey detachment means that one is not fixed. 
Mahaprabhu said this only to show people that 
they should not develop such monkey detachment. 
Mahaprabhu thereby taught Raghunath Das, “Krishna 
has given you so much material opulence. You 
should understand that it all belongs to Krishna. Don’t 
be attached to it. Develop only one attachment — 
to Krishna — and keep that hidden in your heart. 
Don’t express it, don’t expose it. Outwardly you 
should behave in an ordinary way, antare nistha 
kara, bahyeloka-vyavahara[Cc. madhya 16.2391. In 
external dealings you should behave with your father, 
your mother, your wife, as necessary. They should 
not think that you are detached from them. No. You 
should behave in such a way they should think, “No, 
our son is very much attached to us. ” But it should all 
be external, bahya. Meanwhile, in the heart you are 
not attached. You are only attached to Krishna. You 
behave in that way. That is yukta-vairagya. 

Everything is there — family members are there, 
father and mother, kith and kin, wife, son, daughter, 
opulence, home, hearth — everything. You are 
surrounded with everything, but you are not attached 
to any of it. It is only external. In the heart you are only 
attached to Krishna. In this way you should behave, 
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and aciratkrsna tomaya karibe uddhara — “within 
a very short time Krishna will deliver you from this 
deep dark well, grhandha-kuparh.” [ Cc. madhya 
16.239] You should always cry in the heart, “When 
will Krishna give me the opportunity to get out of 
this?” Krishna knows the heart. “Oh, he’s crying!” 
Then he will give you the opportunity to get out of 
the entanglement. This is yukta-vairagya. 

Otherwise, if you let them know that you are 
completely detached then a very hellish situation will 
be created in the home. If your wife understands, 
“Oh, my husband is not attached to me and some 
day he’ll leave me,” then she will create a hellish 
situation, great havoc. One should be very, very 
careful. Krishna knows the heart. When Krishna gives 
the opportunity, then you’ll be able to get out. 0 
— Lecture in France. 15 August 1994. 

Showing Goloka to the Vraja-vasis 

Some Points from the Commentaries on 
Srtmad Bhdgavatam 10.28.16 

Part Three: Submerging the 
Cowherds in Brahman 

te tu brahma-hradam nita magnah krsnena coddhrtah 

dadrsur brahmano lokam yatrakruro ‘dhyagatpura 

The cowherd men were brought by Lord Krishna 
to the Brahma-hrada, made to submerge in the 
water, and then come out. From the same vantage 
point that Akrura saw the spiritual world, the cow¬ 
herd men saw the planet of the Absolute Truth. 

Srila Sridhar Swami ( Bhdvdrtha-dipika)\ 

• The impersonal Brahman can be compared to a 
lake, because one who is submerged in it does not 
perceive any varieties. Krishna took the cowherd 
men to the lake of the impersonal Brahman, and 
they entered into it. Then he raised them from there, 
as if waking them from samadhi, deep meditation, 
and showed them his abode named Vaikuntha. 

• Someone may question how it is that those who 
have merged in the brahmajyoti or who have gone 
to the spiritual realm could again have vision of this 
world? In response, it is said that earlier Akrura saw 
Krishna in the lake of Brahman effulgence at the 
place where the cowherd men entered the river. The 
idea is that there is nothing that is impossible for the 
Supreme Lord, who has inconceivable opulences. 
Thus he could take the cowherd men to the spiritual 
realm and again bring them back. 
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• Even though the incident where Akrura 
saw Krishna occured after this incident with the 
cowherd men, still, past tense is used in this verse, 
as the incident took place before the conversation 
of Shukadev and Parikshit. 

• The name of the lake in the Yamuna where Akrura 
saw Krishna is brahma-hrada. After being taken to 
that lake, the cowherd men saw the Vaikuntha planets. 
Then again, being taken out of the lake, they saw 
Krishna as before. Thus they became astonished. 

• The term brahma-hrada , literally meaning lake of 
impersonal Brahman’, can either be interpreted as the 
impersonal Brahman, which is comparable to a lake, 
or it can mean the spot in the Yamuna where Akrura 
entered and saw the Lord reclining on Ananta Shesh. 
Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakura 

(Sarartha-darsim)i 

• The impersonal feature of the Lord is like a 
lake, as one who is submerged in it does not have 
knowledge of varieties. 

• When Krishna took the cowherd men to the 
lake of impersonal Brahman, all of them entered 
that lake and thus got merged into the impersonal 
Brahman. However, by his inconceivable potency, 
the Lord raised them from impersonal liberation to 
his Vaikuntha planets. It is confirmed in the second 
canto that the Lord took the cowherd men to the 
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Gokula planet in Vaikuntha — lokam vikuntham 
upanesyati gokulam sma [Bhag . 2.7.31] 

• Just as persons who attain impersonal liberation 
are delivered from material existence, in the same 
way, the cowherd men who possessed love for the 
Lord saw Vaikuntha after being raised from the lake 
of impersonal liberation. The idea is that Vaikuntha 
is far better than the great obstacle of impersonal 
liberation, which includes destruction of everything. 

• The love-filled happiness of Vaikuntha is superior 
to the happiness of impersonal Brahman, which is 
devoid of love. However, the love-filled happiness 
of Gokul is even superior to that of Vaikuntha. This 
philosophical truth has been illustrated here. 

• Alternatively, brahma-hrada can refer to 
Vaikuntha where earlier Akrura had gone and where 
he saw the form of the Lord that he had desired to 
see. Even though Akrura saw Krishna at the brahma 
lake after the experience the cowherd men had 
there, still the past tense is used in this verse, as the 
incident took place before the conversation of Srila 
Shukadev and King Parikshit. 0 

— Translation by Bhakta Vinit from the Sanskrit given in Srimad- 
bhagavata-maha-puranam with multiple commentaries, Canto 
10. Published by Shri Krishna Shankar Shastri, Sri Bhagavat 
Vidyapeeth, Gujarat. 

Eternal Residence in Vraja 

Srila Raghunath Das Goswami 

anyatra ksana-mdtram acyuta-pure 
prema mrtd m bho-nidh i 

snato ’py acyuta-sajjanair api samara naharh 
vasami kvacit 

kintv atra vraja-vasinam api samarh yenapi 
kenapy alam 

samlapair mama nirbharah prati muhur vaso 
’stu nityam mama 

May I not for even a moment stay in any other holy 
place of Lord Achyuta, even though that place may be 
submerged in an ocean of love of Godhead and be 
full of saintly devotees. Instead, may my residence be 
here eternally in Vraja, close to the vraja-vasts. , no mat¬ 
ter how much gossip or ordinary talk may go on. 0 

— Vraja-vilasa-stava, verse 105. Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com). 
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Lord Nityananda — Our Guru 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The bona fide spiritual master always engages 
in unalloyed devotional service to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. By this test he is known to 
be a direct manifestation of the Lord and a genuine 
representative of Sri Nityananda Prabhu. The real 
Vedic philosophy is acintya-bhedabheda-tattva, which 
establishes everything to be simultaneously one with 
and different from the Personality of Godhead. Srila 
Raghunath Das Goswami confirms that this is the real 
position of a bona fide spiritual master and says that one 
should always think of the spiritual master in terms of 
his intimate relationship with Mukunda (Sri Krishna). 
Srila Jiva Goswami, in his Bhakti-sandarbha (213), 
has clearly defined that a pure devotee’s observation 
of the spiritual master and Lord Shiva as one with the 
Personality of Godhead exists in terms of their being 
very dear to the Lord, not identical with him in all 
respects. Following in the footsteps of Srila Raghunath 
Das Goswami and Srila Jiva Goswami, later acaryaslike 
Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur have confirmed 
the same tmths. In his prayers to the spiritual master, 
Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur confirms that 
all the revealed scriptures accept the spiritual master 
to be identical with the Personality of Godhead 
because he is a very dear and confidential servant of 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

the Lord. Gaudtya vaisnavas therefore worship Srila 
Gurudeva (the spiritual master) in the light of his being 
the servitor of the Personality of Godhead. In all the 
ancient literatures of devotional service and in the 
more recent songs of Srila Narottam Das Thakur, Srila 
Bhaktivinode Thakur, and other unalloyed vaisnavas , 
the spiritual master is always considered either one of 
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Sri Nityananda Prabhu 

the confidential associates of Srimati Radharani or a 
manifested representation of Srila Nityananda Prabhu. 
(Caitanya-caritdmrta Adi 1.46 purport.) 

So far your questions are concerned: Nityananda 
is the principle of guru. So, gurudeva is the 
incarnation of Nityananda. Anyone strictly following 
the instruction of guru is following Nityananda. 
The price one has to pay if he wants to become 
Krishna conscious is that he must dedicate himself 
to following the order of the spiritual master, 
mahat-seva. If the spiritual master is pleased with 
the disciple then the blessings of guru will be there. 
That is the best way to become Krishna conscious, 
and Krishna is non-different from Nityananda. You 
may pray to Lord Nityananda to help you become 
dedicated in the service of your guru. Krishna 
consciousness cannot be achieved artificially. You 
should approach Nityananda Prabhu through your 
spiritual master. (Letter, 24 October 1976.) 0 

Eternal Varnashram Diiarma 

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura 

In the Srimad Bhagavatam (7.11.35) it is stated: 

yasyayal laksanam proktarh pumso varnabhivyahjakam 
yad anyatrapi drsyeta tat tenaiva vinirdiset 


<£^|^|^r| fea^ 

If one shows the symptoms of being a brahmana , 
ksatriya , vaisya, or siidra, as described above, even 
if he has appeared in a different class, he should be 
accepted according to those symptoms of classification. 

In his commentary, Sridhar Swami has written: 

samadibhir eva brahmanadi vyavaharo mukhyah, 
najati matrad ity aha — yasyeti. yad yadi anyatra 
varnantare pi drsyeta tad varnantaram tenaiva 
laksana nimittenaiva varnena vinirddiset, na tu 
jati nimittenety arthah 

The brahmins’ main characteristics are qualities 
such as peacefulness, not birth. If these main 
characteristics are seen in persons other than 
those born as brahmins, then such persons should 
be considered brahmins. They should not be 
considered according to their caste by birth. 

This kind of eternal varnasrama-dharma is always 
to be followed. It is often useful for devotional service. 
Members of the four varnas and the lower castes 
should be eager to progress their sattvic nature. If an 
outcaste becomes fortunate due to his pious deeds, 
then he should progress his cultivation of goodness 
while following the conduct of a sudra. Everyone 
should give prominence to devotional service and 
progress the cultivation of goodness to the platform of 
nirguna , transcendence, by the mercy of the devotees. 
These are the stages of sanatana-dharma. With 
devotion, the member of any varna is considered the 
best of the brahmanas. But without devotion, the life 
of a brahmana fixed in goodness is useless. 

For example, let us consider the statement [of Srila 
Narottam Das Thakur from Prema-bhakti-candrika\\ 
mahajanera yei patha, ta ‘te ha c ba anurata, 
purvapara kariya vicara — “I will be attached to 
following the path chalked out by the mahajanas. 
I will consider their example very carefully from all 
angles of vision.” The rsis and mahatmas who have 
taught conduct before the appearance of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu are consider to be the previous 
mahajanas. The conduct seen in the mahajanas 
after the appearance of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is 
the conduct of later mahajanas. The conduct of the 
later mahajanas is superior and should be adopted. 
The conduct of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and his 
followers is meant to teach people. That conduct 
should be followed in all respects. 0 

— Sri Bhaktyaloka - Illuminations on Bhakti. Published by 
Torchlight Publications. 2002. 
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Muralika-asara — "The captive influence of the flute" 


Showing Goloka to the Vraja-vasis 

Some Points from the Commentaries on 
SrTmad Bhagavatam 10.28.17 

Part Four: Submerged in the Greatest Joy 

nandadayas tu tam drstva paramananda-nivrtdh 

krsnam ca tatra cchandobhih stuyamanam su-vismitah 

Nanda Maharaja and the other cowherd 
men felt the greatest happiness when they 
saw that transcendental abode. They were 
especially amazed to see Krishna himself there, 
surrounded by the personified Vedas, who were 
offering him prayers. 

Srila Sanatan Goswami ( Brhat-vaisnava- 
tositu). 

First Interpretation — The cowherd men 
became extremely happy by the vision of Krishna’s 
special abode, which they had desired to see. They 
became astonished to see that Krishna was present 
even there, in vaikuntha. 

Second Interpretation — The cowherd 
men became extremely happy by the vision of 


Krishna’s special abode which they had desired 
to see. They saw that Krishna was being praised 
in that abode of Vaikuntha/Golok with Vedic 
hymns. Seeing that he was also being praised 
next to them (in the earthly Vrindavan), they 
became greatly astonished. This has already been 
explained by Srila Sridhar Swami. 

Third Interpretation — Eagerly seeing 
Vaikuntha, all the cowherd men became joyful. 
Krishna’s dearmost devotees headed by Nanda were 
astonished to see Krishna being glorified by Vedic 
hymns in Vaikuntha. However, their joy was only due 
to seeing Krishna near them again, as their supreme 
friend and the master of their lives. Seeing Vaikuntha 
itself was not the cause of their great happiness. 

Fourth Interpretation — Even though Krishna 
was being praised with Vedic hymns in Vaikuntha, the 
cowherd men saw that he was also present with them. 
Thus they became greatly pleased and their faces 
became decorated with beautiful smiles ( suvismitah ). 

Fifth Interpretation —The cowherd men became 
supremely happy seeing their most dear Krishna 
being glorified in Vaikuntha with Vedic hymns. 


Painting by B. K. Mitra. Gita Press, Gorakhpur 
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Sixth Interpretation — Seeing that Golok has 
the same appearance as the Gokul on earth, the 
cowherds became supremely happy. 0 

— Translation by Bhakta Vinit from the Sanskrit given in Srimad- 
bhagavata-maha-puranam with multiple commentaries, Canto 
10. Shri Krishna Shankar Shastri, Sri Bhagavat Vidyapeeth, Gujarat. 

All Glories to 
Narottam Das Thakur 

Govinda Das 

jaya rejaya rejaya thakura narottama 
prema-bhakati maharaja 
yako mantri abhinna kalevara 
ramacandra kaviraja ( refrain ) 

All glories, all glories to Thakur Narottam, the 
emperor of prema-bhakti). His minister Ramchandra 
Kaviraj is like his second body. 

prema-mukuta-mani bhusana bhdvdvali 
ahga hi ahga viraja 
nrpa asana kheturi maha baithata 
sahga hi bhakata samaja 

Every limb of his body is ornamented with 
multifarious symptoms of the crest-jewels of prema. 
In the great festival at Kheturi, he sat on a grand 
asana in the society of devotees. 

sandtana rupakrta grantha bhdgavata 
anudina karata vicara 
radha madhava yugala ujjvala rasa 
paramananda sukhasdra 
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Srila Narottam Das Thakur 


His daily practice was to carefully ponder over the 
books of Srila Rupa and Sanatan Goswamis, which reveal 
the topmost conjugal mellow of Sri Radha Madhava and 
are the subject matter of the topmost happiness. 

sn sahkirtana visaya-rase unmata 
dharmadharma ndhi mdna 
yoga-dana-vrata adi bhaye bhagata 
royata karamageyana 

He was completely absorbed in the ecstasies of 
sankirtana-rasa. He did not care about so called 
religion or irreligion. Mystic yoga, charity, penance, 
etc., would run away and karma-kanda and jnana- 
kanda would shed tears. 

bhdgavata sastra-gana yd dei bhakati-dhana 
taka gaurava karu apa 
sahkhya mimamsaka tarkadika yata 
kampita dekhiparatapa 

He took pride in devotional literatures that bestow 
the treasure of bhakti. Seeing his might, sankhya, 
mlmarhsa , logic, and other philosophies trembled. 

abhakata caura durahim bhagi rahu 
niyare ndhiparakdsa 
dina hina jane deyala bhakati-dhane 
vahcita govinda-dasa 

The non-devotee thieves ran far away, and never 
came near him. He gave the treasure of bhakti even to 
the most fallen, but Govinda Das has been cheated. 0 

— Translated from Vaisnava Padavall, fourth edition, April 2010. 
Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna Mukhopadhyay. Published 
by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd. Kolkata. 
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The Glories of Sri Ishwar Puri 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Ishwar Puri, the spiritual master of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, performed service to Madhavendra Puri, 
cleaning up his stool and urine with his own hand. 
Ishwar Puri was always chanting the holy name and 
pastimes of Lord Krishna for Madhavendra Puri to hear. 
In this way he helped Madhavendra Puri remember 
the holy name and pastimes of Lord Krishna at the 
time of death. ( Caitanya-caritamrta, antya 8.28-29.) 

Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya asked Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu why Ishwar Puri accepted a disciple 
from a sudra family. According to the smrti-sastra, 
which gives directions for the management of the 
varnasrama institution, a Brahmin cannot accept 
a disciple from the lower castes. In other words, a 
ksatriya , vaisya or sudra cannot be accepted as a 
servant. If a spiritual master accepts such a person, 
he is contaminated. Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya 
therefore asked why Ishwar Puri accepted a servant 
or disciple born of a sudra family. 

In answer to this, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
replied that his spiritual master, Ishwar Puri, was so 
empowered that he was as good as the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. As such, Ishwar Puri was 
the spiritual master of the whole world. He was 
not a servant to any mundane rule or regulation. 


His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

An empowered spiritual master like Ishwar Puri 
can bestow his mercy upon anyone, irrespective of 
caste or creed. The conclusion is that an empowered 
spiritual master is authorized by Krishna and 
should be considered to be as good as the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead himself. That is the verdict of 
Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti — saksad-dharitvena 
samasta-sastraih. An authorized spiritual master is as 
good as Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
If Hari is free to act as he likes, the empowered 
spiritual master is also free. As Hari is not subject 
to the criticism of mundane rules and regulations, 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu getting initiated by Ishwara Puri in Gaya 


the spiritual master empowered by him is also not 
subjected. According to Caitanya-caritdmrta (antya 
7.11) krsna-sakti vina nahe tarnpravartana — an 
authorized spiritual master empowered by Krishna 
can spread the glories of the holy name of the Lord, 
for he has power of attorney from the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. In the mundane world, 
anyone possessing his master’s power of attorney 
can act on behalf of his master. Similarly, a spiritual 
master empowered by Krishna through his bona fide 
spiritual master should be considered as good as the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead himself. (Purport 
to Caitanya-caritdmrta madhya 10.136-137.) 

It is the custom amongst the Hindus to offer 
oblations at Gaya after the death of the father. 
There is a Vishnu temple there where they offer 
prasadam. This is a Hindu custom. The father and 
forefathers are offered that prasadam. Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu went to perform that ceremony and 
by chance he met Ishwar Puri, and he was initiated 
by him. After coming back from Gaya, he became 
very emotional for Krishna, and sometimes people 
thought that he had become crazy. So his mother 
treated him with some Ayurvedic oil. But learned 
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devotees said that his condition was devotional 
emotion. His initiation was in Gaya, when he 
went to perform that ceremony, and he became 
emotional chanting Hare Krishna after initiation. 
(Play narration, 4 August 1969.) 0 

Laying the Foundation 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 

An acarya like Srila Prabhupada teaches according 
to time, place and circumstance. People can 
understand only according to their consciousness. 
Neophytes cannot comprehend higher things, subtle 
philosophy. Just speak to them according to their 
capacity and let them make advancement. When the 
time comes, then all the subtle points will come out. 
An acarya teaches like that. You should not think 
that there is some hard and fast rule as to what they 
must explain in the beginning. You should try to 
understand Srila Prabhupada’s purpose. Following the 
orders of his revered spiritual master, Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati, our Prabhupada went to the Western 
world, the country of mlecchas and yavanas. The 
people there have very low consciousness. Vaisnava 
philosophy, Mahaprabhu’s philosophy, is the highest, 
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most sublime philosophy. Caitanya-caritamrta is 
post-graduate study. It is difficult for Western people 
to understand. Therefore, Prabhupada stressed, “You 
first chant ‘ hare krsnd. Let your consciousness be 
purified. Hear the transcendental sound vibration.” 

Buddhadeva is an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, 
but he blasphemed the Vedas. He is the origin of 
the Vedas, so why will he speak like that? Because 
at the time it was needed. The people were 
indiscriminately killing animals 
for sacrifice. If you would ask 
them, “Why are you killing?” 
they would say, “The Vedas say 
we should.” But they could not 
understand the purport of the 
Vedas. They were in the mode 
of ignorance. How could they 
understand? Unless one comes 
to the level of sattva-guna , 
mode of goodness, one cannot 
understand what the Vedas say. 

At that time it was needed for 
Buddhadev to teach people to 
stop following the Vedas. He told them to give up 
indiscriminate killing of animals. In that way they 
could elevate themselves to the mode of goodness. 
Then they would be able to understand. At that 
time it was needed. But Buddha’s followers cannot 
understand the real reason why he did so. 

Similarly, you cannot understand why Prabhupada 
said what he did. Tat-kdlika —at that time it was needed. 
But not for all time. He was laying the foundation. Before 
building a mansion you should lay the foundation, and 
the foundation should be very strong. Then you will be 
able to build a big mansion, skyscraper. If the foundation 
is not strong the skyscraper will collapse. Prabhupada 
laid the foundation. Then he left it for you: “Now you 
build a mansion.” That time has now come. Don’t stay 
in the foundation only. Now a mansion should be built. 
This is gradual development. 

Buddhadev came and did this thing. He criticized 
the Vedas and the people became atheists. Then when 
the Vedas were about to be lost, Lord Narayan ordered 
Lord Shiva, who is maha-bali , very powerful: “Shiva, 
you go and establish the Vedas!” Then Lord Shiva came 
in the form of Shankaracharya. It is all mentioned in 
Caitanya-caritamrta. Shankara was not at fault. His 
master ordered him, so he preached this mayavada 


philosophy. It was needed at the time. When you 
establish something, you first start from the lower 
and then go to the higher part. You cannot all of a 
sudden establish the higher part. Shankara established 
the lower part of the Vedas, karma-kanda, jnana- 
kanda section, which is gauna , secondary. Shankara 
laid the foundation. Therefore Mahaprabhu has 
accepted Shankara as acarya because he did the 
work of an acarya. Mahaprabhu said, “Shankara 
has helped us. He has laid the 
foundation. Now I have to build 
the mansion.” This was the need 
at that particular time. 

That is what an acarya does, 
and in the same way Srila 
Prabhupada did the work of an 
acarya. Fools and rascals criticize 
him. I say they cannot understand 
Srila Prabhupada. They can’t 
understand what he has done. 
He has done what was needed 
at that particular time. He has laid 
the foundation. Now the time 
has come, we have to build the mansion. These fools 
cannot understand Krishna. They are committing a 
great offense at the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada — 
leaving ISKCON, joining another camp, and criticizing 
ISKCON’s teachings, Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. 
Nonsense! I get so much pain in my heart from this. 
Such rascals will definitely go to hell. So I have taken 
up this task — now the time has come we’ll teach all 
this higher philosophy. Prabhupada left it in a seed 
form. Now that seed should be fructified, and a big 
tree will come out. That is our duty. Prabhupada was 
teaching Westerners — mlecchas and yavanas eating 
beef and drinking liquor. They were hippies, mad 
fellows taking strong drugs, LSD and marijuana. What 
they can understand of this philosophy? He did what 
was needed for them at that particular time. He did 
a great job and brought us to the path. Otherwise so 
many persons would not have come here. But now 
the time has come to understand this philosophy. 0 

— Chapter 12. My Revered Spiritual Master. Gopal Jiu Publications. 

Three Types of Drama Plots 

From Srila Rupa GoswamVs Nataka-candrika 

itivrttam bhavet khyatam klptam misram iti tridha 
sastra-prasiddham khyatam syat klptam kain-vinirmitam 
tayoh sahkulata misram klptam varjyam tu natake 



Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 







yaduktam — 

natakam khyata-vrttam syat klpta-vrtta tu natika 
ihamrgo misra-vrtta iti natyanga-bhasitam 

The itivrtta, plot, of a drama may be classified 
as one of three types — khyata , klpta and misra. 
Khyata is a drama based purely on scriptures. Klpta 
is a drama invented by the poet. The mixture of 
these two is known as misra. Klpta is disallowed 
in the category of drama known as nataka. [Nataka 
means both general drama and also a specific type 
of drama that is exclusively based on the sastra.] 
Just like it is said: The performance named 
nataka is a narration of the khyata category. The 
performance named natika is of the klpta category, 
whereas the theatrical performance named 
ihamrga belongs to the misra category. 0 

— Verses 13-14. Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from the Sanskrit 
available at Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com) 

Devotional Gems by Sri Ishwar Puri 

From Srila Rupa Goswami’s PadyavaU 

yoga-sruty-upapatti-nirjana-vana- 

dhydnddhva-sambhdvita 
svarajyam pratipadya nirbhayam ami 

mukta bhavantu dvijah 
asmakam tu kadamba-kuhja-kuhara- 

pronmilad-indivara- 
sreni-syamala-dhama-nama jusatam 

janmastu laksavadhi 
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Let the twice-born enter the fearless kingdom of 
yoga, Vedic study, and solitary meditation in the 
forest. Let them become liberated in that way. As for 
us, we will spend hundreds of thousands of births 
chanting the holy name of Lord Krishna, whose 
splendid dark complexion and yellow garments are 
like a host of blue lotus flowers blooming in a grove 
of yellow-flower-bearing kadamba trees. (Text 18) 

nrtyan vayu-vighurnitaih sva-vitapair 

gayann alinam rutair 
muhcann asru maranda-bindubhir alarh 
romahca-vanankuraih 
makando pi mukunda murcchati tava 

smrtya nu vrndavane 
bruhi prana-samana cetasi katham 

namapi nayati te 

Dancing, as its branches sway in the wind; singing 
through the sweet cries of the bees; crying through 
the nectar drops dripping from it; and shivering in 
ecstasy through the newly formed sprouts — this 
mango tree in Vrindavan faints thinking of you. Now 
tell us, O Mukunda! Why does the chanting of your 
name not bring about the same condition in us? (62) 

dhanyanam hrdi bhasatam girivara- 

pratyagra-kuhjaukasarh 
satyananda-rasam vikara-vibhava- 

vyavrttam antar-mahah 
asmakam kila ballavi-rati-raso 

vrndatavi-lalaso 

gopah ko pi mahendranila-ruciras 

citte muhuh kridatu 

The fortunate ones staying in the spotless caves 
of the topmost mountain (Himalaya) experiencing 
a truly ecstatic flow of great happiness within 
their hearts [may continue to do so]. In our hearts, 
however, let he who is the enjoyer of the mellows 
of gopt-prema , and who is in love with Vrindavan 

— let that cowherd boy of the hue of a great indra- 
nila gem, sport at every moment. (75) 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com) 
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Churchianity 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Devotee: Srila Prabhupada, sometimes you say 
that only a very small percentage of people can 
take to Krishna consciousness. 

Prabhupada: Yes. 

Devotee: But yesterday morning in your lecture 
you were saying it can expand to ten thousand, a 
million, or ten million. 

Prabhupada: Yes. By taking the proper course 
it can be increased. 

Devotee: Is that just up to our preaching? 

Prabhupada: Yes. That will depend on your 
purified preaching activities. If you again become 
materially victimized, then you cannot do it. But if you 
try, if you remain on the spiritual platform, then it will 
increase — anandambudhi-vardhanam. As soon as 
there is any contemplation of sense gratification, the 
spirit will be lost. Instead of Christianity it will become 
“Churchianity” — doing nothing, only officially going 
to the church. Then, gradually, no one will go. 0 
— From a morning walk in Mayapur. 7 April 1975. 

All Alphabets in service of Gaura 

From Sri Raghunandan Goswami’s 
Gauranga-virudavall 

In this composition, Lord Gaura is glorified using 
all the letters of the Sanskrit alphabet in order. 

adbhuta guna-jaya 
ahita kali bhaya 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


ista janavaka 
isvara sevaka 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[3rf/a] — who has wonderful qualities; 

[3TT/a] — who awards fearlessness even to kali- 
yuga personified; 

[5/i] — who is the protector of his near and dear ones; 
[^/i] — and who is the servant of Sri Ishwar Puri. 

uddhata dandana 
udha sumandana 
rjujana samsrita 
fsi gana stuta 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[3/u] — who chastises the unruly; 

[3>/u] — who wears exquisite ornaments; 
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3?/r] — who is the shelter of the simple-hearted; 
3?/r] — and who is worshiped by the sages. 

Id-iva nam iva 
llvad asadhita 
ejita durjana 
aisya niketana 


All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[c£/l] — who sometimes exhibits his na — 
honest, truthful and enlightened nature, just like 
the letter l sometimes grammatically exhibits rta 
nature (the nature of the letter r); 

[c£/l 1] — who cannot be attained by material 
endeavors, just like the elongated // cannot be 
pronounced by the material senses; 

[^/e] — who causes the rascals to tremble; 

Fs/ai] — and who is the repository of all prosperity. 


odra sadrg adhara 
aujjvalyakara 
arhsuka bhusana 
dStdgd dusdnd 


All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[3ft/o] — who has lips like an odm ( kusumd ) 


flower; 

[3j|/au] —who is the mine ( dkdm ) of ujjvdld-msd) 
[ST/am] — who wears fine decorated cloth; 
[3rf:/ah] — and who ends all criticism. 



Mahaprabhu in the Gambhira at Puri 


kdndkd sdmd prdbhd 
khdldjdnd durldbhd 
gdndrid vimhitd 
ghdnd kdcd vildsitd 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

/ka] — who has a golden bodily complexion; 
P37kha] — who is difficult for rascals to attain; 
PT/ga] — who isn’t counted as an incarnation 
(due to being a hidden incarnation); 
r^T/gha] — and who has beautiful blackish dark hair. 

nutijitd kokild 
cuditd vied kild 
chdlitd kdmdld mddd 
jdgdti priydkd pddd 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[^Vna] — whose sweet voice puts the cuckoo 
to shame; 

f^T/ca] — who is decorated with various jasmine 
flowers; 

[^/cha] — who defeats the beauty of the lotus, 
thus destroying its pride; 
p5f/ja] — and whose lotus feet are dear to the 
entire world. 

jhdndd iti nupurd 
ftonuyd pdddkdm 
ttkdnd nistdld 
thdjdyi ndkhdficdld 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

l^F/jha] — who sounds his ankle bells; 

[^T/na] — who thus creates a sweet sound while 
displaying his dancing steps; 

[27ta] — who appeared to elaborately describe 
the glories of the holy name; 

[cS/tha] — and whose toenails conquer the beauty 
of the moon. 

ddmdru dhrg isvdm 
dhundyd krpd bhdrd 
ndtmdkd vigrdhd 
tdttvd viddgmhd 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[57da] — who is the master of Lord Shiva, the 
holder of the ddmdru\ 

[S/dha] — whose mercy is always sought by 
everyone; 

[^I/na] — who has a form full of eternal joy; 

[cT/ta] — and who bestowed mercy on the 
tdttvd-vddis. 
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Nimai Pandit and his teacher Gangadas Pandit 


thut krta muktika 
dara pada bhaktika 
dharma hrdadara 
narma rasakara 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[^T/tha] — who causes impersonal liberation to 
be spat upon 

R/da] — by one who has even a small fraction of 
devotion to his feet; 

FT/dha] — who creates fear in the transgressors 
of religious principles; 

FT/na] — and who is the reservoir of madhurya-rasa. 

padma vijayi kara 
phulla kamala dhara 
bandha vimocana 
bhaskara rocana 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

Ff/pa] — who has hands that conquer the beauty 
of lotus flowers; 

FF /pha] — who holds a lotus in his lotus hands; 
[^/ba] — who relieves one of all bondage; 

FT/bha] — and who has sun-like radiant eyes. 

madhura taranana 
yamajayi sevana 


rasa bhara dayaka 
lalita vidhayaka 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

FT/ma] — whose lotus face is very beautiful; 

FT/ya] — whose service causes victory over Yamaraj; 
F/ra] — who bestows abundant rasa; 

[C^la] — and who bestows one’s desired goal. 

naiad ariupama day a 
samita bhuvana bhaya 
sad-bhuja vtksaka 
sanmata siksaka 

All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[^/va] — who bestows unparalleled mercy; 

[^T/sa] — who extinguishes the fear of the three 
worlds; 

[^/sa] — who demonstrates a six-handed form; 
[H/sa] — and who teaches the true path. 

hari guna kathanaih 
ksana nandita jana 
deva! 
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All glories to Lord Gaura — 

[F/ha] — who through his speaking of hari-katha 
[8J/ksa] — delights everyone. 

O my Lord! 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the edition published by 
Sri Haridas Shastri, Kalidah, Vrindavan. Gaurabda 498. 

A Dark Form and a 
Fair Form Become One 

The Medieval Poet Madhavi Das 

Note: Some songbooks give the poet Kaviranjan 
as the author of this song. 

(Bala-raga) 

syamera gaura-varana eka deha 
pamara-jana ithe kara-i sandeha 

A dark form and a fair form are now manifest in 
one body. The fools and sinners are filled with doubt. 

saurabhe agora murati rasa sara 
pakala bhenayaichephala sahakara 

That form is filled with a sweet fragrance. It is 
fragrant like a tree bearing ripe mangoes. 

gopa-janama punah dvija avatdra 
nigama nd paya-i nigudha vihara 

In his previous birth he was a gopa. Now he 
descends to this world as a brahmin. Even the 
scriptures cannot touch his secret pastimes. 

prakata karala hari-nama-vakhana 

nan purusa mukhe nd suniye ana ,—. 


Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 
A free bi-monthly service provided by: 
Gopal Jiu Publications 
c/o Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir 
National Highway No. 5, IRC Village 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India, 751015 

Phone: (0674) 2553250, 2557026 
Email: katha@gopaljiu.org 
Website: www.gopaljiu.org 
Subscriptions: minimag@gopaljiu.org 

Gopal Jiu Publications is a branch of the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness, Founder-Acharya: His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Quotations from the books, letters, and lectures of His Divine Grace A. 
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ©Bhaktivedanta Book Tmst 
International. All other materials, unless specified, © ISKCON 
Bhubaneswar/Gopaljiu Publications. All rights reserved. Blanket 
permission is given to redistribute Bindu in electronic or print 
form provided no changes are made to the contents. 





He openly preaches the glories of chanting 
Krishna’s holy names. Now these names alone and 
nothing else is heard from the mouths of the men 
and women of this world. 

kari gaura-carana kamala madhu pana 
sarasa sangita madhavi ddsa bhdna 

Tasting the nectar of the lotus feet of Lord 
Gauranga, Madhavi Das sings this sweet song. 0 
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Snakes with Fangs Removed 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

In his early life, Bilvamangal Thakur was an imper- 
sonalistic monist, and he used to meditate upon the 
impersonal Brahman effulgence. Later, he became a 
devotee of Lord Krishna. Sometimes a devotee gradu¬ 
ally comes to the stage of bhagavan realization, realiza¬ 
tion of the supreme person, after having attained the 
lower stages of realization — impersonal brahman 
realization and localized paramatma realization. The 
condition of such a devotee is described in the Cait- 
anya-candramrta (5) by Prabodhananda Saraswati: 

kaivalyarh narakayate tridasa-pur akasa-puspayate 
durddntendriya-kdla-sarpa-pataliprotkhdta-danistrdyate 
visvam purna-sukhayate vidhi-mahendradis ca kitayate 
yatEdmnya-Patdi^waibhavawatam tarhgaumm eva stumah 

Kaivalya , the state of oneness with the effulgence 
of brahman , appears hellish to the devotee. Also, 
the heavenly planets, which are the abodes of the 
demigods, appear to a devotee like phantasmagorias. 
The yogis meditate in order to achieve control of their 
senses, but for the devotee the senses appear like ser¬ 
pents with broken teeth. The devotee doesn’t have to 
endeavor to control his senses because they are already 
engaged in the Lord’s service. Consequently there is 
no possibility that the senses will act like serpents. 
In the material condition, the senses are as strong as 
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poisonous snakes. But when the senses are engaged in 
the Lord’s service, they are like poisonous snakes with 
their fangs removed — they are no longer dangerous. 
(Purport to Caitanya-caritamrta, madhya 10.177)0 

What Krishna Thought Before 
Appearing as Gauranga 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Krishna came 5,000 years ago in Dvapara-yuga 
and manifested his transcendental pastimes. In his 
kuruksetra-lila he was the charioteer of Arjuna, and 
on that battlefield he spoke the Bhagavad-gita. One 
should not think that Krishna spoke the Bhagavad- 
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gita only to Arjuna. It was for all humanity. He 
gave confidential, more confidential, and most 
confidential instructions to Arjuna. Then he finished 
his Ilia in this material world and went back to his 
own abode, Goloka Vrindavan. There, Krishna 
was thinking, “I appeared in the material world; 
speaking to Arjuna, I gave such nice instructions 
for all humanity.” What are the most confidential 
instructions of Krishna in Bhagavad-gita? 

man-mana bhava mad-bhakto mad-yajl mam namaskuru 
mam evaisyasi satyam te pratijane priyo ’si me 

“Worship me, pay your obeisances unto me, 
then surely you will come to me — there is no 
doubt.” This is a most confidential instruction. 
Krishna spoke this verse at the end of the 9th 
chapter [text 34], and again he repeated it at the 
end of the 18th chapter [text 65]. It is so important 
and confidential. 

Then, 

sawa-dharmdn parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja 
aham Warn sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami md sucah 

“Give up all varieties of religion and just surrender 
unto me.” This is Krishna’s concluding instruc¬ 
tion at the end of the 18th chapter of Bhagavad- 
gita. These are his most confidential instructions. 
While in his abode, Krishna was thinking that after 
Dvapara-yuga , Kali-yuga would be coming. Kali 
is the worst yuga because papa, sin, is prominent. 
In Kali-yuga the people are very, very degraded. 
Their consciousness is very, very low. Krishna 
knows everything, and he is the only well-wishing 
friend of the living entities, so he was thinking, “I 
spoke everything in the Bhagavad-gita. Speaking 
to Arjuna, I gave the most confidential instructions 
for all humanity. But can the people of Kali-yuga 
understand these instructions?” 

When Krishna said, sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekam saranam vraja — “Give up all varieties 
of religion and just surrender unto me.” — why will 
one surrender unto him? Because he is rasa-maya- 
murti, the embodiment of rasa. He is amorous love 
personified. WeyTmswant to taste rasa because we are 
the eternal fragmental parts and parcels of that rasa- 
maya-murti, Krishna. That is why Krishna said sarva- 
dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja. 

But later, in his abode, he was thinking, “Can the 
people of Kali-yuga understand these loving affairs 
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just by my mere words?” Krishna said, “If someone is 
fortunate enough to understand, to realize this, then 
mam evaisyasi, he can come to me.” Otherwise it is 
not possible to approach Krishna. Krishna said, prati- 
jane priyo \si me — “You are my very dear friend, 
Arjuna, so I can tell you this confidential instruction.” 
But Krishna was later thinking, “How many people 
of this Kali-yuga can understand? I think no one 
can understand because they are conditioned souls, 
maya-baddha-jlvas. They always think themselves 
the body. They don’t know about the soul.” 

To say, “I am a spirit soul,” is only speaking theo¬ 
retically. It is not practical. We cannot understand. 
But when you chant Hare Krishna and make some 
advancement on this spiritual path, then you can 
understand. It is not theoretical. It is very practical. 
So Krishna was thinking, “How many of these people 
of Kali-yuga can understand this truth? They are 
conditioned souls. They are always hankering after 
their own sense gratification and material happiness. 
They don’t know that there is anything other than 
material pleasure. They don’t have any knowledge 
of it. They have no taste for it. They cannot put faith 
in my words because they only know the happi¬ 
ness of material sense gratification. What should be 
done? I have only spoken theoretically. I have not 
given any example.” There is a very nice saying in 
English, “Example is better than precept.” “I gave 
only precept. I have not set an example. So how can 
they understand?” Krishna then thought, “Ell go and 
set an example and enable them to taste this rasa , 
this mellow. Only then will it be possible for them 
to understand. These conditioned souls are only eat¬ 
ing stool, very abominable things. They don’t know 
about this transcendental mellow. Only if someone 
can make them taste it can they then understand.” 

Krishna comes once in a kalpa, and Gauranga Ma- 
haprabhu also comes once in a kalpa. Krishna was 
thinking, “Many many yugas have passed. For such a 
long time I have not given this prema-bhakti. So now 
I’ll go again and give this prema-bhakti. I myself will 
observe and practice this prema in my life and set an 
example for these conditioned souls of Kali-yuga. 
Otherwise it is not possible for them to understand.” 

srl-krsna caitanya gosahi vrajendra kumdra 

rasa-maya-murti krsna saksat srngara 

Lord Krishna Chaitanya is Krishna, vrajendra 

kumdra , the embodiment of rasa. He is amorous 

love personified. [Cc. adi 4.222] 
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Therefore, that rasa-maya-murti, embodiment 
of rasa , Vrajendra Kumar, Krishna, became Gaura- 
sundar, assuming the mood of the gopts , because 
the gopts , especially Radharani, are enjoying the 
fullest rasa, ekali radhika asvade sakali — “Only 
Radharani experiences these rasas fully. So I have 
to assume the mood of Radharani, appear myself, 
and distribute them.” In this way, Krishna became 
Gauranga Mahaprabhu and set a practical example 
of the confidential teachings in Bhagavad-gita.” 0 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar, 31 March 1989. 

In Whatever Birth I Take ... 

Pandava-gita 

Also known as the Prapanna-gita, the Pandava- 
gita is a collection of prayers to the Lord that have 
been voiced by various great personalities in the 
Puranic era. It is called Pandava-gita because many 
of the prayers are offered by the five pandavas or 
their relatives. It is known as Prapanna-gita due 
to the fact that the prayers express the mood o/pra- 
panna, complete surrender at the feet of the Lord. 
The name of the devotee who collected these verses 
is not known, nor is there any known evidence of 
when it was compiled. Copies of this literature have 
been found amongst old Sanskrit manuscripts in 
libraries of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

nakula uvaca 

yadi gamana-madhastdt karma-pasanubandhat 
yadi ca gati-vihine jayate paksi-kite 

krmi-satam api gatvd tad gatabhyantaratma 
mama bhavatu hrdistha kesave bhaktir eka 

Nakula said: O Lord! Even if, tied by the ropes of 
karma, I take a lower birth as a bird or an insect, or even 
if I am born a hundred times as a worm, my constant 
prayer is that in all those births may unshakeable de¬ 
votion to Lord Keshava manifest in my heart. (Text 8) 

draupady uvaca 
kitesu vrksesu sarisrapesu 
raksa-pisachesv api yatra tatra 
jatasya me bhavatu kesava te prasadat 
tvayy eva bhaktir acala ’vyabhicarini ca 

Draupadi said: “Whether I am born as an insect, a 
bird, or a beast, whether I take birth as a demon, a 
ghost, or a human, may I have unshakeable devo¬ 
tion to you and to you alone. (12) 0 

— Translated from the edition with Bengali translation by Sashib- 
hushan Purakayastha. Published by Upendra Krishna Chakravarti. 
Kolkata. Sal 1319 (1910 AD). 

0 


CssueTwo {Hundred ddinety-eiyd '{Pcyye- 



Introduction to Bhagavad-gita 

Sripada Ramanujacharya 

By meditating on whose lotus feet I have been 

freed from infinite impurities and have attained the 

truth—to that Yamuna Acarya, I offer my obeisances. 

Harih om\ The Lord of Lakshmi Devi is: 

— free from all undesirability; 

— the only object of auspiciousness; 

— uniquely different from all varieties of things; 

— the personification of inexhaustible 
knowledge and joy; 

— an unlimited ocean of limitless groups 
of auspicious innate qualities, such as 
knowledge, power, opulence, strength, 
energy, effulgence, etc.; 

— having an inconceivable, unchangeable divine 
form of his own choice that is eternally perfect 
and illuminated with infinite qualities such as 
divine aroma, beauty, tender youth, charm, etc.; 

— decorated with numerously variegated 
and infinitely marvelous eternal divine 
ornaments befitting him; 

— decorated with an infinite number 
of eternally marvelous and perfectly 
auspicious weapons suited to him; 

— the dear object of affection of Laksmi 
Devi, the goddess decorated with infinite 
auspicious qualities such as having an 
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excellent form manifest according to her 
own desire, with supreme majesty, unlimited 
opulence, like-minded mood, etc.; 

— the one whose lotus feet are worshipped by his 
desire by devotees who are decorated with infinite 
qualities such as transcendental knowledge, 
opulence, activities, etc., and who are fully 
absorbed in the mood of servitude according to 
their respective eternal forms ( svarupa ), positions 
(sthiti) and inclinations (pravrtti)] 

— the one whose transcendental form and behavior 
are beyond the purview of the mind and speech; 

— the one whose variegated and astonishing 
residential planets are equipped with infinite 
objects, places, etc., for enjoyment suited to him, 
and are infinitely delightful, opulent, and vast. 

— the one whose eternal pastime is to create, 
maintain, and destroy variegated universes 
filled with various kinds of enjoyers and 
enjoyed objects. 

— the Supreme Brahman, the Supreme purusa 
known as Narayan, and who is situated in his 
inconceivable form after creating everyone 
and everything in the universe - from Lord 
Brahma to inanimate objects; 

— the one who, although inconceivable and 
unmanifest even in the meditation and worship 
performed by Lord Brahma, demigods 
and humans, gives up this inconceivable 
nature and repeatedly appears amongst the 
demigods and humans where he manifests a 
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suitable form for them, accepts worship from 
them, and awards them fruits of religiosity, 
economic development, sense gratification 
and liberation. He does so out of his infinite 
mercy, goodness, love, and magnanimity. 

This same Lord manifested a form visible to the 
mundane senses on the pretext of relieving the 
earth of unnecessary burden, while actually coming 
to provide shelter for souls like us. After that, he 
manifested sweet pastimes that captivated the eyes 
and minds of all kinds of living entities. 

Thus, he delivered Putana, Sakatasura, the Yamala 
Arjuna trees, Arishtasura, Pralamba, Dhenukasura, 
Kaliya, Keshi, Kuvalayapida, Chanura, Mushtika, 
Toshala, Kamsa, etc. By spreading a philosophy and 
personal teachings full of unlimited mercy, benefit, 
and love, he satisfied the entire world. By exhibiting 
his transcendental beauty and divine qualities, he 
made Akrura, the garland weaver, and others, his 
topmost devotees. On the pretense of inciting Ar¬ 
juna to fight the battle, he manifested his devotional 
service, which is the topmost goal of life and which 
is achieved in practice by following the knowledge 
and activities specified in the Vedanta-sutra. 

There (in Kurukshetra), before the war between 
the Kauravas and Pandavas began, the same Lord of 
all Lords in a human form, Sri Krishna — through 
his love for his surrendered devotee Arjuna and 
with the intention of delivering the entire world — 
made Arjuna the chariot-fighter and accepted for 
himself the role of driver for that chariot. 

Even though knowing this exalted position of Ar¬ 
juna, Dhritarashtra — the personality blind in all pos¬ 
sible ways, desired the victory of his son Suyodhana 
(Duryodhana), and thus he asked Sanjay the follow¬ 
ing question (the first verse of the Bhagavad-glta ). 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 
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Please Maintain the Standards 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Now you are placed in a responsible post, so 
I may request you to very carefully execute the 
regular program as you have learned it in Los 
Angeles. If the regulative principles are strictly 
followed there is no chance of rnaya’s dangerous 
influence to come in and cause some havoc. Maya 
is always peeping, ready to take advantage of our 
any lapse from the devotional standard, so every¬ 
one should be continuously engaged in chanting, 
studying, working or preaching. This full schedule 
will save you from engagement elsewhere. Maya 
and Krishna are always side by side. Either one is 
serving Krishna or serving maya. Please manage 
the affairs of your temple in close cooperation 
with your godbrothers, and Krishna will give you 
the good intelligence to progress nicely. (Letter to 
Rsabhadeva Das. 16 November 1970.) 

Please do not neglect to engage yourself in the 
prescribed duties for maintaining your spiritual 
strength. Without keeping spiritual strength there is 
no question of any accomplishment like painting or 
anything else. So Krishna consciousness is first in all 
circumstances. Everything should be regulated in de¬ 
votional service. Just like eating. Eating is necessary to 
remain fit, but too much eating means disease and too 
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little eating means starving. One must adjust things 
properly. That is the program of Krishna conscious¬ 
ness. (Letter to Jadurani Dasi. 16 November 1970.) 

Simply by keeping a nicely regulated temple 
schedule with many integrated devotional activi¬ 
ties, our preaching program is sure to be a success. 
Following the regulative principles strictly is our 
strength in spiritual life. If they are neglected then 
all our efforts simply become spoiled. So go on the 
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way you have described and Krishna will surely 
bless you. (Letter to Tulsi Das. 28 December 1970.) 

Our standard of purity must be kept, otherwise 
there will be loss of spiritual strength and sub¬ 
sequent fall down. Every one of you should be 
thoroughly convinced of the power of the Hare 
Krishna mantra to protect you in all circumstances 
and chant accordingly at all times without offense. 
Then advancement will be swift and you will gradu¬ 
ally come to see everything clearly so that you may 
act for the pleasure of the Lord without uncertainty. 
When one is spontaneously engaged in this way, 
always in the service of the Lord and anxious to 
avoid all mundane activities, he is actually experi¬ 
encing the taste of bliss in Krishna consciousness. 
(Letter to Damodara Das. 10 January 1971.) 

This routine work, such as chanting, speak¬ 
ing, rising early, cleaning, cooking and offering 
prasadam , arati , reading books — these activities 
are the backbone of our society, and if we practice 
them nicely in a regulative manner then our whole 
program will be successful. If we become slack or 
neglect these things then everything else we may 
try will fail. So it is very important that you keep 
your standards very high in these activities. Then 
your preaching will be strong. (Letter to Patita Ud- 
dharana Das. 8 December 1971.) 

Please continue these programs with added 
enthusiasm. They are very important. You should 
be very careful to follow all of the principles very 
rigidly. You must rise early (before 4:00 AM) attend 
the mangala-arati , attend the classes, chant at least 
sixteen good rounds daily, and observe the four 
basic principles. These things you must do without 
fail. Otherwise there is no question of spiritual life. 
(Letter to Caranaravinda Das. 2 April 1975.) $$ 

Darshan of Sri Guru 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

There are two stages: anartha-yukta-avastha and 
anartha-mukta-avastha — covered by anarthas 
and free from anarathas. In the stage where one 
is completely covered by anarthas, how can one 
see guru? Although one may externally see guru, 
one cannot see the real svarupa of guru. For one 
who is free from anarthas , his guru-darsana, his 
seeing, is different. It is not the same. 





One who is covered by anarthas will see guru 
as bhogya-vastu. “Oh! Gurudeva will give me all 
sorts of enjoyment. If I take shelter of guru I will 
get so much enjoyment.” That is bhogya-darsana. 
Most of us see in that way. “Gurudeva will give 
me nice prasada , nice place to stay, nice vehicles, 
everything nice. Yes, very good.” 

“Gurudeva, I would like to marry a very beauti¬ 
ful girl.” 

Then gurudeva says, “Yes, marry a very beauti¬ 
ful girl.” That stage is bhogya-darsana. But for 
one who is anartha-mukta-avastha , on the stage 
of being free from anarthas , his guru darsana is 
sevya-darsana, he sees that guru is to be served. 

“I will give gurudeva all sorts of pleasure through 
my service. I will never expect anything for my 
own pleasure.” That is sevya-darsana. One should 
understand this guru-tattva perfectly well, and only 
one who does so can say, “Unless I take shelter of 
such a guru I cannot become free from all delu¬ 
sions, material fears and lamentations.” 

asoka-abhaya, amna-adhara 

tomara carana-dvaya 
tahate ekhona, visrama labhiya 

charinu bhavera bhaya 

( Saranagati, atma-nivedana 8, Srila 
Bhaktivinode Thakur) 
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Spring in Vrindavan 


Who can show you the lotus feet of Krishna? Who 
can lead you to the lotus feet of Krishna? Who can 
give you the clue how to see or approach the lotus 
feet of Krishna? That is guru, a preml-guru , premt- 
bhakta , a dear devotee who has established a lov¬ 
ing relationship with Krishna. He is day and night, 
twenty-four hours, engaged in the loving service 
of Krishna. Only such a guru who has bound up 
Krishna in his heart with the rope of love can lead 
you to the lotus feet of Krishna, because he is a 
very dear and intimate associate of Krishna. Such 
a personality is a radha-priya-sakhl , a very dear 
girl companion of Srimati Radharani. 

If one can develop simplicity in ones heart, take 
shelter at the lotus feet of guru, and serve him with¬ 
out duplicity, then one will get the mercy of that 
guru. Then one will find a place at the lotus feet of 
Krishna. Otherwise one cannot. Therefore, serve 
guru-pada-padma without duplicity, niskapata- 
seva , with your heart and soul, and then you will 
get the mercy of the guru, as a result of which he 
will take you to the lotus feet of Krishna. 0 

— From Bhakti Naipunya, chapter 2. Gopal Jiu Publications. 
Bhubaneshwar. 1994. 
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Vrindavan Spring 

By the vaisnava poet Nripati Lakshmi 
Narayan 

In this composition, the poet glorifies the spring 
season of Vrindavan. 

vasanta-kale vasantt phule 
vaise madhukara taya 
rasa vithari virikha pari 
pikavara kuhu gaya 

During spring, the bumblebee sits on the vasantt 
flower. The cuckoo, being the foremost amongst 
birds, expands rasa by singing a sweet “kuhu”. 

baraja nan vihare hari 
vimala yamuna tire 
barija parhti vikaca ati 
pavana bahe dhtre 

The ladies of Vrindavan glance at Lord Hari by the 
banks of the spotless Yamuna. Heavily blossomed 
hosts of lotus flowers [decorate the river] as the 
breezes blow mildly. 

vinoda cuda bakula beda 
variha sobhe bhala 
vadana sasi aloka rasi 
vipina kare ala 
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Lord Hari’s head is decorated with a beautiful 
ornament of bakula flowers and his forehead is 
decorated with peacock feathers. His moonlike 
face, the sum and substance of all beautiful objects, 
illuminates the entire forest. 

bam yosite vtnara gite 
bolaye madhura tana 
ballava pase ballavt bhase 
varhsite milao gana 

The principal gopts play the vtna while singing 
in melodious voices. The ballavt (Srimati Rad- 
harani) sits next to the ballava (Krishna), talks 
sweetly to him, and supplements the flute with 
her delightful songs. 

vadana vidhu vacana madhu 
sunite judao kana 
lachimi bhane ei subha dine 
vilase gopt kana 

His face — beautiful as the moon! His words 

— sweet like honey! By listening to them, one’s 
ears attain perfection. Lakshmi Narayan says, “On 
this auspicious day, the gopts and Kanu (Krishna) 
enjoy sweet pastimes.” 0 

— Translated from Vaisnava Padavall, fourth edition, April 2010. 
Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna Mukhopadhyay. Published 
by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 
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Nama tattva — Burning away Sins 

From Bhagavan-nama-kaumudI 
of Sri Lakshmidhara 

ajhanad atha vajhanad 
uttamasloka nama yat 
sahkirtitarh agharh pumsdrh 
dahaty edho yatha ’nalah 

Done with or without knowledge, the con¬ 
gregational chanting of the holy names of Lord 
Uttamashloka burns away one’s sins just as fire 
burns away its fuel. 

yatha ’gadarh viryatamam 
upayuktam yadrcchaya 
ajanato py atma gunan 
kuryan mantro py udahrtah 

Just like a powerful and effective medicine inde¬ 
pendently shows its desired result even without the 
knowledge of the recipient, so does the chanting 
of the mantra [of the Lord’s names]. 

harir haratipapani 
dusta cittair api smrtah 
anicchayapi samsprsto 
dahaty eva hi pavakah 

Lord Hari snatches away the sins of even a rogue 
[who chants his name], just as fire burns a person 
who unwillingly touches it. 

vartamanam ca yatpapam 
yad bhutarh yad bhavisyati 
tat sarvam nirdahaty asu 
govindanala kirtanam 

Whatever sins exist [in one] in the present, past 
or the future are immediately burnt in the fire of 
Lord Govinda’s kirtana. ^ 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from S nLaksmldhara Viracita 
Sri Bhagavan Nama Kaumudl with the prakasa commentary. 
Achyut Grantha Mala Karyalaya. Kashi. Vikram Samvat 1984 
(Corresponding to 1927 A.D.) 
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Maintaining Cleanliness 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Everything in the temple should be kept nice and 
clean. Everyone should wash their hands before 
touching anything of Krishna’s. We should always 
remember that Krishna is the purest, and similarly 
only the pure can associate with him. Cleanliness 
is next to Godliness. (Letter to Nandarani, Krsna 
Devi, Subala, and Uddhava. 3 October 1967.) 

You must live up to the rules and regulations of 
brahminicalliie. First and foremost is cleanliness. 
In your country they have so many filthy habits. For 
example, they don’t wash after eating. A brahmin 
does not do like that. If he did so in India, he would 
be highly criticized. So even if you eat a little, still 
you must wash immediately. And the place that you 
eat at must be washed off immediately too. 

A brahmin’s name is suci, or one who is clean. In the 
toilet room wash with water and wash your hands with 
soap. Then wash feet, face and mouth. Your cloth must 
be washed daily, especially any cloth used to sleep 
in. In the kitchen also, things should be kept spotless 
and cooking should only be done by brahmins; oth¬ 
ers may assist. That is the same procedure followed 
with deity worship. So these are some of the points to 
note in brahminical life. Keep yourself clean outside 
by bathing, etc., and clean inside by chanting Hare 
Krishna mantra. Go on in this way and your rapid 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
advancement in Krishna Consciousness will be certain. 


(Letter to Laksmi Narayana. 8 July 1971.) 0 

The Great Tree Named 
Srimad Bhagavatam 

Srila Sridhar Swami 

srimad-bhagavatabhidhah sura-tarus 
tarankurah sajjanih 
skandhair dvadasabhis tatah pravilasad 
bhaktyalavalodayah 
dvatrirhsat tri-satarh ca yasya vilasac 
chakhah sahasrany alath 
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parnany asta-dasestado ’tisulabho 
varvarti sarvopari 

This literature named Srimad Bhagavatam is a de¬ 
sire tree. Its liberating seed is rooted in the spiritual 
world. It has twelve main roots [twelve cantos] form¬ 
ing its trunk that have arisen from the soil of bhakti. It 
has a total of three hundred and thirty five stems [335 
chapters in all the cantos], upon which are eminently 
situated eighteen thousand leaves [verses], which are 
capable of bestowing the reader’s desired object. 

Translator’s Note: dva trimsat tri-satarh ca 
should ordinarily have been interpreted as 332, but 
here it has been interpreted as 335. The total num¬ 
ber of chapters in the Srimad-bhagavatam are 335. 
dva trimsat tri-satarh ca has thus been interpreted 
as a samahara dvandva samasa: ‘dvatrirhsat ca 
trayah ca [tri] satani ca’, which means 32 + 3 + 
300 = 335. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from Srila Sridhar Swami’s 
commentary on Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.1. Sanskrit transcribed 
from aneka vyakhya samalahkrtam Srimad-bhagavatam. Edited 
and compiled by Shri Krishna Shankar Shastri. Ahmedabad. 1965. 

Sri Bhagavatashtakam 

Srila Rasikananda Prabhu 

sn-govinda-padaravinda-madhupan 
anydbhilasojjhitan 
purna-prema-rasotsavojjvala-mano- 
vrtti-prasannananan 
sasvat-krsna-katha-mahamrta-payo 
rasau muda khelato 
vande bhagavatan iman anulavarh 
murdhna nipatya ksitau 

To those who are like bumblebees residing at 
the lotus feet of Sri Govinda; to those who have 
completely given up all material desires [including 
the desire for liberation]; to those whose conscious¬ 
ness is enlightened and faces are effulgent due to 
a complete festival of prema-rasa\ to those who 
eternally sport joyously in the vast nectarean milk 
ocean of krsna-katha ; to those devotees of the Lord 
C bhagavatas ) I offer prostrated obeisances with my 
head on the ground. 

padabje krta-sat-krtav api catur- 
varge ghrnarh kurvato 
drk-pate pi gata-vyathan vraja-pati- 
premamna-svadakan 
manndndn atidustararh bhava-maha- 
pathonidhirh gospadam 


vande bhagavatan iman anulavarh 
murdhna nipatya ksitau 

To those who exhibit hatred towards the four 
aims of life [dharma, artha, kama and moksa], 
even though those four goals offer obeisances at 
their feet; to those who by their very sight relieve 
one of all miseries; to those who consider the in¬ 
surmountable ocean of material existence as water 
in a calf’s hoofprint; to those devotees of the Lord 
(bhagavatas ) I offer prostrated obeisances with my 
head on the ground. 

mrgyarh brahma-bhavadibhir vraja-vadhu 
natharighri-kahja-dvayirh 
svatantryatpranayoru-rajjubhir aho 
baddha balan nirbharam 
svacchandarh pibatas tad-asava-rasarh 
prasyandamanarh muda 
vande bhagavatan iman anulavarh 
murdhna nipatya ksitau 


To those who have independently and com¬ 
pletely bound up with the rope of love the two 
lotus feet of the Lord of the gopis, which are sought 



2 


2 



















Unknonw artist with Gita Press 


Sri hdkmrifa SpmU 



after by Brahma, Shiva, etc.; to those who freely 
delight in drinking the intoxicating nectar emanat¬ 
ing from those lotus feet; to those devotees of the 
Lord ( bhagavatas ) I offer prostrated obeisances 
with my head on the ground. 

visvesarh hrdayotsavan sva-sukhadan 
maya-manusyakrtln 
krsnenadhyavatdritan jana-samud- 
dharaya prthvl-tale 
sarhsdrdbdhi-vahitra-pdda-kamalarhs 
trailokya-bhagyodayan 
vande bhagavatan iman anulavarh 
murdhna nipatya ksitau 

To those who experience a delightful festival 
within their hearts and who cause a delightful fes¬ 
tival in the hearts of the residents of this world; to 
those who, after the disappearance of Lord Krishna, 
have accepted a material human body for the 
complete deliverance of the general population on 
earth; to those whose lotus feet are a suitable boat 
to cross the ocean of material existence; to those 
devotees of the Lord ( bhagavatas ) I offer prostrated 
obeisances with my head on the ground. 

alokamna-danato bhava-maha- 

bandharh nrnarh chindatah 
sparsat pada-saroja-sauca-payasarh 
tapa-trayarh bhindatah 
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alapad vraja-nagarasya padayoh 
premanam atanvato 
vande bhagavatan iman anulavarh 
murdhna nipatya ksitau 

To those whose mere sight bestows transcendental 
nectar and thus shatters the chains that trap souls 
in material existence; to those who by the touch of 
the waters that have bathed their lotus feet the three 
types of miseries are destroyed; to those whose 
speech bestows love for the two lotus feet of Lord 
Krishna, the nagara, romantic hero, of Vraja; to those 
devotees of the Lord (bhagavatas) I offer prostrated 
obeisances with my head on the ground. 

bhavavesa-samujjvalan pulakino 
harsasru-dharavall- 
nirdhautanana-pahkajan nava-navd- 
nandad bhrsam nrtyatah 
premoccais cayitam sa-gadgada-padam 
gopi-pater gayato 

vande bhagavatan iman anulavarh 
murdhna nipatya ksitau 

To those who are seen to radiate effulgence as 
they display ecstatic symptoms of bhava\ to those 
whose bodies display goose bumps and whose 
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lotus faces are drenched with streams of flowing 
tears of ecstasy; to those who in fits of newer and 
newer ecstasies dance profusely in various ways; to 
those who in a loud voice sing the choicest verses 
glorifying the Lord of the gopts in a choked voice; 
to those devotees of the Lord ( bhagavatas ) I offer 
prostrated obeisances with my head on the ground. 

premasvdda-pardyanan hari-pada- 
sphurti-sphuran-manasan 
anandaika-payonidhin rasa-samul- 
lasi-smita-sn-mukhan 
dhanyan sac-caritaugha-nandita-janan 
karunya-purasrayan 
vande bhagavatan iman anulavam 
murdhna nipatya ksitau 

To those who are fully dedicated to tasting love of 
God; to those whose minds always find inspiration in 
the lotus feet of Lord Hari; to those unique oceans of 
bliss; to those whose faces exhibit a smile resulting 
from the bliss of bhakti-rasa\ to those most fortunate 
souls who by their excessive good qualities please 
everyone; to those overflowing reservoirs of mercy; 
to those devotees of the Lord ( bhagavatas) I offer 
prostrated obeisances with my head on the ground. 

krsnad anyam ajanatah ksanam api 
svapne pi visvesvare 
tasmin bhaktim ahaituktm vidadhato 
hrt-kaya-vagbhih sada 
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srilan sad-guna-puhja-keli-nilayan 
premdvatdrdn aham 
vande bhagavatan iman anulavam 
murdhna nipatya ksitau 

To those who even in their dreams for a moment 
do not know of any master besides Krishna; to 
those who exhibit causeless devotion to the Lord 
of the universe through their hearts, bodies and 
speech; to those bearers of good fortune; to those 
who are shelters of innumerable good qualities; to 
those incarnations of prema\ to those devotees of 
the Lord ( bhagavatas ) I offer prostrated obeisances 
with my head on the ground. 

etad bhagavatastakam pathati yah 
sraddhanvitah ksemadam 
bhakty-udreka-vivardhanam pratipadam 
prema-pramoda-pradam 
premanam paramam dhruvam sa labhate 
vrndavanesatmasu 
ksipram bhagavatesu yena vasago 
gopahgana-vallabhah 

Those who faithfully read this bhagavatastakam — 
which provides all protection, creates an abundance 
of bhakti at each step, and bestows the great joy of 
prema — shall quickly attain the ultimate stage of love 
of the bhagavata devotees, the near and dear ones of 
the Lord of Vrindavan. Indeed, those bhagavatas axe 
the ones who control the Lord of the gopts. 0 

— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 
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Praying to Lord Nrsimhadeva 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

When Prahlad Maharaja saw Lord Nrsimhadeva he 
was not at all afraid of the fierce features of the Lord. 
The big jaws and nails of Lord Nrsimhadeva, the fiery 
tongue of the Lord, and the gigantic lion’s head did 
not create any fear for Prahlad Maharaja. He said, “My 
dear Lord! I am not afraid of your fierce features, but 
I am afraid of the repeated cycle of birth and death in 
material existence.” That instruction is very valuable. In 
our material existence we are always in a dangerous and 
fearful condition, but by the spell of may a we do not take 
it very seriously. (Letter to Jadurani. 13 January 1968.) 

After killing the demon Hiranyakashipu, Lord 
Nrsimhadeva was pacified by Prahlad Maharaja, who 
offered prayers in hymns that are very instructive. I shall 
be preparing these for you in my Srimad Bhagavatam. I 
will simply cite one nice verse: “Oh benevolent Lord! 
Friend of the fallen! Oh tender-hearted one! Bound 
by my own karma, I have been thrown into the midst 
of these demons who are destroying everything of 
your devotees! I am therefore extremely averse to the 
unbearable and terrible miseries of this cycle of birth 
and death in this world devoid of service and devotion to 
you. Oh Lord! When will you be pleased with me and call 
me to the shelter of your lotus feet, which are soothing 
like the cooling beams of ten million autumnal moons?” 
(Letter to Uddhava. 16 February 1968.) if 

next column 





His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Unfit for hearing Bhagavad-Gita 

Various Commentaries on Bhagavad-gita 18.67 

idam te natapaskaya nabhaktaya kadacana 
na casusrusave vacyam na ca mdmyo ‘bhyasuyati 

This confidential knowledge may never be explained 
to those who are not austere, or devoted, or engaged 
in devotional service, nor to one who is envious of me. 

Srila Sridhar Swami: 

evam gitartha-tattvam upadisya tat-sampraddya-pravartane 
niyamam aha idam iti. idam gitartha-tattvam te tvacya atapaskaya 
dharmanusthana-hinaya na vacyam. na ca abhaktaya gurav 
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From the book, Voyage aux Indes orientales et a la Chine by Pierre Sonnerat -1782 
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Lord Nrsimhadev 


xsvare ca bhakti-sunyaya kadacid api na vacyam na casusrusave 
paricarydm akurvate vacyam. mam paramesvaramyo ‘bhyasuyati 
manusya-drstya dosaropena nindati tasmai na ca vacyam. 

Translation: Thus having spoken the absolute 
truth named Bhagavad-gfta y in this verse the Lord 
now speaks of the rule regarding its propagation 
in the various sampradayas. The Lord says, “This 
confidential truth about Bhagavad-glta should not be 
spoken by you to a person who is devoid of religiosity 
and scriptural rites ( atapaska ). Nor should it ever be 
spoken to a person who is devoid of devotion to guru 
or the Lord ( abhakta ). Nor to a person who does not 
worship me ( asusrusava ); and neither to those who 
envy me ( abhyasuya), the Supreme Lord, for they see 
me as an ordinary human and criticize me.” 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur: 

evam glta-sastram upadisya sampradaya-pravartane 
niyamam aha idam iti. atapaskaya asamyatendriyaya 
manas cendriyanam ca aikagryam paramam tapah iti 
smrteh. samyatendriye saty api abhaktaya na vacyam. 
samyatendriyatvadi-dharma-traya-vattve ‘pi yo mam 
abhyasuyati mayi nirupadhi-purna-brahmani maya-savarnya- 
dosam aropayati tasmai sarvathaiva na vacyam. 

Translation: Thus having spoken the literature 
named Bhagavad-gita y the Lord now speaks of the rule 
regarding its propagation in the various sampradayas 
in this verse. The word atapaskaya refers to a person 
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who has not controlled his senses. The sruti says, “The 
concentration of mind and senses is the ultimate 
austerity ( tapa )”. Furthermore, even if someone has 
controlled his senses, still this knowledge should not 
be spoken to him if he is a non-devotee (abhakta). 
And even if someone has attained the three qualities 
of sense control, devotion, and following scriptural 
regulations, this literature should never be spoken 
to him if he is envious ( abhyasuya ) of me by imposing 
my qualities on the attributeless brahman. 

Translator’s Note: Srila Baladeva Vidyabhushan 
repeats almost the same points, except that he inter¬ 
prets the word asusrusave to mean - “One devoid of 
the desire to listen.” He also quotes a reference from 
the Vedanta-sutra (4.50) which says — anaviskurvann 
anvayat — “True knowledge is not attained by those 
not in the disciplic succession.” V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit text available 
at Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 



Please Help Me 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

For these last two days you have arranged this 
guru-puja and spent much valuable time. As a friend 
I must tell you that I have many frailties, weaknesses, 
and disqualifications in me. I am telling you the truth. 
We have all come here being attracted to the lotus 
feet of guru-pada-padma y our revered spiritual master 
Sri Srimad A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
and the previous acaryas. Those gurus are very rich 
people. They are not materially rich, but their wealth 
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is prema-dhana , love of God. We have come here with 
the greed how to get that wealth, that prema-dhana. 
That is our purpose in coming here. 

For the last two days you have all offered sraddhahjali , 
homages, unto me. Although I am a most fallen and 
wretched worm in stool, you have glorified me. 
Indirectly, by your glorification, you have given me 
a hint of how I can possess all those good qualities. 
Therefore, bowing my head with folded hands, I offer 
prayers to you one and all. Today we have gotten an 
opportunity to make our offerings from the core of our 
hearts to the lotus feet of such dearya-guru-vargas. But 
how can I offer such puja ? I am not guru, I am aguru f 
laghu. In Sanskrit, laghu , light, is the opposite of guru , 
heavy. For one who is laghu , how will he be able to 
see guru? By some of the very small and insignificant 
portion of mercy that I have gotten from my guru 
maharaja , I am trying my best to render service to 
his lotus feet. On this day I request you, one and all, 
please help me in this effort. I request your heartfelt 
love, help, and cooperation. I consider this my asset. 
Otherwise I cannot render such service. 

Many people have doubt in guru-pada-padma. If you 
have doubts then you cannot make advancement. In 
the Bhagavad-gitdy Krishna says samsayatma vinasyati 
[Bg 4.40] — “A doubtful person perishes.” Criticism 
and doubt are not bhakti. In bhakti there is only sevya 
and sevaka — the relationship of servant and master. 
One who is real guru never says, “I am guru.” He sees 
everyone according t ojtvera ‘svarupa hay a krsnera nitya- 
dasa — he sees their svarupay he sees that all are servants 
of Krishna. The guru has such a vision. His vision is 
not material vision, therefore he is guru. Through him 
we get bhagavany Krishna. Guru says, trnad api sunlcena 
— “I am lower than the straw in the street.” He is so 
humble. He has no pride in being a guru. But if someone 
says, “Don’t you know who I am? I am a great guru! 
Great aedryaV 1 This is dambha f pride. It is a demoniac 
characteristic, not a divine characteristic. It is not a 
characteristic of a vaisnava-sadhu-guru. A real guru has 
humility. If one thinks, “I am guru.” Then he is not guru. 
He is gorUy a quadruped, a cow or a bull. 

I have no qualification to become guru. I have no 
desire to become guru. That was not the purpose for 
which I left my home. My guru said, “Accept disciples. 
Give them training. Otherwise how can you do this 
project? You should have your own men, otherwise 
how can you manage it?” He told me again and again. 
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He also wrote me a letter, “Under your leadership this 
project will be done.” At that time, I said, “My dear 
Srila Prabhupada, I don’t want to be the head. I want 
to be the tail.” But he said, “I want!” That means that 
my gurudeva wants that I become guru and accept 
disciples. To accept disciples means to welcome a great 
danger. You should understand that I’m in a very, 
very dangerous situation. I cannot eat. I cannot sleep 
at night. You will never find a more distressed person 
than me; you won’t find a person who is in a more 
dangerous situation than I am. So with folded hands 
I request you, please protect me. This is my request 
at your feet today. This is the desire of my guru that I 
remain in such a dangerous situation. By this he will 
be happy and pleased. Therefore for his pleasure I have 
accepted this dangerous situation to become guru and 
accept disciples. I think my guru has sent all of you to 
me just to give me protection, not to put me in a more 
dangerous situation. Therefore my request to you is to 
please protect me. To accept disciples means to keep 
up the missionary activities that guru has started. We 
are gosthy-anandfs y preachers. So we have to keep up 
the missionary activities that our guru has started. Not 
that we just occupy the dsana y seat, of guru. it 

— Chapter 6. Sri-Guru-vandana — The Worship of Sri Guru. Gopal Jiu 
Publications. 2010. 


My Final Will 

Srila Jiva Goswami 

samvat 1663 varse margasirsa-masi krsna-dvitiyayam 
sugrhita-nama-dheya-sri-sri-rupa-sanatanakhya-maha- 
mahima-carana-kamalanucarasya sri-sri-vmddvana-sthasya 
jiva-namnah sankalpa-patriyam. 
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Srila Jiva Goswami's Original Handwritten Last Will 
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may a yah kascid vyaparah krto yam asti, sa sarvo ‘pi 
mayaradhyamanayoh srlmat-pratimd-rupenavirbhavitayor 
anayoh srl-srl-radha-krsnayoh seva-saukaryartham eva. sa 
ca seva prathamata eva sadhu-caritaya paramartha-matra- 
parayanaya srl-vilasa-dasaya samarpitasti. tasmad akhilani 
tadlya-sevaupayikataya sangrhltani. mad-anantaram srl- 
vilasa-dasasyaivajheyani. 

16 November 1606: The following is the final will 
of the Vrindavan resident by the name of Jiva — the 
constant follower of the lotus feet of the greatly 
renowned Sri Rupa and Sri Sanatan, whose names 
are worthy of being chanted: 

Whatever activities have been performed by me 
have all been performed for the facilitation of the 
service of my worshipable Lordships Sri Sri Radha 
Krishna, who are present in their deity forms. Firstly, I 
give this service to the saintly-natured soul exclusively 
dedicated to the service of the absolute — Sri Vilas 
Das. Whatever paraphernalia has been collected for 
Sri Sri Radha Krishna’s worship should be known as 
belonging to Sri Vilas Das after my departure. 

kintu madlya-deha-nase yady asau vairagyad va 
samarthyabhavad va svadhikara-nivrttim icchet, yadi ca 
parama-sac-caritrah srl-bharatacarya-tanujah srirnan 
krsna-dasa-nama brahmanah sampratavad anayoh sn-sn- 
radha-krsnayoh sevayam api tadanlm api tisthet, tada tena 
srl-vilasa-dasena svayam asmai seva-sevopakaranani sevya- 
sn-sn-radha-krsna-sahitani sthanani pustaka-paryantani 
sarvani madlyani sahkalpa-purvakam datavyani. atra kasyapy 
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anyasyadhikaro nasti. madly am sarvam maya samarpitam cet 
kasya vanyasyadhikarah syat? yah kascid atra virodhl syat, sa 
eva khalu srl-srl-radha-hrsna-seva-drohlsyatsarvair vaisnavai 
rajabhis ca dandy ah syat. 

However, if on the destruction of my body he [Sri 
Vilas Das] due to renunciation or incapability, wishes 
to be relieved of this service, and if the supremely 
saintly son of Sri Bharatacharya, the brahmin 
named Srirnan Krishna Das, desires to be situated 
in the service of Sri Sri Radha Krishna at that time, 
then Sri Vilas Das should himself hand over all my 
paraphernalia of worship along with the worshipable 
deities and everything else including books through 
another will. In this there is no other person who can 
claim any rights. Everything that belongs to me is 
being offered by me so how can anyone else have a say 
in this matter? If anyone opposes this then certainly 
he is a heretic and punishable by all the vaisnava kings. 

srimatah krsnaddsa-viprasydnyathd-bhave tu srl-vilasa-dasena 
svecchaya kasmaicid any asmai yogyaya sarvam samarpanlyam. 
yadi ca mayijlvaty eva sri-vildsa-ddsasyanyatha-bhavah syat, tada 
vicarya samadheyam mayaiva sarvam. 

atra tu madlya-sva-hasta-lekho yam evasdksi-sahasram.yatoyo 
jas tarn imam lekham draksyati, sa sa eva saksl syat. yadi tad idam 
samprati lokesu na spastlkrtam tat khalu sampraneta kascit kascid 
atra matsaryam karisyatlti vicaryam, kintu yadi mama marane 
savadhanata syat, tada tad idam lokesu spastam evajhapayisyamlti. 
tad idam gaudaksarenapi likhyate. tad etad eva pramanam iti. 
athaye kecin mad-istatama bhavanti, te sarve py atra sahayyam 
karisyantlti prarthyate ca. kalyanam astu kalyanam astu. 

If the brahmin Sri Krishna Das also is incapable of per¬ 
forming this service, then Sri Vilas Das should willingly 
surrender everything to another fully eligible person. 
If Sri Vilas Das wishes to retire from this service in my 
mortal presence, then all decisions will rest on me solely. 

That this is my handwriting is a fact that can be 
testified by thousands. Moreover, those who saw me 
writing this will are also witnesses to the same. If it 
is not clear that certain handwriting is mine, then it 
should be considered if someone has enviously writ¬ 
ten something fake. However, if caution is exercised 
after my death, then this letter will be clear enough to 
convey my will. I am also writing the same in Bengali 
alphabet. That too should be considered as evidence. 
And I pray to all those who are my well-wishers that 
they may kindly help me in this matter. Auspicious¬ 
ness to everyone! Auspiciousness to everyone! : W 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from the Sanskrit text available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 
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The Cat Baba and the Blind Vulture 



Impetus for Progress 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Each one of us should be ideal to the other so 
that everyone can get impetus to make progress 
more and more. it 

— Letter to Satsvarupa. 9 April 1968. 

The Cat Baba and 
The Blind Vulture 

Adapted from the Hitopadesa 
Of Sri Vishnu Sharma 

On the side of the banks of the river Ganga was 
a cliff on which grew a great fig tree. In the hollow 
of that tree lived a vulture named Jaradgava, who 
due to misfortune had no eyes and no claws. Out of 
pity, the birds residing on that tree used to take out 
a little portion of their own food and give it to the 
vulture to keep him alive. Jaradgava lived on that 
tree and protected the young fledgling birds there. 
Once a male cat called Dirghakarna came there to 
eat the baby birds. Seeing him approaching, the 
fledglings began crying out of fear. Hearing their 
cries, Jaradgava asked, “Who is coming?” 

Seeing the vulture, Dirghakarna became fearful, 
and thought, “Oh, I am dead. Now he is going to tear 
me to pieces.” Then he thought, “I am too close 
to him, I cannot run away. Let whatever has to 
happen, happen. I will try to gain his faith and go 
near him. Thinking like this, he approached the 
vulture and said, “Respected sir, I salute you.” 
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A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


The vulture said, “Who are you?” 

Dirghakarna said, “I am a cat.” 

“A cat? Go away or you will be dead.” 

Dirghakarna said, “Please first listen my words, and 
then if I should be killed, kill me. 

jdtimdtrena kim kascid vadhyate pujyate kvacit 
vyavaharam parijnaya vadhyah pujyo ‘thava bhavet 

Why should one be killed or worshiped simply based 
on caste or birth? First examine the behavior, and then 
decide whether to kill or worship. (Text 58) 

The vulture said, “Why have you come here?” 

The cat said, “I stay on the bank of the Ganga, 
where I take bath every day. I am vegetarian, observe 
celibacy, and I follow the candrayana-vrata [a difficult 
fast in which one’s intake of food is diminished by one 
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mouthful each day as the moon wanes and increased 
in the same way as the moon waxes]. The birds 
constantly praise your honor as one wholly given to 
the study of morality. They have said that you are 
very religious, knowledgeable, and a very loving and 
trustworthy person. Therefore I have come to hear 
of religious principles from you who are advanced in 
both knowledge and age. You being such a knower of 
religion, still you are ready to kill me, your guest?” 
The cat then began quoting more verses from sastra : 

arav apy ucitarh karyam atithyam grham agate 
chettum apy agate chhayam nopasamharate drumah 

Even if an enemy comes to one’s home, he should be 
treated like a guest, just like a tree does not refuse its 
shade to a person who goes to cut it. (59) 

“Moreover,” Dirghakarna continued, “even if a 
guest is a young child, an old man, or a youthful 
person, he should be given all respect because a 
guest is worshipable like a guru for everyone. Saintly 
persons give their mercy even to those who have no 
good qualities, just as the moon does not refuse to give 
its moonlight over the house of a candala. If a guest 
leaves someone’s home dissatisfied then he takes away 
all the piety of the householder and, in return, the 
householder takes all the sins of the guest. Even if a 
man of a lower caste visits the house of a higher caste 
person, he should be well received because a guest is 
the embodiment of all the demigods. 

Jaradgava said, “A cat likes to eat flesh. There are many 
infant birds living here. Therefore I spoke in that manner.” 

Hearing this, the cat said, “Sir,” and as he spoke he 
first solemnly touched the ground as his first witness, 
then his two ears, and then, calling on Krishna as a 
second witness to his words, he said, “I am completely 
renounced. I have overcome lust and I observe the 
most difficult candrayana-vrata. I am a knower of sastra. 
Although various scriptures have different opinions 
on various topics, they all unanimously accept the 
principle that non-violence is the supreme religion.” 

Dirghakarna then began quoting further statements 
from sastra : 

sarva-himsa-nivrttaye narah sarva-sahas caye 
sarvasyasraya-bhutas ca te narah svarga-gaminah 

Those persons who are free from all violence, who 
tolerate everything, and who give shelter to all, are 
definitely candidates for attaining heaven. (66) 

martavyam itiyad duhkham purusasyopajayate 
sakyas tenanumanena paro pi pariraksitum 


The distress one feels when ones life is in danger 
should be used to understand the unhappiness of oth¬ 
ers in similar circumstances. Thus one should abstain 
from killing others. (69) 

svacchanda vana-jatena sakenapi prapuryate 
asya dagdhodarasyarthe kah kuryat patakam mahat 

One can fill his belly from the grass and leaves natu¬ 
rally found in the forest. What need is there to commit 
sins just to stuff the stomach? (70) 

In this way, the cat gained Jaradgava’s confidence. 
The vulture came to think that Dirghakarna was 
a great saint, and he allowed the cat to live in the 
hollow of the tree. Dirghakarna would daily, very 
quietly, catch a few baby birds, bring them to his 
place, and eat them. The birds whose babies were 
eaten began lamenting, and they started searching 
for their young. Knowing that the birds were 
searching for him, the cat came out from the hollow 
of the tree and ran away. Shortly after that the birds 
found bones spread around here and there in the 
hollow of the tree, and thinking that the vulture had 
eaten their babies, they killed him. 

• • • 

Just as the cat moved into the shelter of the tree 
and took advantage of the situation, there are 
many false pretenders who want to join religious 
movements, which they see as an easy way to 
maintain themselves. This goes on everywhere in 
the world. If the managers of the ashrams, temples, 
churches, mosques, and synagogues are materialistic 
persons, spiritually blind and powerless like the blind 
and clawless old vulture, they will easily be impressed 
by cat-like pseudo-spiritualists who want to join 
their ranks. Quoting some verses from scripture and 
acting like saintly persons, such cat babas convince 
gullible leaders to give them access to the neophyte 
followers in their congregations. The innocent babies 
of spiritual movements are thus destroyed, and the 
movements are compromised. 

Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya (19.59-60) describes: 

channa-pahke sthala-dhiya patanti bahavo nanu 
baidala-vratiko py evam sanga-sambhasanarccanaih 

Just as many fall into quicksand along the riverbank, 
mistaking it to be dry land, similarly, many spiritual 
aspirants are doomed by following hypocrites, who are 
like the cat who recites a vow to be a saintly vegetarian 
in order to attract the worship of the mice. 

atmanaivopahasita-mithya-dhyana-samadhibhih 
nirlajjavahcayanti mam lokam dambhena-vancitah 
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Mysore, early 19th century 
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Govinda 


Although they make fools of themselves by pretending 
to perform meditation and trance, being without shame 
they cheat the people of this world through hypocrisy. 

In his purport to Caitanya-bhagavata (adi 16.228), 
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 
has quoted the following verse: 

dharma-dhvaji sadalubdhas chadmikoloka-dambhakah 
vaidala-vratikojheyo himsra-sarvabhisandhikah 

One should know that the dharma-dhvaji (who makes a 
false show of being religious), the person who always 
desires other’s wealth, the duplicitous person, the 
person who cheats, the envious person, and the person 
who blasphemes are hypocritical brahmins who follow 
vaidala-vrata , ‘the vow of a cat’. ( Manu-samhita 4.195) 

The cat in the story posed himself as a sincere spiritual 
aspirant, but his actual purpose was to kill and eat the 
baby birds in the tree. In his article entitled “Putana”, 
Srila Saraswati Thakur has similarly compared the witch 
demoness who tried to kill baby Krishna by offering him 
poison on her breast to a false guru whose real purpose 
is to kill those who are babies in spiritual life: 

Putana is the slayer of all infants. The baby, when he 
or she comes out of the mother’s womb, falls at once 
into the hands of the pseudo-teachers of religion. 
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These teachers are successful in forestalling the attempts 
of the good preceptor, whose help is never sought by 
the atheists of this world at the baptisms of their babies. 
This is ensured by the arrangements of all established 
churches of the world. They have been successful only 
in supplying watchful Putanas for effecting the spiritual 
destruction of persons from the moment of their birth 
with the cooperation of their worldly parents. No human 
contrivance can prevent these Putanas from obtaining 
possession of the pulpits. This is due to the general preva¬ 
lence of atheistic disposition in the people of this world. 

In his SriCaitanya-siksdmrta (3.2), Srila Bhaktivinode 
Thakur has warned that devotees should be careful 
of such persons: 

The devotee should give up the association of the devotee- 
pretender, understanding him to be a materialist. 
Towards those who are sincere, the devotee should offer 
service and respect. Meeting a true vaisnava , the devotee 
should associate with him and serve him with his heart; 
to the ordinary vaisnava- inclined people he should show 
respect. This respect is an external service. 

These vaisnava-like people are of three types: those 
who fully accept the vaisnava conclusions but are not 
practicing themselves; those who take up the vaisnava 
signs and appearance, but are not real vaisnavas y 
though they have respect for the vaisnavas; those who 
are born in the families of great vaisnavas , and wear the 
signs of a vaisnava but are not real vaisnavas. 

A true vaisnava is measured by the degree of purity 
and depth of devotion, and his capacity to inspire 
others. A person attains the status of a real vaisnava 
as soon as a little pure devotion appears in his 
heart. If a person respects and takes association of 
the non-vaisnava in the same way that he respects 
the true vaisnava or the ordinary vaisnava , then 
his devotion will decrease. Thus, amongst those 
who wear the vaisnava marks and appear to be 
vaisnavasy certain ones should be avoided. These 
people should be satisfied with the respect due to 
all human beings, which is part of the secondary 
rules, but they should not be accepted or respected 
as real vaisnavas. If they happen to become pure 
devotees, then they are also qualified for associa¬ 
tion with other pure devotees. 

False vaisnavas are those who wear the vaisnava 
marks for the purpose of cheating, those who iden¬ 
tify themselves as followers of the vaisnava acaryas 
for the purpose of introducing advaita philosophy to 
the vaisnavas y and those who advertise themselves 
as vaisnavas to gain money, position or some other 
material enjoyment. 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 
and his disciple Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
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Prabhupada were not blind to such cat-like pseudo 
spiritualists, yet they welcomed everyone into the 
ranks of their movement. One may wonder why they 
did so. Upon contemplation, one can see that these 
powerful preachers took shelter of two “secret” 
weapons to overcome the demoniac tendencies of 
such dharma-dhvajf followers — the holy name and 
Srfmad Bhagavatam. They were both well aware of 
the supreme potency of these two items in purifying 
wrongs and establishing truth. As stated in Srfmad 
Bhagavatam (8.23.16): 

mantratas tantratas chidram desa-kalarha-vastutah 
sarvarh karoti nischidram anusahkfrtanam tava 

There may be discrepancies in pronouncing the 
mantras and observing the regulative principles, 
and, moreover, there may be discrepancies in regard 
to time, place, person and paraphernalia. But when 
your Lordship’s holy name is chanted, everything 
becomes faultless. 

Similarly, Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu¬ 
pada once instructed the GBC body of ISKCON: 

“This chanting should go on. Instead of meetings, reso¬ 
lutions, dissolutions, revolutions and then no solutions, 
there should be chanting.” [From Lildmrta Vol.6 p.182] 

They understood that as long as the holy name and 
Srfmad Bhagavatam were prominent in their society then 
all mistakes would ultimately be corrected. As stated 
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Radha Krishna with Lalita 


in Srfmad Bhagavatam (1.5.11), tad-vag-visargojanatagha- 
viplavo — the nature of the transcendental words of 
Srfmad Bhagavatam is that they will always bring about a 
revolution in the lives of the people in general. —MD it 
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By the medieval poet Sri Gopal Das 


A Little Learning is Dangerous 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I am finding that if any of our students artificially try to 
become scholars by associating with unwanted persons, 
they become victimized, for a little learning is dangerous, 
especially for the Westerners. I am seeing that as soon as 
they begin to learn a little Sanskrit, immediately they feel 
that they have become more than their guru and then 
the policy is kill guru — and be killed himself. 

So we shall have to teach character and spiritual 
understanding to the young children. To study 
other things as a high grade scholar is secondary 
for us. The first thing is to build up character 
and be experienced in the understanding of the 
conclusions of the Srfmad Bhagavatam. -W 
— Letter to Dixit. 18 September 1976. 

Prabhupada is Still Directing 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Devotee:Why are there so many conflicting ideas 
for the ISKCON movement? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Bah, stop it! There is no 
conflict. No conflict. No conflict. You are a mad 
fellow! There is no conflict, no confusion. It is all 
clear, baba! Conflict and confusion are within you. 
Therefore you see conflict. If you put on yellow 
glasses, everything looks yellow. A man sees the 

next column ^ 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


reflection of his mind. In your mind there is conflict 
and confusion, and therefore you see it outside. 

When Hanuman went to Ravana’s capital Lanka, 
he was extremely angry because the demon Ravana 
had kidnapped his master’s wife, Sita. Out of anger, 
Hanuman’s eyes were red hot. Ravana had kept Sita in a 
very lovely garden, called the Ashok Van. Asoka means, 
“no lamentation”. That garden was extremely beautiful. 
Ravan had brought so many varieties of nice flowers, 
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fruits, and birds from the heavenly planets. In that garden 
were many wonderful ponds and springs. Hanuman went 
there, but he saw no variety. He saw everything red, 
because anger was inside him. His eyes were red hot. Do 
you understand? Are your doubts clear? 

Devotee: No. 

Gour Govinda Swami: No? Why not? 

Devotee: For instance, when Srila Prabhupada was 
directly present, everything in ISKCON was under 
his direction. 

Gour Govinda Swami: He is still directing, but you 
can’t see it. You have no vision. It will take time for 
you to understand. Be patient and wait, wait, wait. All 
these problems are inside you. The conflict is within 
you. Therefore you see such things outside. 1$ 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar on 23 March 1993. 

Bhima Meets Hanuman 

Adapted from the Vana-parva of Mahabharata 

As the Pandavas made their way from one holy tlrtha 
to another, they finally came to Badrikashrama in the 
Himalayan Mountains. It was a very scenic spot that 
could hardly be described in words. The flowers that 
bloomed there could not be found anywhere else in 
the world. One day, as Draupadi was gazing on the 


beautiful scenery, a strong wind arose and blew a 
thousand-petaled lotus flower into her lap. The flower 
had a celestial effulgence, a captivating aroma, and its 
beauty was unearthly. She took the flower to Bhima 
and requested, “Behold, 0 Bhima, this most celestial 
flower. 0 repressor of the foes, it has gladdened my 
heart. I shall present this one to Yudhisthira. Will you 
also obtain others for my satisfaction so that I may 
carry them to our hermitage in Kamyaka?” 

Bhima was delighted to please Draupadi in some 
way, and he proceeded to follow the path the scented 
flower had left. He traced the perfumed air for some 
time, and suddenly he realized he had covered a long 
distance. When he blew his conch shell, rousing the 
lions in the area, he then heard a loud pounding that 
caused the earth to tremble. 

As Bhima approached that pounding sound, which 
was like a challenge to him, he suddenly saw a huge 
monkey lying on a stone slab. The monkey was waving 
his tail in the air and dashing it against the ground, 
causing the tremendous noise that spread in all 
directions. Bhima was completely amazed, for he had 
never seen a monkey like this before. The monkey was 
sitting there with half-opened eyes, calmly blocking the 
way. As Bhima approached, the monkey advised him, 



Krishna and the Pandavas 
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Lithograph, Ravi Varma studios, c. 1920 
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Hanuman carrying Rama and Lakshman on his shoulders 


“Young man, why do you make so much noise? Most of the 
animals in this region were sleeping peacefully, and now 
you have awakened them. Please be more considerate, and 
do not be so cruel to the inhabitants of this region. Beyond 
this point, the forest is impassable. It is a path leading to 
heaven and cannot be taken by ordinary mortals. Rest 
awhile here and eat some fruits. After your fatigue is 
relieved, you may return to your residence.” 

Bhima was surprised that the monkey could talk like 
a human being, and questioned him, “May I know who 
you are? What monkey speaks like a human being? You 
must be some demigod in disguise. As for myself, I am 
the son of Vayu, and my mother is the chaste Kunti. My 
name is Bhima, and I am one of the Pandavas.” Bhima 
then told him the history of how they were exiled to 
the forest. He also informed the monkey that at the 
present moment they were waiting for the return of 
their brother Arjuna from the heavenly planets. The 
monkey smiled when Bhima told him all this, and said, 
“I know that I am obstructing your path, but I have 
become ill and cannot move. If you want my advice, 
you should return via the path by which you came.” 

Bhima’s eyes reddened in anger, and he became 
very impatient. “I do not want your advice,” he said. 
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“Move out of my way, or I will have to move 
you myself.” 

The monkey replied, “I have grown too old to move and 
most of the time I simply lie here. If you insist on going 
further, then you can do so by leaping over my body.” 

Bhima was becoming frustrated with the whole 
matter. He said to the monkey, “You are an elderly 
personality, and you are lying on my path. It is not 
proper for me to jump over your body, for the Supreme 
Soul exists in everyone. It is also disrespectful to 
elders. If I had not known that Supreme Lord exists in 
everyone’s heart, then I would have leapt over your 
body and this mountain as the great Hanuman did 
when he crossed the sea to Lanka.” 

The monkey inquired, “Who is this Hanuman who 
bounded over the ocean? You speak of him with 
respect. His name comes with affection from your 
mouth. Have you met him before? Can you relate 
something about him?” 

The monkey looked at Bhima with a smirk on his 
face, and Bhima became furious. He exclaimed, “You 
are a monkey, and you do not know who Hanuman 
is? Hanuman is the greatest of all monkeys. He is also 
the son of the wind god Vayu and is, therefore, my 
esteemed brother. He is famed for his devotion to 
Lord Ramachandra. He is the illustrious chief of the 
monkeys, who is renowned in the Ramayana. When 
Lord Ramachandra lost his wife Sita, that brother 
of mine leaped across the sea to Ravana’s abode 
and discovered her whereabouts. He then set the 
city of Lanka on fire. Later, he killed many raksasa 
generals in the battle of Lanka. He even carried a 
huge mountain from the Himalayas just to save the 
life of Lord Ramachandra’s brother, Lakshman. I am 
insignificant in comparison to his strength, but I am 
able to fight with you if I have to. I must proceed 
further into this forest, and you must clear the way.” 

The monkey smiled calmly when he saw Bhima’s 
impatience. He said, “Please do not be angry with me. 
I tell you the truth when I say that I am too old to 
move from this spot. If my tail obstructs your path, 
then just move it aside and go on your way.” 

Bhima, thinking that the monkey was failing in 
energy, thought, “I will take hold of his tail and throw 
this monkey, destitute of strength, to Yamaraja’s 
abode.” Assured of his prowess, and smiling, Bhima 
approached the tail, and with his left hand he tried 
to move the tail as if it were a twig on the ground, 
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but the tail would not move. He tried with both hands, 
but still he could not lift the tail. He tried again and 
again, but still he could not budge the tail so much 
as an inch. The monkey was smiling in amusement, 
which only increased Bhima’s anger. Bhima tried 
repeatedly to lift the monkey’s tail till his face was 
completely red, his eyebrows tightened, his eyes 
rolled, his face was contracted in wrinkles, and his 
body was covered with sweat. Finally, Bhima had to 
admit his defeat. He went before the monkey and 
prostrated himself, saying, “Please forgive my harsh 
words. Out of ignorance I have transgressed the 
conduct of good behavior to elders. Your power is 
greater than mine, and therefore, you must be some 
demigod descended from the higher regions. Please 
tell me who you are.” 

The monkey smiled at him and said, “I will gladly tell 
you who I am. I am the son of the wind god, Hanuman.” 
With these words, they tightly embraced each other, 
and tears of joy came from their eyes. They talked for 
a long time, and Bhima was thrilled beyond words 
that he had finally met his brother, whom he had 
only heard about previously. Before their departure, 
Hanuman bestowed a boon on Bhima, 

vijayasya dhvajasthas ca nadan moksyami darunan 
satrunamye prana-harah sukhamyena hanisyatha 
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"Staying on the victory flag [of Arjuna], I will shout out 
fiercely in such a way that it will make the enemies al¬ 
most lifeless, and thus it will be easy for you to kill them.” 

After Hanuman gave this boon to the Pandavas, the 
brothers embraced and departed. -It" 

Bibliography 

— Mahabharata , unpublished manuscript. English translation by Sri 
Hrdayananda Das Goswami. © Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. 

— Sections adapted from Chapter 148-153 of the Mahabharata , Vana 
Parva. Edited by T.R. Krishnacharya and T.R. Vyasacharya. Printed at 
Nirnaya Sagar Press, Bombay. 1908. 

My Desire 

Sri Gopal Das 

(Dhanasi-raga) 

hari hari amara emana kabe habe 
visaya daruna visajahjdla chutibe 

Hari! Hari! When will I escape from the power of 
this horrible poison? 

dara-sukha-bhoge mu-i ha-ha virakta 
sarana la-ha suka vaisnava bhagavata 

When will I renounce the joys of household life and 
take shelter of Srila Sukadev Goswami, the vaisnavas , 
and the Bhagavatam ? 

karahga kothali hate galaya kantha diya 
madhukan magi khaba vraja-vasi haiya 

When, residing in Vraja with a patchwork cloth 
around my neck and a bowl in my hand, will I eat by 
begging as a madhukan ? 

samsara-sukhera mukhe analajvdliyd 
thu thu kariya kabeya-iba chadiya 

When will I spit far away the flames of material 
sense gratification that burn in my mouth? 

jati kula abhimana sakala chadiba 
gopalera asa kata divase phaliba 

When will I renounce my family, social station, 
pride, and everything else? Ah! After how many days 
will Gopal’s desire be fulfilled? 1# 
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A Single Sincere Soul 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I have seen your statement regarding opening 
centers. I am not in agreement with Mr. Altman 
that we are expanding very thinly. In my opinion a 
single sincere soul can maintain a center. You know 
I started the center at 26 Second Avenue alone. I took 
the risk of $200 per month for the rent. At that time 
there were no assistants.,Still I was maintaining an 
establishment simply depending on Krishna, and 
then Krishna sent me everything, men and money. 
Similarly, if a sincere soul goes out and opens a center 
in any part of the world, Krishna will help him in 
all respects. Without being empowered by Krishna, 
nobody can preach Krishna consciousness. It is not 
academic qualification or financial strength which 
helps in the matter, but sincerity of purpose. In 
this way, you will follow my example as I did in the 
beginning at 26 Second Avenue. That is preaching; 
cooking, writing, talking, chanting, everything a one 
man show. I never thought about the audience. I was 
prepared to chant even if there was no one to hear 
me. The principle of chanting is to glorify the Lord 
and not to attract a crowd. If Krishna hears nicely 
then he will ask some sincere devotees to gather in 

next column ^ 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

such place. Therefore, my advice is that thousands 
of centers may be started if we find just one sincere 
soul for each and every center. V 
— Letter to Subala. 12 November 1967. 
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Srinivas Acharya 
Meditates on Gaura-lila 

Adapted, from chapter 6 ofSrila Narahari 
Chakravarti Thakur’s Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 

One day in a very secluded place, Srinivas meditated 
on the pastimes of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who 
is like a moon shining in Nabadwip. 

brahmadi-vandita navadvlpa ramyasthana 
vasantadi chaya rtu sada murtiman 

Brahma and the demigods offer obeisances to 
beautiful Nabadwip where the six seasons personified, 
with springtime personified as their leader, are always 
manifest. (Text 129) 

sobhaye vividha vrksalata puspamaya 
kokiladi-sabde sarvacitta akarsaya 

In Nabadwip the flower-filled trees and vines are 
beautiful and glorious. The cooing of the cuckoos and 
other birds attracts every heart. (130) 

navadvlpa-madhye ki ascarya “mayapura” 
se-sthana-darsane sarva tapayaya dura 
In the middle of Nabadwip is the astonishing land of 
Mayapur. All sufferings flee far away from whoever 
sees that place. (131) 

Srinivas saw Lord Gaurasundar surrounded by his 
dear associates, enjoying unprecedented blissful 


pastimes as he sat on a wonderful simhasana in that 
place. Suddenly Mahaprabhu gestured that Srinivas 
should come close. Srinivas then stood at the Lord’s 
side, and with great care he annointed Mahaprabhu’s 
graceful limbs with wonderful fragrant sandalwood 
paste. He then placed a garland of many different 
flowers around the Lord’s neck, and with a joyful 
heart he began fanning the Lord with a camara. 

Drinking the nectar of the moon of Lord 
Gaurasundara’s face, Srinivas was overcome with 
emotion. In his ecstasy he forgot who he was. He 
began trembling and could not keep his body still. 
Tears of divine love flowed from his eyes. Various 
symptoms of ecstasy appeared on his body. Seeing the 
emotions of Srinivas, Mahaprabhu was very pleased. 

Sri Gaurasundar then took off the flower garland 
from his own neck and gave it to Srinivas. When 
the garland touched him, Srinivas felt like he was 
swimming in an ocean of bliss. 

Suddenly, Srinivas returned to external consciousness. 
When he opened his eyes and looked about, he saw 
around his neck the same garland that the Lord had 
given him in his vision. There was no limit to the beauty 
and fragrance of that garland. Bumblebees flew to it 
from every direction. Although Srinivas quickly tried 
to conceal the garland, someone saw it. 



Maha-prakasa-llla at the home ofSrivas Thakur 
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deary era Varya sarigopane niti niti 
navadvlpa-vihare nimagna divarati 
Srinivas Acharya always carefully concealed his 
activities. Day and night he was plunged in meditation 
on Mahaprabhu’s pastimes in Nabadwip. (143) it 
Bibliography 

— Srila Narahari Chakravarti. SriBhakti-ratnakara. English translation 
by Kusakratha Das. Published by Krishna Library. Alachua Florida. 

— Srila Narahari Chakravarti. SriBhakti-ratnakara. Gaudiya Mission. 
Calcutta. 501 Gaurabda. Bengali. 

“Friendly Advice” 
Hitopadesa of Vadiraj Tirtha 

Srila Vadiraj Tirtha was an acarya in the Madhva 
sampradaya. He was born in 1480 in a Brahmin family 
and took sannyasa at the age of eight Some say that he 
was a student or disciple ofVyasa Tirtha. Vadiraj Tirtha 
was a great scholar and one of the most famous poets in the 
Madhva line. It is said that he spoke in poetry, thought in 
poetry , and argued his points in poetry. He wrote twenty- 
three major works and a hundred or so stotras, Sanskrit 
poems. He is said to have lived 120 years. Hitopadesa, 
literally u friendly advice”, is five verses of essential wisdom. 

smara krsnam bhaja harim nama visnum sraydcyutam 
tyaja kamamjaya krodhamjahi moham bhavalayam 

Remember Krishna! Sing of Hari! Offer obeisances 
to Vishnu! Take shelter of Achyuta! Give up lust! 
Defeat anger! Win over this world of delusion! 

srnu sauri kathah puny ah pasya srvpati vigraham 
jighra srlpada tulaslh sprsa vaikuntha vallabham 

Listen to the blissful tales of Krishna! See the deity of 
the Lord of Lakshmi! Taste the tulasl leaves which have 
adorned his feet! Make the master ofVaikuntha ones own! 

bhunksva kesava naivedyam tistha madhava mandire 
japa narayana-manum patha tan nama marigalam 

Honor the prasadam of Kesava! Reside in the temple 
of Madhava! Meditate on the name of Narayan! Recite 
his auspicious names! 

pdhi prapannajanatam druhi tathyam hitam nrnam 
jehi kantitam arthibhyohyahi sajjana-sangatim 

Take the counsel of the wise! Always keep ones 
ultimate welfare in mind! Give up adoration of the 
glow of wealth! Seek the company of good people! 

kuru bhuta day am nityam cara dharmam ahar nisam 
janih nityam atmanam avekhyannaddhi nasvaram 
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Krishna gets lessons in playing flute 

Always carry out acts of kindness to others! Follow 
the rules of dharma without fail! Know that the self 
is eternal and all else is transient! 

panca slokxrh imam sasvat patha dharaya ciritaya 
etavan sarva-vedarthah samasena nirupitah 

One should read and think about this composition 
of five slokas. In them, the purport of all the Vedas 
has been condensed and explained. 

nasti narayana-samam na bhutam na bhavisyati 
etena satyavakyena sarvarthan sadhayamy aham 

Knowing that there is no one equal to Narayan, that 
there was no one equal to him in the past and that 
there will be no one equal to him in the future, I will 
achieve everything, "it 

Bibliography 

— Unknown translator. Found in the Vaisnava Folio Archives. 
Compiled by Sri Narasingha Caitanya Matha. No date. 

When the Lord is Merciful ... 

The medieval Gaudiya poet Radhamohan Das 

(Gurjari-raga) 

kabe prabhura anugraha haba 
visaya-basand-pasa kabe mora habe nasa 

kabe ami vrndavane yaba 
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(Refrain)When will the Lord be merciful to me? 
When will the noose of material desires around my 
neck be cut? When will I go to Vrindavan? 

e samsare duhkha-phala se anande mahabala 
janiyayaiba sex sthdne 

sarva duhkha palaibe gadagadi diba yabe 

rdsa-sthallyamund-puline 

The material world bears suffering as its only fruit. 
I shall go to a place where I know that there is only 
intense bliss. Then all material sufferings will flee 
far away. I will roll on the ground at the rasa-dance 
arena on the Yamuna’s banks. 

krsna-murti govardhana maha-bhagya darasana 

mora kiye babe hena karma 
krsnera radhika yaiche srx kunda tahara taiche 

kaya mane kabe habe marma 

If I become fortunate I will see the deity of 
Krishna on Govardhan Hill. Will I be able to do 
that? When will my body, mind, and heart run to 
Radhakund and Shyamakund? 

kunda-yuge snana kari seikhane yadi maxi 

take bujhi mora habe gati 

tumi prabhu dayamaya e radha-mohana kaya 

siddha kara ei ta kakuti 

I know the destination that I will attain if I bathe 
in those two kundas and die there. Radhamohan Das 
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"Bhakti" 


says, “0 Lord, you are very merciful. Please grant me 
these perfections. I beg this of you.” 1$ 

Bibliography 

— Kusakratha Das (editor and translator). The Acaryas Songs and Poems 
Glorifying Lord Gauranga and Lord Govinda. Unpublished manuscript. 

— Vaisnava Padavall , fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited 
by Hare Krishna Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya 
Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 

No Other Need 

Moksa-dharma 

yd vai sadhana-sampatti purusartha-catustaye 
taya vina tad apnoti naro narayanasrayah 

A person who takes shelter of Lord Narayan 
need not perform any separate activities for 
achieving religiosity, economic development, sense 
gratification, or liberation. It 

— Quoted in Bhakti-sandarbha 180.15 and Paramatma-sandarbha 1.22. 
Translated by Kusakratha Das. 
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Doll Displays 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

We want to display doll exhibitions in every center 
of our society depicting some narration from the 
Bhagavatam , Mahabharata, Caitanya-caritamrta , or 
Bhagavad-gita, etc. Just like the picture of Arjuna’s 
chariot driven by Krishna between the two groups of 
soldiers, the pictures are already there in our books, 
and they are to be demonstrated by doll exhibitions. 
(Letter to Rupanuga Das, 9 May 1973.) 

You mention that Saptaratha Prabhu is in our Buffalo 
project making a nice doll display for the temple. You 
should tell him that others should also learn from him 
how to make these dolls. We have to make these doll 
displays for our temples all over the world on many 
different subject matters from the scriptures. It is a 
very nice way of attracting all people, especially in 
the West. (Letter to Rupanuga Das, 18 December 1974.) 

So far as your future plans are concerned, you 
should understand that at every center there should 
be such doll exhibitions. Wherever it is suitable, 
you should take that up first. In the new New York 
building, one flat should be for this exhibition. (Letter 
to Baradraja Das, 18 November 1975.) 

Upon seeing the pictures of the doll exhibit I thought 
it was some of our devotees play-acting! This boy 
Saptaratha Das has done the dolls very, very nicely. 
Now make a museum for the public. This doll making 
was one of the programs of my Guru Maharaja, and the 
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exhibit used to tour India. That same exhibit, although 
falling apart, is still touring India today and people are 
appreciating it. So develop this program. I am very 
pleased with this boy’s work. Encourage him. (Letter 
to Rupanuga Das, 7 December 1975.) 

General Rules for Caturmasya 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur Prabhupada 

The rule for following urja-vrata , or caturmasya. , is 
that one must avoid non-vegetarian foods, like urad 
dal, betel nuts, kidney beans, and stale foods. One must 
not deviate from following whatever resolution he has 
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made for that period, such as chanting a prescribed 
number of rounds or rendering some special devotional 
service. The general rule is that one should offer simple 
boiled vegetarian food to the Supreme Lord and honor 
the prasadam. One should also give up laziness, too 
much sleeping, n on-vaisnava behavior, and shaving 
the head or face, and one should take bath daily and 
practice celibacy. (Letter from Sri Bhaktivinode Asan, 
Ultadanga Junction Road. 10 January 1919.) W 

— Excerpted from Patramrta, Nectar from the Letters , p. 21. Touchstone 
Media. Kolkata. 2012. 



BRAHMIN. 


Who is a Brahmin? 

Adapted from the Bhavisya-purana 

King Shatanik asked Sumantu Muni whether caste is 
determined by birth or by actions , and Sumantu Muni 
replied by relating a conversation between Lord Brahma 
and all the great sages on the same topic. 

The great sages asked Lord Brahma, “Seeing that 
Vishwamitra became a brahmana from the ksatnya caste, 
our minds are in a great doubt. What exactly makes one 
a brahmana? Is it the nature of the soul, is it due to birth, 
to study of the Vedas, to bodily features, to previous 
samskaras and performance of Vedic rites — what 
exactly is the cause of one being a brahmana ? If it is said 
that the soul is a brahmana , then it is seen that the soul 
migrates in a variety of species of life such as ksatnya ,, 
vaisya, , sudra, candala , dog, hog, etc. How then can the 
soul be a brahmana ? Unlike a horse that can be easily 
distinguished in a herd of cows, the brahmana cannot be 
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readily distinguished in a group of humans. Therefore, 
please tell us exactly what makes one a brahmana .” 

Hearing their question, Lord Brahma replied, “0 
greatest amongst sages! Please hear the story of 
the seven hunters that was previously narrated by 
Manu, as it relieves all doubt regarding whether the 
soul is a brahmana: 

“In the province named Dasharna there were seven 
hunters. In their next lives they became deer in the 
Kalanjar Hill, and in the next they became cakravaka 
birds in Sharadwip. In the life after that they became 
swans in Mansarovar, and then they became Vedic 
brahmanas in Kurukshetra. Therefore the soul can 
never be termed as a brahmana. 

“Unlike a nilagaya cow, which can be differentiated 
from an ordinary cow by seeing the skin hanging 
from its neck, a brahmana cannot be distinguished 
from the other castes by any natural bodily features. 

“If a brahmana becomes a caretaker of cows, buffaloes, 
goats, sheep, camels, donkeys, mules, horses, or 
elephants; if a brahmana consumes flesh, garlic, onions, 
camel milk, or liquor; if a brahmana sells meat, salty drinks, 
or milk; if a brahmana enters into a physical relationship 
with a woman who has been married twice, with a sudra 
lady, a candali , or a servant girl; if a brahmana consumes 
grains cooked by a sudra or from a funeral ceremony; 
if a brahmana becomes envious of the demigods, his 
parents, or his guru — then due to any of the above, 
even a brahmana who is well versed in the Vedas and its 
branches loses his status as a brahmana. Therefore, being 
a brahmana is not the permanent asset of a material body. 
Manu has already said that a brahmana who cultivates 
fields or who works as a servant or as a vaisya becomes 
just like a sudra. Similarly, one may also attain the position 
of a brahmana from the position of a sudra .” 

Lord Brahma continued, “0 greatest amongst sages! 
By reading the Vedas one doesn’t become a brahmana. 
After all, Ravana and other demons also read the Vedas. 
Moreover, some who are by nature sudras, candalas, or 
fishermen manage to read the Vedas by fraud, but they 
can’t be termed as true brahmanas. Many such sudras 
migrate to other locations and disguise themselves as 
brahmanas to read the Vedas and marry a brahmana girl. 
Or in the five countries known as pahca-gauda or pahca- 
dravida , some who have not even read the Vedas pretend 
to be brahmanas and marry in a high lineage. Therefore, 
a mere recitation of the Vedas is not a proclamation 
of being of the nature of a brahmana. This is also true 
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because the previous great authorities say that one 
devoid of good character cannot even be purified 
by reading the Vedas along with all the six vedahgas. 
Reading the Vedas is the culture of the brahmanas, but 
their character is what matters most. 

“Even there are some sudras who start carrying a danda 
(rod), deerskin, mekhala (girdle), brahmana thread, etc., and 
nobody can stop them from doing so. Sudras can also cast 
spells and mantras, and they too can perform austerities 
and please the demigods to attain their favor and to attain 
perfection in a mantra. The potency to be able to overcome 
curses also manifests in the sudras through austerities. All 
these are common for both brahmanas and sudras. Even 
the samskaras (purificatory rituals) are not the cause of 
being a brahmana, for no one performed samskaras such as 
garbhadhana , simanta, etc., for Vyasa and many other sages. 

“The bodies of all humans are the same. On the 
contrary, the mlecchas and atheists of the other 
countries are seen to have stronger bodies. In terms 
of the body, soul, speaking capacity, happiness, 
prosperity, disease, giving orders, strength, bodily 
figure, activities of the sense organs, life, weakness, 
strength, fickleness, gravity, intelligence, detachment, 
religiosity, chivalry, beauty, unclean condition within 
the womb, effulgence, bones, flesh, bodily hair, 
skin and in terms of an interest in the goals of life, 
it is seen that in many ways sudras are the same as 
brahmanas. Therefore, even the demigods are unable 
to differentiate between a brahmana and a sudra in 
all these regards. It is also not that the brahmanas are 
white in complexion like the moon-rays, neither are 
the ksatriyas reddish like the forest flame, neither 
are the vaisyas yellowish like the yellow haritala 
pigeon, neither are the sudras blackish like coal. Their 
activities, speech, happiness, and distress are all the 
same, so why should they be distinguished by birth? 
All are created equal by the Lord and all are his sons 
and daughters. Just like all the fruits of a tree are the 
same, all the humans created by the Lord are the same. 

Coming in lineages descended from Kaushik, 
Kashyap, Gautam, Kaundinya, Mandavya, Vasistha, 
Atreya, Kautsa, Angira, Garga, Maudgalya, Katyayana, 
Bhargav, Bharadwaj, etc. also does not the cause one 
to be a brahmana , for these lineages are also found 
even amongst the other castes. 

If you say that the body is the brahmana , then you 
should determine first if any limb of the body is a 
brahmana or the entire body. If a single limb is a 
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brahmana then the amputation of that limb will be 
the end of one’s being a brahmana. If the entire body 
is considered as the brahmana then after the demise 
of the body, he who burns the body will become the 
killer of a brahmana. If you say that by marrying the 
daughter of a brahmana one becomes a brahmana, then 
the same brahmana when later marries a ksatriya girl 
should no longer remain a brahmana. It is enjoined in 
the scriptures that a brahmana can marry a girl from 
any of the four castes, so all these factors cannot be 
the cause of being a brahmana. 11 

Lord Brahma continued — “0 great sages! Pride 
of beauty, wealth, knowledge and caste is useless, 
for the soul migrates continuously in different 
appearances, such as plants, aquatics, ants, bees, 
elephants, exactly like a professional actor. How 
then can one be proud of one’s caste? Therefore an 
intelligent man should not be proud of his caste, for 
it is transitory. Neither does one become a brahmana 
by rituals such as garbhadhana , pumsavana , simanta , 
jatakarma , anna-prasana , yajhopavita , vedadhyayana , 
samavartana , vivaha, because these samskaras are not 
seen to be the cause of one’s increased lifespan or 
increased effulgence. Neither is it seen that those 
who are without these samskaras are of a decreased 
lifespan or effulgence. Both experience similar 
happiness and distress. It is seen often that those 
who have had all the good samskaras fall away from 
their good qualities and become rogues, whereas 
those who have no samskaras attain to the path of 
religious life and heaven. It is fully possible for a 
person with all samskaras to become addicted to 
gambling, prostitution and other vices, and it is 
equally possible for a person without samskaras to 
perform japa, austerities, charity, etc. Thus they 
attain the highest posts. Therefore, even samskaras 
are not the cause of being a brahmana. 

“If it is said that high parentage leads to brahminism , 
then Vyasa was born from a fisherwoman, Parashar 
was born from a sudra woman, Shuka was born a 
parrot, Kanad was born from an owl, Rishyashringa 
from a deer, Vasistha from a courtesan, Mandapal 
from a bush lark, Mandavya from a frog, etc. In this 
way many were born in lower wombs and attained 
the position of a brahmana. All of them had no 
samskaras, but on the power of their austerities they 
attained the position of a brahmana. If one performs 
austerities and cultivates knowledge, proper 



behavior and culture, then one born in a lower caste 
becomes a brahmana , and on the other hand if one 
who already has all these performs sinful activities 
then he become degraded from the position of a 
brahmana. Therefore being a brahmana is not a fixed 
characteristic but a fleeting one.” 

Lord Brahma continued, “One should ask the 
proud so-called reciters of the Vedas how it is that 
this body, developed from sperm and a storehouse 
of nasty objects like stool, can be purified? There 
are some who are extremely well versed in Vedic 
rituals but become degraded to the worst extent. 
So called brahmanas who exhibit cruelty, kill other 
brahmanaSy have sex with their guru’s wife, thieves, 
killers of cows, drunkards, have attraction to other’s 
wives, liars, atheists, those affected by kali-yuga> 
as well as vile persons who eat anything and sell 
anything cannot be purified even though imbued 
with all samskaras and Vedic studies. Whatever 
disasters happen to sudras happen to brahmanas as 
well. Therefore, reading the Vedas and performing 
animal sacrifices are not characteristics of being a 
brahmana. Widowhood, death, etc., are all equal to 
all castes. Bodily imbalances such as vata, pitta and 
kapha are present in all bodies, and everyone yearns 
for wealth. Those brahmanas who make a pretense of 
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reading the Vedas and cheat the world and maintain 
themselves are worse than the sudras. 

“A brahmana can impregnate a sudra woman and a 
brahmana lady gets impregnated by a sudra man. How 
can the birth body therefore be a cause of difference? 
The body or birth is indeed a cause of difference in the 
animals such as cows, horses and elephants because it 
is seen that an animal of one category cannot produce 
a child in another animal. The bull cannot produce 
a calf in a horse. If an animal has intercourse with a 
woman, there will be no offspring due to biological 
incompatibility. Therefore, the word jati (caste 
difference by birth) is applicable in the context of 
animals and not in the context of humans. The so called 
conception of caste by birth in humans is merely a 
mental speculation. It does not have factual existence.” 

Lord Brahma concluded — “One who knows 
what should be accepted and what should not be 
accepted, who gives up dishonest means and aims for 
controlling the senses, who is both truthful and lawful 
as well as being fixed in good behavior, who thinks of 
the welfare of all, who knows well the Vedas and its 
six vedahgaSy who is devoid of anger, envy, delusion, 
etc., who is attracted to the study of Vedas and other 
literature, who doesn’t associate with materialistic 
people, who stays in a clean place, who is equal in 
happiness and distress, who is true to religion, who is 
freed from the conception of I and mine, who is free 
from pride, who is charitable, a knower of brahman y 
and who is peaceful and austere — such a person is to 
be known as a brahmana. Such brahmanas have been 
produced for the welfare of the world.” 

Lord Brahma therefore concluded, bhaktyasaktah 
prapannas ca brahmanas te praklrtitah — “Those who 
are sheltered in the absolute truth through devotion 
and attachment are known as brahmanas. 11 it 
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The Kama-Gayatri 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Lord Krishna is worshiped by the gayatri mantra, 
and the specific mantra by which He is worshiped 
is called kama-gayatri. Vedic literatures explain that 
that sound vibration which can elevate one from 
mental concoction is called gayatri. The kama-gayatri 
mantra is composed of 24% syllables thus — klim 
kama-devaya vidmahe puspa-banaya dhimahi tan no 
nangah pracodayat. 

This kama-gayatri is received from the spiritual master 
when the disciple is advanced in chanting hare krsna 
hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare hare rama hare rama rama 
rama hare hare. In other words, this kama-gayatri mantra 
and samskara , or reformation of a perfect brahmana , 
are offered by the spiritual master when he sees that 
his disciple is advanced in spiritual knowledge. Even 
then, the kama-gayatri is not uttered under certain 
circumstances. In any case, the chanting of Hare Krishna 
is sufficient to elevate one to the highest spiritual 
platform. (Teachings of Lord Caitanya , chapter 31.) 

The kama-gayatri mantra is just like a Vedic hymn, 
but it is the Supreme Personality of Godhead himself. 
There is no difference between the kama-gayatri and 
Krishna. Both are composed of twenty-four and a 
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A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


half transcendental syllables. The mantra depicted in 
letters is also Krishna, and the mantra rises just like 
the moon. Due to this, there is a perverted reflection of 
desire in human society and among all kinds of living 
entities. In the mantra klim kama-devaya vidmahe puspa- 
banaya dhimahi tan no 'nangah pracodayat , Krishna is 
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called kama-deva , puspa-bana and anariga. Kama-deva 
is madana-mohana , the deity who establishes our 
relationship with Krishna; puspa-bana (“he who 
carries an arrow made of flowers”) is Govinda, the 
Personality of Godhead who accepts our devotional 
service; and anariga is gopxjana-vallabha, who 
satisfies all the gopis and is the ultimate goal of life. 
This kama-gayatn simply does not belong to this 
material world. When one is advanced in spiritual 
understanding he can worship the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead with his spiritually purified 
senses and fulfill the desires of the Lord. (Purport 
to Caitanya Caritamrta, madhya 3.138.) V 

Don’t Disturb Gaura’s Mood 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Can you put a flute on Gaura? Although he is Krishna, 
you cannot put a flute on Gaura. Similarly, how can you 
put a peacock feather on he who is crying for Krishna like 
Radharani? His mood will be disturbed. Although he is 
Krishna, Gaura’s mood is different. Therefore Prabhupada 
has said, “Don’t disturb the mood of Gauranga.” 

It is very painful to Gaura. Our service is meant to 



Deities ofNityananda , Mahaprabhu and Advaita Acharya 
installed by Srila Jiva Goswami in Ramakeli , West Bengal 


give him pleasure, not pain. We are servants and we 
must render service to please him, not for our own 
pleasure. He is to be pleased. If we say, “Oh Gaura, a 
peacock feather is on your head. You are Krishna,” 
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then how can he cry? “Oh, I am Krishna? I cannot cry 
now.” (Embankment of Separation, pocket edition, p. 110.) 



Deity of Mahaprabhu in Dhaneswar village 
Orissa , installed by Srila Narottam Das Thakur 


Krishna incarnated himself in Nabadwip, assuming 
the mood and complexion of Radharani — tanra kanti 
angera bhusana (Srila Narottam Das Thakur’s Prema- 
bhakti-candrika 9.13). That is Gauranga Mahaprabhu. 
His mood is mostly that of Radharani, not Krishna. 
If you are a pujarf worshiping deities of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu and Nityananda, don’t dress Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu as Krishna. Don’t put a peacock feather 
on his head. No. That is not pleasing to him. He thinks 
of himself as Radharani. A pujari should know all these 
things. Mahaprabhu thinks of himself as Radha. He 
says, “This is radha-anga , the body of Radharani. Only 
Krishna, gopendra-suta y can touch this body. No one else 
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can touch this body.” Radha-bhava is the predominating 
mood in Gaura, not the bhava of Krishna. No. 
Gauranga Mahaprabhu has expressed his mood: 

kva nanda-kula-candramah kva sikhi-candrakdlafikrtih 
kva mandra-murall-ravah kva nu surendra-nila-dyutih 
kva rasa-rasa-tandavi kva sakhijiva-raksausadhir 
nidhir mama suhrt-tamah kva bata hanta ha dhig vidhim 

Where is Krishna? Where is that moon rising from the 
ocean of Maharaja Nanda’s dynasty? Where is he whose 
head is decorated with a peacock feather? Where is Krishna, 
whose flute produces such a deep sound? Where is Krishna, 
who is so expert in dancing in the rasa dance? Where is that 
Krishna, who is the medicine that can save my life? 

In this way, Mahaprabhu was crying. As Radharani 
was crying, similarly Mahaprabhu was crying. So 
radha-bhava is predominating in him. Not the bhava 
of Krishna. So don’t dress Gauranga Mahaprabhu as 
Krishna. No. He’ll never be pleased. Though he is 
non-different from Krishna, still he is in Radharani’s 
mood. This is pleasing to Gauranga Mahaprabhu. 
(Lecture, Bhubaneswar, 27 April 1989.) ^ 

The Service of Srila 
Narottam Das Thakur 

Adapted from chapter 6 of Srila Narahari 
Chakravarti Thakur 1 s Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 

One day Narottam Das Thakur sat down and began 
to meditate on Radha and Krishna. In the eye of his 
heart, Narottam saw the divine couple in a secluded 
grove in Vrindavan accompanied by their gopi friends 
enjoying pastimes with great bliss and love. 

Radharani told one of her sakhis y “Quickly bring a 
great quantity of food.” Lalita and the gopis joyfully 
brought many preparations. 

Narottam took on the form of a gopi maidservant. On 
the signal of one of the sakhis y the maidservant Narottam 
began to prepare some milk. Seeing the boiling milk about 
to overflow, Narottam quickly took the milk-pot from 
the fire with his bare hands. The pot burned his hands, 
but Narottam didn’t notice. He gave the milk to a gopi. 

Radha and Krishna blissfully enjoyed the milk, and 
Narottam took the remnants they left behind. Then 
Narottam returned to external consciousness. 

dagdha hasta drsta matre kaila sahgopana 
janilena marma antarahga konjana 

Seeing that his hand was actually burned, Narottam 
quickly hid it. Still, someone else understood the secret 
of those pastimes. (175) 
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sri narottamerayaiche manasa-bhavana 
taha vistariya va kahibe konjana? 

Who can properly describe the devotional service 
Narottam performed in meditation? (176) 

In his meditation, Narottam Das always wandered 
in Navadwip and Vrindavan. In the company of 
Srinivas Acharya, he was overcome with bliss. 

Bibliography 

— Srila Narahari Chakravarti. Sri Bhakti-ratnakara. English translation 
by Kusakratha Das. Published by Krishna Library. Alachua, Florida. 

— Srila Narahari Chakravarti. Sri Bhakti-ratnakara. Gaudiya Mission. 
Calcutta. 501 Gaurabda. Bengali. 



Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

Bhaktivinoda-vanl-vaibhava is a collection of the 
teachings of Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode compiled by Sri 
Sundarananda Vidyavinode , a prominent disciple of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur , and published in 1938. 
The book is in the form ofaseries of questions composed by the 
compiler , with answers extracted from Thakur Bhaktivinode s 
teachings. The following are some extracts from chapter 90. 

What mentality should a devotee maintain? 

A devotee should always maintain humility 
within his heart. (Sri Bhagavatarka Marlci Mala) 

What is humility? 

I am a servant of Krishna. I am poor and do not 
possess anything. Krishna is my all-in-all. This is 
humility, (jaiva Dharma y chapter 8) 

What type of devotional service helps us directly 
cultivate Krishna consciousness? 

When one's humility is strong, one certainly attains 
Krishna’s mercy. As a result, any debauchery or 
any desire for profit, adoration, and distinction are 
immediately destroyed. This helps one to directly 
cultivate Krishna consciousness. This process is 
naturally confidential, and one must learn how 
to practice it from a bona fide spiritual master. 
(Caitanya-siksamrta 6.6) 

How is actual humility expressed? 

I am a pure spirit soul. Due to my previous 
misdeeds, I am suffering from various material 
miseries. I am a proper candidate for punishment. 






Even though I am Krishna’s eternal servant, due to 
my forgetfulness of his lotus feet I have become 
trapped on the wheel of karma. Now I have to suffer 
so much misery! Thus, who is more unfortunate 
than me? I am the most fallen, wretched, and poor 
person. (Sajjana Tosani 4.9) 

What is the spontaneous prayer of the pure 
devotee? 

This ocean is full of fearful crocodiles in the form 
of material sense objects. The waves of lusty desires 
always agitate me. My mind is restless because I do not 
see any captain. (Kalydna Kalpataru, Prarthana, Song 3) 
What humble prayer should a pure devotee offer 
to the Goswamis, headed by Sri Rupa and Sanatan? 

When will Sri Rupa Goswami bestow his 
mercy on me and deliver me by imparting the 
principles of true renunciation? When will Sri 
Sanatan Goswami, out of compassion, remove my 
attachment for sense gratification and offer me 
at the lotus feet of Sri Nityananda Prabhu? When 
will Sri Jiva Goswami extinguish the blazing fire 
of my arguments by pouring on them the water 
of scriptural conclusions? My heart is constantly 
burning. (Kalydna Kalpataru, Prarthana, Song 4) 
How should one offer honest and humble prayers 
to the vaisnavas? 
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As soon as I see a vaisnava , I will hang a cloth on 
my neck. With folded hands and taking a straw in 
my mouth, I will stand before him without duplicity. 
I will relate to him my miserable condition and 
cry and beg for respite from the fire of material 
existence. (Kalydna Kalpataru, Prarthana, song l) "it 

— Bhaktivinoda Vanl Vaibhava, Translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Published by Iswara Das and Touchstone Media. Vrindavan. 2003. 



God’s Idiots 


A Poetic Translation of a Song by Namalwar 

Mumbling and prattling the many names, 
while onlookers say, “They’re crazy!” 

Entering and not entering cities, 
standing still or swaying 
before a laughing world, 
they dance, they leap, 
undone by feeling. 

And the gods bow down 


before them, "it 

— Composed by A. K. Ramanujan. From Hymns for the Drowning. 
Penguin Books India. 2005. 



"And those who were seen dancing were thought to be 
insane by those who could not hear the music.” — Nietzsche 
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Preach to the Intelligent 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The report of book distribution going on in Chicago 
is very pleasing to me. As you know, our Chicago 
center is one of the most important. Please continue 
to use your intelligence to find out how to distribute 
my books more and more. I am especially pleased to 
learn that you are introducing my books as textbooks 
in the colleges. We especially have to try to attract the 
educated young men and women in your country so 
that in the future there will be many strong leaders 
to keep our Krishna consciousness movement strong. 
(Letter to Govinda Das, 7 April 1973.) 

The report of the BBT traveling library party is 
something new for us and this is also only the beginning. 
Please give my heartful thanks to the boys, Sriman Maha 
Buddhi Das Brahmachari and Sriman Ghanashyam Das 
Brahmachari. These books are specifically meant for 
the intellectual class of people in your country and I 
have great hope in the results of this preaching at the 
universities. (Letter to Ramesvara Das, 9 May 1974.) 

Your report of the book distribution there is very 
encouraging. Make program to distribute our books 
all over the world. Our books are being appreciated by 
learned circles, so we should take advantage. Whatever 
progress we have made, it is simply due to distributing 
these books. So go on and do not divert your mind 
for a moment from this. I have full confidence in you. 
(Letter to Ramesvara Das, 11 October 1974.) 
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Try to increase the book distribution as much as 
possible. This is our business — to put our books in 
the hands of the intelligent men of America. If they 
read even one page, the influence will be so great. 
(Letter to Jagadisa Das, 2 February 1975.) 

It is a great service to sell our books to educational 
institutions. The more you do this, the more you 
become recognized by Krishna. Take standing orders 
as much as possible. If you can induce any of these 
educational institutions to invite me, I shall go there 
to speak amongst the educated persons. Please 
continue your good work with added enthusiasm. 
(Letter to Amogha Das, 17 April 1975.) it 
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Pure and Impure 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 

I am very glad to know that you have understood 
that by chanting the holy names of Krishna with a 
prescribed number of rounds one can achieve all 
auspiciousness. Do not stop the chanting of the 
holy name just because mundane thoughts keep 
surfacing in your mind while chanting. By constant 
chanting of the holy names of the Lord, all such 
useless thoughts will gradually go away. 

There is no need to be anxious. The result of 
chanting is not easily attainable in the beginning. By 
developing intense love for chanting the holy name 
of Krishna, all hankering for mundane thoughts 
will diminish. Where is the possibility of mundane 
thoughts if strong eagerness is developed for 
chanting Krishna’s name? 

Manufactured sugar and adulterated ghee are impure, 
whereas homemade pure sugar and unadulterated ghee 
are pure. Both pure and impure objects are products of 
matter. Unless offered with heartfelt love and devotion, 
the Supreme Lord accepts neither pure nor impure 
objects. It is the duty of everyone to insure that they 
do not commit any sevaparadha while engaging in the 
Lord’s service. When one simply serves the holy name 
with body, mind, and speech, the Supreme Lord reveals 
his most auspicious form. it 

— Patramrta, Nectar from the Letters, translated by Bhumipati Dasa, 
published by Isvara Dasa, Touchstone Media, Kolkata, 2012. 

The Secret of My Appearance 

Various Commentaries on Bhagavad-gita 4.9 

janma karma ca me divyam evamyo vetti tattvatah 
tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti so rjuna 

One who knows the transcendental nature of my 
appearance and activities does not, upon leaving the 
body, take his birth again in this material world, but 
attains my eternal abode, 0 Arjuna. 

Srila Sridhar Swami — In this verse, the Lord 
explains the result one achieves through understanding 
his birth and activities as they are described in 
Bhagavad-gita 4.5-8. The Lord says, “My birth (janma) 
is by my own volition.” 

The term karma refers to his activities of protecting 
religious principles. The term divyam means 
transcendental. The term tattvatah means “learning 
for the ultimate goal”. One who understands in this 
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way gives up his mundane bodily ego and does not 
attain rebirth. Instead, he attains the Lord. 

Srila Madhvacharya — [The previous chapter 
of Bhagavad-gita already describes various ways 
of attaining liberation.] The additional statement 
here about liberation indicates a person who 
comprehensively knows the birth and activities of the 
Lord. It is not that a mere rudimentary understanding 
will do. As it is said in the Maha-kaurma: 

vedady uktam tu sarvamyojhatvopdste sada hi mam 
tasyaiva darsana pathamyami nanyasya kasyacit 

I appear on the path of the eyes of only those who 
understand the entirety of the Vedic literature and 
worship me continually, and not to anyone else. 

A person who has such knowledge is described 
by the term naiti — he does not attain rebirth. The 
statements of the Maha-kaurma quoted earlier have 
no other meaning, since the Lord specifically says 
that he does not appear “to anyone else”. 

By using the adjective tattvatah, the comprehensive 
aspect of knowledge is stressed. Even if a part of truth 
is explained, it should be done after understanding 
the whole. In this there is no contradiction, for the 
Skanda Pur ana says: 

ekam ca tattvatojhatum vina sarvajhatam narah 
nasamartho mahendro pi tasmat sarvatrajijhaset 

One who simply understands a partial truth without 
the entire scope of detail cannot be suitable for 
explaining it, even if such a person is a great leader. 
Therefore, inquire from all directions. 

Sripad Ramanujacharya —[The Lord says,] u Evam —In 
this way, one who knows that my birth is free from the 
karma-generating inferior material nature and is endowed 
with qualities such as almightiness, omniscience, true 
resolve, etc., that my purpose is to provide deliverance 
to the saintly souls and evoke exclusive surrender — in 
other words, one who knows my transcendental (divyam) 
non-ordinary birth and activities in truth (tattvatah), such 
a person after quitting the present body doesn’t attain a 
rebirth. Rather, he attains me. 

“One who knows, as it is, the science of my 
transcendental birth and activities, whose entire 
stock of sins preventing surrender unto me have been 
destroyed — such a person in this life takes shelter of me 
as described previously, becomes solely concentrated 
in meditation on me, and thus attains me.” 
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Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur — [The Lord 
says,] “According to the described symptoms, simply 
by understanding in truth my birth and subsequent 
activities after birth, one becomes successful.” 

The word divyam means non-material, as stated 
in the commentaries of Sri Ramanujacharya and 
Sri Madhusudan Saraswati. The same word, divyam , 
is interpreted as “transcendental” by Srila Sridhar 
Swami. Since the word loka means the material world 
created by the material energy, the word alaukika 
[used by Srila Sridhar Swami] also means non- 
material. Therefore, this word ( divyam ) proves that 
the birth and pastimes of the Lord are eternal due to 
being transcendental to the modes of nature. This 
is explained by Srila Jiva Goswami in the Bhagavat- 
sandarbha in the explanation of the na vidyate yasya 
cajanma karma va verse of Srfmad-bhagavatam (8.3.8). 

Or else, the word divyam can mean “unapproachable 
by logic” by the force of the statements of the srutis , 
such as the Purusa-bodhim-sruti y which says: 
eko devo nitya-lilanurakto bhakta-vyapi bhakta-hrdaydntardtma 

The one [inconceivable] Lord, who is attached to 
eternal pastimes, expands inconceivably amongst 
the devotees and is simultaneously present as the 
supersoul within them. 


The eternality of the birth (janma ) and activities 
(karma) of the Lord is well described in the Brhad- 
bhagavatamrta [of Sri Sanatan Goswami]. One who 
understands these in truth (tattvatah) i.e. one who 
understands theistically the statements “ajo pi 
sann avyayatma ” [Bhagavad-glta 4.6] and the current 
statement “ janma karma ca me divyam 1 and does 
not depend on any argument for confirming the 
eternality of the birth and pastimes [of the Lord], 
does not attain rebirth. 

Or else, one [such as the brahmavadi ] who understands 
in truth (tattvatah) the statement to be made later “om tat 
sad iti nirdeso brahmanas trividhah smrtah” [ Bhagavad-gfta 
17.23] does not attain rebirth. Here the word tat indicates 
the impersonal brahman. One who understands the 
reality of this brahman by understanding its fundamental 
nature (svarupatva) does not attain rebirth. 

Krishna says, “Such a person, on quitting his present 
body, does not attain another one. Rather, he attains me.” 

Here the word evam (in this way) is seen as superior 
to the words tyaktva deham (on quitting the body). 
This implies that even before quitting the body, one 
who understands me in this way (evam) attains me 
(mam eti). “One who knows, as it is, the science of 
my transcendental birth and activities, whose entire 
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stock of sins preventing surrender unto me have been 
destroyed—such a person in this life takes shelter of me 
as described previously, becomes solely concentrated 
in meditation on me, and thus attains me.” 

Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan — The Lord describes 
in this verse how liberation, which is difficult to attain 
even after many thousands of difficult practices, is 
easily attained by those who single-mindedly follow 
his path by hearing about his birth and activities, for 
which he says “I have appeared for this purpose.” He 
also says, “One who understands in truth the birth and 
activities of my various forms consisting of true resolve 
and almightiness, viz. Narsimha, Raghunath, etc., that 
are like the different reflections from a vaidurya-mani, 
and one who understands the pastimes in these forms 
with the various devotees to be non-material ( divyam ) 
and eternal, does not attain rebirth.” 

This includes all eternal pastimes in the past and 
in the future. The sruti says [about divinity and 
eternality of pastimes]: 

eko devo nitya-lilanurakto bhakta-vyapi bhakta-hrdaydntardtma 

The one [inconceivable] Lord, who is attached to 
eternal pastimes, expands inconceivably amongst 
the devotees and is simultaneously present as the 
supersoul within them. 
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Since this is the verdict of the sruti , such a person 
doesn’t depend on any other logic. Krishna says, “0 
Arjuna! Such a person on quitting his body doesn’t 
attain another material body.” He attains the state of 
his meditation, or, in other words, he becomes liberated. 
Besides understanding the truth, there is no other way of 
liberation, as described in the Svetasvatara Upanisad [3.8]: 

tarn eva viditvatimrtyum eti nanyah pantha vidyate yanaya 

By knowing him only one surpasses death and attains 

liberation. There is no other way. 

All other terms in this verse would be interpreted 
in the same way for the impersonal explanation. The 
arguments for the eternality of the Lord’s birth and 
pastimes should be seen elsewhere where they are 
elaborately described. 

Sri Keshav Kashmiri — In this way, the result of 
knowing [the Lord’s] birth and activities is described [in 
this verse]. [The Lord says] — “I am the omniscient, all 
powerful, Lord of all and source of everything. My birth 
is untouched by the material nature consisting of three 
modes. It is eternally perfect, and through my eternal 
omniscient blissful form I demonstrate my supreme 
free will in my appearance. My activities are delivering 
the devotees and destroying the non-devotees.” 

The term divyam means non-material. The term 
tattvatah means “by spiritual intelligence”. The Lord 
continues, “0 Arjuna! One who understands me in the 
abovementioned way, such a person on quitting the gross 
body and subtle body does not attain rebirth. Rather 
he attains me — the destination of the liberated souls, 
the personification of truth, knowledge and bliss, the 
Supreme Brahman, Vasudev. This means that he attains 
to my consciousness (Krishna Consciousness).” 
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Special Issue for Radhastami 


The Alertness of Radharani 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

When Srimati Radharani first saw Krishna, she suddenly 
became conscious of all transcendental happiness, and 
the functions of her different limbs were stunned. When 
Lalita, her constant companion, whispered into her ear 
the holy name of Krishna, Radharani immediately opened 
her eyes wide. This is an instance of alertness caused by 
hearing the sound of Krishna’s name. 

One day, in ajoking mood, Krishna informed Radharani, 
“My dear Radharani, I am going to give up your company.” 
Upon saying this, he immediately disappeared, and 
because of this Radharani became so afflicted that the hue 
of her body changed, and she immediately fell down upon 
the ground of Vrindavan. She had practically stopped 
breathing, but when she smelled the flavor of the flowers 
on the ground, she awoke in ecstasy and got up. This is an 
instance of transcendental alertness caused by smelling. 

When Krishna was touching the body of one gopz, 
the gopl addressed her companion thus: “My dear 
friend, whose hand is this touching my body? I had 
become very afraid after seeing the dark forest on 
the bank of the Yamuna, but suddenly the touch of 
this hand has saved me from hysterical fits.” This is 
an instance of alertness caused by touching. 
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One of the gopls informed Krishna, “My dear Krishna, 
when you disappeared from the arena of the rasa 
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Srimati Radharani 


dance, our most dear friend, Radharani, immediately 
fell on the ground and lost consciousness. But 
after this, when I offered her some of your chewed 
betel nut remnants, she immediately returned to 
consciousness with jubilant symptoms in her body.” 
This is an instance of alertness caused by tasting. 

One night Srimati Radharani was talking in a 
dream. “My dear Krishna,” she said, “please do not 
play any more jokes on me! Please stop! And please 
don’t touch my garments either. Otherwise I shall 
inform the elderly persons, and I shall disclose all of 
your naughty behavior.” While she was talking like 
this in a dream, she suddenly awoke and saw some 
of her superiors standing before her. Thus Radharani 
became ashamed and bowed her head. This is an 
instance of alertness after awakening from sleep. 

There is another instance of this. A messenger 
from Krishna came to Srimati Radharani while 
she was sleeping, and Radharani immediately 
awakened. Similarly, when Krishna began to blow 
on his flute in the night, all of the gopis , the beautiful 
daughters of the cowherd men, immediately got 
up from their sleep. There is a very beautiful 
comparison made in this connection: “The lotus 
flower is sometimes surrounded by white swans, 
and sometimes it is surrounded by black wasps who 
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are collecting its honey. When there is a thundering 
in the sky, the swans go away, but the black wasps 
stay to enjoy the lotus flowers.” The gopis 1 sleeping 
condition is compared to the white swans, and the 
sound of Krishna’s flute is compared to a black 
wasp. When Krishna’s flute sounded, the white 
swans, which represent the sleeping condition of 
the gopis , were immediately vanquished, and the 
black wasp sound of the flute began to enjoy the 
lotus flower of the gopis 1 beauty. it 

— From Nectar of Devotion, chapter 30. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. 
Bombay. 1989. 

Form of Condensed Love 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 


The pleasure-giving potency is known as hladini-sakti. 
The condensed form of hladini-sakti is prema. When 
hladini-sakti becomes condensed and assumes a form, 
that form is prema. And the most condensed form of 
that prema is mahabhava. That is Radharani, mahabhava- 
mayi. krsna-premara ghanibhuta avastha — ifkrsna-prema 
assumes a most condensed form, that is Radharani. 
That hladini-sakti is Radharani, and it gives all pleasure 
to both Krishna and the devotees. Therefore the 
devotees are engaged in loving service to Krishna. 
Out of that service they get pleasure, sevananda. 
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Hladini-sakti gives that pleasure. Otherwise, if that 
pleasure were not there, no one would have engaged 
in loving service to Krishna. Hladini-sakti gives pleasure 
both to Krishna and to the devotees. Radharani is 
the embodiment of that hladini-sakti. Radharani only 
thinks of the pleasure and happiness of Krishna. She 
never thinks of herself. Radha is govindanandlnl, she 
who gives pleasure to Govinda. radha vina tinhoh karo 
naya — “Krishna only belongs to Radharani.” (Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta’s Gaudlya-bhasya introduction to 
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata, verse 4) He doesn’t belong to 
anyone else. He is completely captured by Radharani. 
That is Krishna. Therefore, Krishna manifests himself 
in his own complete svarupa before Radharani. 'it 

— Mathura Meets Vrindavan , p. 95. Lecture, Bhubaneswar, 10 
December 1992. 

Radha and Krishna’s First Meeting 

Adapted from Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur’s 
Sri Bhakti-ratnakara chapter 13 

ekadina krsna basi y bhdve mane mane 
kirupeyaiba vrsabhanura bhavane 
One day, Krishna began thinking of a plan by which 
he could enter into the palace of Radharani’s father, 
Maharaja Vrishabhanu. (347) 


Very soon thereafter, on the occasion of Sri Radha’s 
birthday celebration, Vrishabhanu sent his son 
Sridama to invite Nanda Maharaja and his family 
and friends to his palace. Hearing of the invitation, 
Krishna became full of bliss. Nanda and his party 
arrived and entered Vrishabhanu’s palace. 

radha krsna donhe donha dekhi alakhita 
phiraite ndre netra haiya vimohita 
When Radha and Krishna met, they stood staring at 
one another, enchanted by each other’s beauty. (351) 

Later, for the occasion of Krishna’s appearance 
day, Mother Yasoda told Nanda that he should 
invite all his friends for a celebration. Nanda sent 
the son of his elder brother Upananda to the palace 
of Vrishabhanu and requested them to come to his 
house. Vrishabhanu and others came to Nanda’s 
home carrying various gifts. Vrishabhanu’s queen, 
Kirtida, and their daughter Radhika came along. 
Yasoda cordially received them, offering them 
celestial seats. News of the festival spread throughout 
Vraja and all the gopfs rushed to the house of Nanda, 
joyfully singing songs for Krishna’s well being. The 
gopas decorated themselves with ornaments and 
went to Nanda’s home carrying many buckets of milk, 
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curds and ghee. The Lord’s birthday celebration was 
thus celebrated with great ecstasy. 

On that occasion, Krishna observed Sri Radha from a 
secluded place, but the two of them were unable to come 
closer to each other due to the presence of so many 
respected elders. Thus Sri Radha began to consider 
some pretext by which she could escape to meet Kanu. 
Somehow, her confidante Lalita managed to take Radha 
to a lonely place where she met her beloved Krishna. V 
Bibliography 
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Ancient Verses Depicting Sri Radha 

The following two verses depicting Srimati Radharani are 
found in the writings of ancient poets, thus demonstrating 
that the pastimes of their Lordships were being sung in their 
full glory even as much as 2,500years ago. 

tesarh gopa-vadhu vilasa suhrdam radha-rahah saksinam 
ksemam bhadra kalinda-raja-tanaya-tlre lata-vesmanam 
vicchinne smara-talpa-kalpana-vidhic-chedopayoge dhuna 
tejanejatharl bhavanti vigalan-nlla tvisah pallavah 

May all good fortune be on those gracious 
forest vines - [for they are] the friends of the gopls 
enjoyment and the witness of Sri Radha’s secret talks. 

2 

Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 
A free bi-monthly service provided by: 

Gopal Jiu Publications 
c/o Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir 
National Highway No. 5, IRC Village 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India, 751015 

Phone: (0674) 2553250, 2557026 
Email: katha@gopaljiu.org 
Website: www.gopaljiu.org 
Subscriptions: minimag@gopaliiu.org 

Gopal Jiu Publications is a branch of the International Soci¬ 
ety for Krishna Consciousness, Founder-Acharya: His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Quotations from the books, letters, and lectures of His Divine Grace A. 

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ©Bhaktivedanta Book Tmst 
International. All other materials, unless specified, © ISKCON 
Bhubaneswar/Gopaljiu Publications. All rights reserved. Blanket 
permission is given to redistribute Bindu in electronic or print 
form provided no changes are made to the contents. 


[Alas!] Now [that Krishna is no longer in Vrindavan], 
since there is no purpose to pluck them in order to 
make soft beds, these tender forest vines seem to 
be devoid of their bluish hue and seem to dry away 
and perish! 

— Dhvanyaloka of Anandavardhan , Second uddyota , composed around 
9 th Century AD. 

mukhamdrutena tv am krsna gorajo radhikaya panayan 
etasam ballavlnam anyasam api gauravam harasi 

0 Krishna! By blowing with your mouth you disperse 
the cow-dust from Sri Radhika’s face. Thereby you 
plunder the pride of these gopls and all others. 

— Translated by Hariparshad Das from the Gatha Saptasati of Hala, 
composed around 200 BC. 
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— Samskrta Gatha Saptasati , Edited by Radha Vallabh Tripathi. 
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Again and Again and Again 

Srila Prabhodananda Saraswati Thakur’s 
Sri Sri Radha-rasa-sudha-nidhi, text 254 

sada gay am gay am madhuratara-radha-priya-yasah 
sada sandrananda nava-rasada-radha-rati-kathah 
sada sthayam sthayam nava-nibhrta-radha-rati-vane 
sada dhyayam dhyayam vivasa-hrdi radha-pada-sudhah 

Again and again I sing the sweet glories of Sri Radha. 
Again and again I describe the blissful nectar glories 
of Sri Radha. Again and again I stay in the secluded 
forest where Sri Radha enjoys pastimes. With a heart 
overcome with love, again and again I meditate on the 
nectar flowing from Sri Radha’s feet, it 

— English translation by Sri Kusakratha Das. The Krsna Library. 
Los Angeles. 
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Standards for Offering Bhoga 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

VBhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Brown rice is generally doubly boiled; therefore it 
cannot be used for Krishna prasadam. Unpolished rice 
which looks like brown rice can be used. Generally in 
America the brown rice is doubly boiled, therefore it 
is unfit. We do not mind polished or unpolished, but 
doubly boiled mustn’t be used. Doubly boiled rice is 
considered impure. Sun baked rice is all right. (Letter 
to Mahapurush, 17 October 1967.) 

Brijbasi & Co. are not ordinary businessmen; they 
are devotees. So their pictures aren’t poisonous. 
Even it is poison, because we are paying for their 
goods, therefore if any poison is there, it becomes 
ineffective. Just like we are buying so many things at 
the market which are not fit for offering to Krishna, 
but because we are purchasing them, we can offer. 
(Letter to Jadurani, 15 February 1968.) 

So far as offering Krishna apple cider, this can be 
done only if is prepared by devotees. These food 
manufacturers do not take proper precautions in 
cleanliness nor do they have devotion to Krishna in 
their labors, so it is not a very acceptable offering. If 
you can make this preparation yourself then it will 
be all right. (Letter to Rukmini, 19 December 1968.) 

Regarding purchasing things in the market, these 
items are considered as purified when we pay the 
price for them. That is the general instruction. But 
when we know something is adulterated, we should 
avoid it. But unknowingly if something adulterated 
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is purchased, that is not our fault. Things which are 
suspicious, however, should be avoided. (Letter to 
Krishna Das, 25 December 1969.) 

Regarding the preparation of rice by steaming 
and then drying, we can offer such rice even if it 
is twice-cooked. Gaudiya Math offers; even during 
the presence of Prabhupada [Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati] it was done, so there is nothing wrong. It 
is called dm. I never took cira except in Gaudiya Math. 
(Letter to Jayapataka Swami, 22 October 1972.) It 
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Lessons in Love and Flute 

Adapted from Srila Jiva Goswami’s 

Gopala-campu Purva, chapter 17 

One evening, in a village assembly attended by the 
gopfs and Srimati Radharani, the poet Madhukantha 
started speaking. As the various pastimes of Krishna he 
spoke unfolded, especially those that occurred after the 
killing of Dhenuka, the desire of the gopfs swelled with 
each passing day, exactly like the growing soft petals of 
a lotus. These desires started manifesting in the gopfs 
daily activities, and this in turn increased the desires 
of the unfathomable Krishna. And paramount among 
them were the intensifying desires of Sri Radhika. 

Astonishingly, even though Radha and Krishna 
were separated by a distance, both demonstrated the 
same symptoms in their behavior due to undergoing 
the same emotions. The desire to meet on a pretext; 
to see each other from a distance; to actually meet; 
exasperation against detractors; a constant feeling 
of angst — these emotions arose simultaneously in 
Radha and Krishna. Indeed, their emotions were like 
two mirrors facing each other. When either of them 
would almost faint due to these emotions, the swoon 
would be prevented by an auspicious anticipation of 
their actual meeting. In this way, the gopfs y who had the 
rarest type of love for Krishna, somehow passed the 
not-so-favorable autumn season, just to find that the 
month of mdrgasfrsa (November-December) had paved 
their way to the homes of their so-called husbands [in 
other words, they had all reached marriageable age]. 

The parents of those gopfs were themselves 
extremely hesitant to give away their daughters to 
anyone besides Krishna, considering all such marriage 
proposals to be like bad dreams, and this resulted in 
them not being able to provide proper hospitality 
to the would-be grooms’ families. Moreover, they 
saw the crestfallen condition of the girls, and thus 
they too were in a state of anxiety. Fear of social 
reproach [which would result should they not get their 
daughters married] was also gripping them. At that 
time, an anxious Paurnamasi instructed each of the 
parents, “You continue to maintain your disinterested 
attitude. I myself will arrange for the hospitality of the 
would-be in-laws and everything else for the marriage. 
Til also ensure that your daughter is engaged in the 
service of her husband at her in-laws’ place.” 
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Worshiped by even the gods, Paurnamasi herself 
appeased the angry in-laws of the gopfs , who were 
displeased by the indifference of the gopfs parents. 
Thus, as intended, she made the in-laws favorable. 

Alas! The poor gopfs could never tolerate going 
to the homes of those who proudly considered 
themselves to be their husbands. Neither could they 
tolerate the imposed bond of marriage and the harsh 
words given to them by their in-laws. 

Then, through a magic spell, Paurnamasi made it 
possible that their desired goal — Krishna — would 
be attained and the undesirable association of the 
so-called husbands would be avoided. By her maya, 
Paurnamasi made the original gopfs disappear during 
intimate moments with their so-called husbands 
and made artificial replicas of those gopfs appear in 
the same place. Later, when the intimacy between 
the so-called gopfs and so-called husbands ended, 
she restored the original gopfs back to their places. 
However, this did not end the fear of the gopfs. 

The gopfs considered their bodies to be prison- 
houses in absence of an opportunity to obtain Krishna. 
How troublesome it was to stay at their parents 
homes before marriage! And fie upon their current 
condition, when they were at their in-law’s places. 
Indeed, their in-law’s homes were like a burning 
fire for their souls. In the absence of Krishna, even 
favorable objects appeared unfavorable. What then to 
speak of unfavorable objects? The unfavorable objects 
were just like a bed of dry grass that had caught fire. 

When Paurnamasi nicely established the gopfs at their 
so called in-laws homes, she then planned to leave. 
In order to console the anxious gopfs , she told them, 
“Whenever you see yourselves in a dangerous situation, 
run away from there. My occult powers will ensure 
that the situation remains under control. You will 
spontaneously come to know where you have to run to.” 

The gopfs who had shifted from their parents homes 
to their in-laws were just like prisoners who were 
earlier staying in a royal prison but had to suddenly 
shift to an enemy prison due to being conquered by 
an enemy king. The restrictions imposed on them 
increased their desires and caused them great anxiety. 
This anxiety merged with their breathing process. 

Although the gopxs desire to attain Sri Hari had risen 
to a great extent within their hearts, they suppressed 
these desires exactly as a dung-patty suppresses fire. 
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In other words, as a dung-patty initially covers up the 
fire in which it is placed but ultimately becomes its 
fuel, the gopis suppression of desires will ultimately 
become a catalyst for arranging a meeting with 
Krishna again. 

This suppression of desires is demonstrated by the 
example of Sri Radhika’s following statement, “He 
whose effulgence is as pleasing and cooling as the 
moonshine, whose qualities make everyone stunned 
with ecstasy, and whose heart is extremely soft, is 
the ultimate destination of us gopis , who are just like 
cakori birds waiting for the moon to rise. Alas! Dharma, 
the code of religion, stops my way and forces me on 
the path of adharma , irreligion.” 

Krishna thought, “Alas! The single-pointedly 
devoted Sri Radhika, who is just like my life, is now 
under the control of someone else. Remembering this, 
I am reeling and forgetting myself.” Remembering Sri 
Radhika in this way, for many days he sadly wiped his 
eyes with his yellow turmeric-colored cloth. 

Even though he was extremely eager to meet Sri 
Radhika, how could Krishna disclose this irreligious 
fact to his friends? Therefore, clever-minded Krishna 
engaged his eyes in doing the messenger work for 
him. In other words, whenever he saw the gopis y his 
eyes would do the talking for him. 


The gopis later acknowledged the role of his eyes, 
as follows: 

sarad-udasaye sadhu-jata-sat- 
sarasijodara-sri-musd drsa 
surata-natha te sulka-dasika 

vara-da nighnato neha kim vadhah 
0 Lord of love, in beauty your glance excels the whorl 
of the finest, most perfectly formed lotus within the 
autumn pond. 0 bestower of benedictions, you are 
killing the maidservants who have given themselves 
to you freely, without any price. Isn’t this murder? 
(Srimad Bhagavatam 10.31.2.) 

Alas! When the side-long glances of Lord Krishna fall 
on any devotee besides the gopis , the authors of the 
dharma-sastras (codes of religious conduct) consider 
it the fruit of all the sastras (scriptures). And when 
these same side-long glances fall on the gopis y they are 
considered to be like the sharp edge of a weapon ( sastra ). 

In the hearts of Krishna and the gopis y fires burnt 
constantly during the afternoons and nights, but the 
fire would flare up in the mornings and evenings due to 
seeing each other. Indeed, in this way it was just like the 
fire in the homes of the agnihotra- performing brdhmanas. 

When Krishna would leave for the forests in the 
early morning and come back in the late evening, the 
gopis would gather along with all the others for seeing 
him. Among the gopis y Sri Radhika appeared as special 
as the Anuradha constellation on a purnima day. 
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When Krishna would leave for the forests in the 
morning he would hold the hand of the gopa next to 
him while looking in an indirect way toward the gopis. 
While embracing and playing with his friends, Krishna 
would give signals to the gopis by the sound of his flute. 
The gopis will express this in the future as follows: 

prahasitam priya-prema-viksanam 

viharanam ca te dhyana-mangalam 
rahasi samvidoya hrdi sprsah 

kuhaka no manah ksobhayanti hi 

Your smiles, your sweet, loving glances, the intimate 
pastimes and confidential talks we enjoyed with you — all 
these are auspicious to meditate upon, and they touch 
our hearts. But at the same time, 0 deceiver, they very 
much agitate our minds. ( Srimad Bhagavatam 10.31.10) 

When Krishna would return from the forest in the 
evening, the gopis would see his lotus face covered 
with cow-dust and surrounded by curly locks of 
bluish-black hair. It seemed that cupid, in the form 
of those curly hair-locks, had created a trap for the 
bee-like eyes of the gopis. 

The gopis will express the same as follows: 

dina-pariksaye nila-kuntalair 

vanaruhananam bibhrad avrtam 
ghana-rajasvalarh darsayan muhur 
manasi nah smaram virayacchasi 
At the end of the day you repeatedly show us your lotus 
face, covered with dark blue locks of hair and thickly 
powdered with dust. Thus, 0 hero, you arouse lusty 
desires in our minds. ( Srimad Bhagavatam 10.31.12) 
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In this way, the competitive desires increased 
on a day-to-day basis, and the anxiety of the gopis 
appeared to have put the newly arrived months of 
caitra-vaisakha (March-April-May) in anxiety. 

Sri Shukadev narrates this anxiety of the gopis as 
follows: 

gopinam paramananda asid govinda-darsane 
ksanam yuga-satam ivayasamyena vinabhavat 

The young gopis took the greatest pleasure in seeing 

Govinda come home, since for them even a moment 

without his association seemed like a hundred ages. 

(Srimad Bhagavatam 10.19.16) 

What this means is that the pleasure derived in 
seeing Govinda cannot be described in words. It only 
occurs when the correct circumstances are present. 
A few moments of separation from Krishna would 
appear to them as many yugas. And on meeting 
Krishna, thousands of yugas appeared like a few 
moments. When even a few moments of separation 
would appear as long as yugas , we can’t imagine 
how the gopis spent their nights in separation from 
Krishna. Somehow the gopis spent their time gazing at 
Krishna in the mornings and evenings, and thus the 
summer season passed, paving way for the rains. 

(To be continued) 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from the Sanskrit at Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 
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Satisfying the Lord in this Age 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Sri Madhvacharya has brought our attention to this 
quotation from the Narayana-samhita: 

dvaparlyairjanair visnuh pancaratrais tu kevalaih 
kalau tu ndma-matrena pujyate bhagavan harih 

“In the Dvapara-yuga one could satisfy Krishna or 
Vishnu only by worshiping opulently according to 
the pancaratrikl system, but in the Age of Kali one 
can satisfy and worship the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead Hari simply by chanting his holy names.” It 

— Purport to Caitanya-caritdmrta antya 7.12. 

Lessons in Love and Flute 

Adapted from Srila Jiva Goswami’s 

Gopala-campu, purva, chapter 17 

In the rainy season, bound in their homes, the 
gopls sometimes thought, “We remember Krishna’s 
bhojana-llla, pastimes of eating with his friends, such 
as his eating of dates and other fruits under a tree 
that provides shelter from the rain, and his eating of 
curd rice, etc., on the large rocks near the river bank 
while calling out to the cows from a distance. These 
thoughts scrape our hearts with sharp nails.” 

ghandgama-ghandgame viramitajitonmllane 
samasta-jana-sarmaddh sapadi khanjarlteksanah 
amuh suci-ruci-sriya sva-hrdi krsna-bhdvam gatd 
hari-vraja-nava-priyas tamasi llnatam agatah 

When the rains were excessive, the gopls could not see 

Lord Ajita at all. They, who had eyes like the wag-tail 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


bird and who were dear to all, absorbed themselves 
in the glory of the amorous remembrance of Lord 
Krishna. In this way, the darkness (Krishna) of their 
hearts, which was due to the absence of Krishna, 
caused them to completely absorb themselves in 
thoughts of Krishna. (Text 25) 

And when the friends of these gopls tried to lighten 
their hearts by discussing things other than Krishna, at 
that time the rainy season itself took on the role of the 
enemy, for it was equipped with dark lightning-filled 
clouds that reminded the gopls of Krishna. 

In the previous months the gopls had been 
thinking, “It is due to the hot summers that the heat 
of separation within our minds has been agitated. 
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Radha and Krishna in the rain 

This heat will be tamed by the rains.” But, alas, the 
opposite happened! The rains added fire to the heat! 

The croaking frogs, insects, and similar creatures, by 
their shrill voices, seemed to be criticizing the rainy 
season, “Just see! In the sky of the gopis hearts, the dark 
clouds of Krishna have appeared, and these clouds are 
now showering rain in the form of the gopis tears.” 

The tails of Vraja’s peacocks appeared to be like 
Cupid’s quiver of arrows, while the individual peacock 
feathers looked like Cupid’s half-moon arrows. 

Whatever qualities the rainy season employed 
to bring relief to the gopis , the gopis perceived as 
inflammatory. They thought, “Alas! Our very friend 
the rainy season has become our enemy. Indeed, the 
ways of providence are strange.” 

Speaking fearfully, the gopis said, “All these nira-da 
(water-giving clouds) are ni-rada (without teeth), yet they 
seem to have developed teeth in the form of lightning 
bolts, and these teeth are grinding the hearts of we who 
are situated on earth. Thus, they roar with pride.” 

How interesting are the ways of love! Even though 
the gopis generally perceived the clouds as being 
unfavorable to them, Srimati Radharani still found 
some favorable nature. Looking at them, she said, 
“0 lightning! What and how many austerities have 
you performed that you always seem to be dancing 
around the chest of the dark (Krishna-like) clouds!” 

Having said this out of fleeting madness, Sri 
Radhika then realized that her friends were present, 
so she immediately re-interpreted the same sentence 
as, “0 friends! Just see how the lightning dances 
around the dark clouds.” 

The friends replied, “Are you remembering 
amorous pastimes with Krishna?” 

Radhika replied, “No! I’m just glorifying the 
qualities of the season.” 


Another time, Sri Radhika said, “Just see! The rainy season 
brings a feast of feelings of harita (Lord Hari) for the eyes.” 

Her friend asked, “You are desiring Krishna again, 
aren’t you?” 

Radhika replied, “No, my jealous friend! I was 
describing the feast of feelings that the harita (greenery) 
experience at the onset of the rainy season.” 

Meanwhile, Krishna is also remembering Srimati 
Radharani at this time. In this remembrance, Krishna 
does not notice the excessively beautiful groups 
of peacocks that dance in the rainy season with 
beautiful sounds, and he even forgets the peacock 
feather on his crown. 

After the rainy season showed such unfavorable 
behavior to the gopis , the autumn season arrived. The 
gopis expected that the clarity of the skies during the 
autumn would bring clarity to their hearts. But alas! 
The autumn season ended up doubling the muddiness 
[within their hearts]. Sri Radhika, who was agitated 
during the rains by seeing the lightning-filled clouds, 
now was agitated by not seeing them. 

Sri Radhika and Sri Krishna wrote on new leaves 
about the depths of their feelings of separation, and 
the winds of the autumn season brought Sri Radhika’s 
leaf to Krishna and Sri Krishna’s leaf to Radha. 

Sri Radhika had written: 

taditah punya-salinyah sadaya ghana-jivanah 
tena sardham adrsyanta, nadrsyanta ca tam vina 

“The lightning bolts, who have the clouds as their very 
life, are very pious, for they are never seen without 
their dark clouds [but I am unfortunate because I am 
always seen without the dark cloud Krishna].” (33) 



Radharani writes a letter to Krishna 
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Sri Krishna had written: 

avrtim ajahad indur vilasati hamsas ca nila-kahjam ca 
vrndavanam anu ha dhig daw am tat tan na drsyate tasyah 

“The moon has given up its cloudy shelter and the 
swan and the blue lotus are beautifully decorating 
the lake, but thinking of Vrindavan my mind doesn’t 
take pleasure in these things. Fie on providence!” (34) 

But it was by providence that these leaves reached 
Radha and Krishna. Crying upon reading Krishna’s 
verse, Radharani embraced the leaf, made a pendant 
out of it, and wore it around her neck. 

Radharani’s friends also expressed distaste in 
the autumn, “Alas! The same autumn which has 
provided clarity and beauty to the lake, the flowers, 
the lotus, and the moon has also led to a total lack 
of clarity of the beauty of each gopf’s mind [which 
is compared to a lake], eyes [which are compared 
to flowers], face [which is compared to a lotus] and 
teeth [which are compared to the moon]. How can 
this be tolerable?” 

This has also been describedby Sri Shukadev Goswami: 

aslisya sama-sitosnam prasuna-vana-marutam 
janas tapamjahur gopyo na krsna-hrta-cetasah 

Except for the gopis , whose hearts had been stolen by 
Krishna, the people could forget their suffering by 
embracing the wind coming from the flower-filled forest. 
This wind was neither hot nor cold. ( Bhag . 10.20.45) 

Krishna’s condition, too, was strange. During times 
of union, his beauty, form, grace and bluish hue 
appeared to be the greatest nectar. But in times of 
separation these same qualities appeared like great 
[bluish] venom. 

While everyone else recognized the fragrance from 
Krishna’s body to be their very life, the gopis, who had 
become skinny due to separation, considered these 
fragrant airs to be like sharp arrows. Although all 
of the gopis had attained the pinnacle of eagerness, 
they did not express their feelings to one another. 
Their mood was, “Even if it is irreligious, I will serve 
Krishna.” And Krishna’s mood was similar. 

Both of them were unhappy, feeling separation, but 
the gopis were more unhappy due to their simplicity. 
Seeing no other way to rid them of their suffering, 
Krishna tried to use his stern glances as a chastising 
rod to forcibly calm them down. When that also did 
not succeed, he started playing his flute in a unique 
way to tame them. 


{Jssut Tkrtt ^Hundred Tat, — 3 

This is also described in the Srimad Bhagavatam at 
an appropriate place: 

venu-vadya urudha nija-siksah 

“In playing the flute, you gave us many lessons.” 
(Srimad Bhagavatam 10.35.14) 



Krishna plays his flute 


Sri Krishna, too, invested his mind in the gopis, and 
from then on he always paired himself with Balaram 
and started playing on his sweet flute. In the midst of 
the forest (which had a different mood, sakhya, due 
to him being with his friends), incomprehensible 
Krishna displayed his expertise in playing the flute 
among his friends on a daily basis and started giving 
them all lessons in the flute. 

And the desire of the gopis to have the personal 
association of Krishna was satisfied through hearing 
these sounds of Krishna’s flute. Indeed, the very nature 
of Krishna consciousness is that its possessor can be 
effectively captured by Krishna even from a distance. 

Among the gopis , those who had particularly 
intense feelings of love for Krishna still remained 
distressed. However, they never considered their 
unhappiness to be a serious concern.” 

Sri Radhika had her companions like Vishakha, 
Lalita, and the similar-sounding Anuradha. 
Chandravali had her companions such as Shaibya, 
Padma, etc. Considering Lalita, Vishakha and others 
to be very dear, Radharani revealed her heart to 
them out of friendly affection. Seeing that Krishna 
was almost hidden in the company of Balaram, they 
glorified Krishna by camouflaging his name under 
the name of Balaram through a song. This song did 
not refer to Krishna directly by his name, but it 
referred to Krishna in a covered way by referring to 
his brother as follows: 
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Early Bengal School, c. 1880 
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Sri Sri Krishna Balaram 


(jaya) ramo ramanuja itiyugalam 

krta-nata-vesataya patu rajati gayati sakhi-gana-yugalam 

[dhruva] 

Glories to the brothers Rama (Balaram) and Ramanuja 
(Rama’s younger brother)! Decorating themselves as 
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expert connoisseurs, together with friends they sing 
a wonderful song. [Refrain] 

sarasa-rasdlaja-pallava-tallaja-pallavitamala-sirsam 
nava-yauvana-vana-bljdhkuram iva dharayad-atanu-ciklrsam 

Their foreheads are decorated with a spotless youthful 
leaf from a nectar-laden mango tree. Indeed, they 
seem to be carrying the forest seeds of youthful vitality 
with them. 

vanchita-pinchavali-parildnchita-mani-nicaydncita-kesam 
dadhad iva hari-dhanur-anugata-tara-vali-valitambuda-lesam 

A most attractive peacock feather and strands of pearls 
decorate their hair. The peacock feather appears to be 
a rainbow around which the strands of pearls appear 
like stars studded on the dark clouds of their hair. 

valayita-nava-dalad-utpala-karnika-karna-yugadbhuta-sobham 
latika kasav iti vismayakrti madhukrti vinihita-lobham 

Their ears are like two beautiful whorls of freshly 
blooming lotus flowers. Even the bumblebees get 
confused as to which is the more beautiful ear. Thus, 
the bumblebees are endowed with great greed. 

hasta-kamalam abhi kamala-vighurnana-ramana-kald-ramanfyam 
madhapa-ganam prati madhu-kana-varsanam akrtayatah kamaniyam 

Both appear beautiful as they display their expertise in 
swinging the lotus flowers in their hands. Bestowing 
nectar-drops on the bumblebees, they fulfill the 
bumblebee’s desires. 

mdldmald-parimala-bali-bali-vapur ali-valita-sadesam 
ali-jhankrti-nuti-kolahala-vaha-bahula-kutuhala-vesam 

Their sturdy bodies are well decorated with a host of 
flower garlands. With great reverence, the bumblebees 
buzz around these garlands, offering various prayers. 
Indeed, it appears as if a great commotion of such 
prayers is going on around about them. 

sitam asitam vapur asitam pltam vasanam yasya ca gitam 
tad idamyadi gokulam anu gokulam ayati tadagham atitam 

Their bodies are bright (Balaram) and dark (Krishna), 
but their clothes are dark (blue) and bright (yellow) 
respectively. Seeing these beautiful brothers enter 
into Gokul, all our miseries vanish. It 

(to be continued) 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit at Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 
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Cheating Others for Bhakti 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

That great souls cheat others may be astonishing 
to know, but it is a fact that great souls cheat others 
for a great cause. It is said that Lord Krishna also 
advised Yudhisthira to tell a lie before Dronacharya, 
and it was also for a great cause. The Lord wanted 
it, and therefore it was a great cause. Satisfaction of 
the Lord is the criterion of one who is bona fide, and 
the highest perfection of life is to satisfy the Lord by 
one’s occupational duty. (Purport to Bhag. 1.13.37) 
So far this making some false story for collecting 
money or selling book, of course we may do anything 
for Krishna, but that is supposed to be reserved for very 
advanced experts in Krishna consciousness — they 
know how to catch the big fish without themselves 
getting wet. So it is not very much advisable to make 
lies just to sell books. If we simply stick to describing 
how wonderful is Krishna, then whatever we may 
lie or exaggerate that will not be a lie. But other 
things, lies, they will not help us to train ourselves in 
truthfulness. Lie to some, not to others, that is not a 
good philosophy. Rather, the brahmanas are always 
truthful, even to their enemies. There is sufficient 
merit in our books that if you simply describe them 
sincerely to anyone, they will buy. That art you must 
develop, not art of lying. Convince them to give by your 
preaching the Absolute Truth, not by tricking. That 
is the more mature stage of development of Krishna 
consciousness. (Letter of 25 December 1972) 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

So far the meaning of the word “cheating”, there 
are only three things to be known — that Krishna 
is the Supreme Enjoyer, the Supreme Proprietor of 
everything, and the Supreme Friend of everyone, and 
we say that honesty is acting upon the knowledge 
of these three facts. So if one is always acting under 
these three facts, knowing Krishna to be the supreme 
proprietor, enjoyer, and friend, then he is truly 
honest, and if one is not acting in this knowledge, 
then he is always cheating or being dishonest. 
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So if you apply this to your techniques for selling 
literature to persons in the sahkirtana party, then 
you will understand what the meaning of the word 
‘cheating’ is. (Letter of 2 May 1972) 

Regarding the illegal taking of the Japanese 
currency from the country, do not do these things. 
Also stop the pen stealing. This is not good and should 
be stopped. (Letter of 30 August 1974) 

What is this stealing and violence? This is not good. 
Stealing is not our business. Our business is to become 
Krishna conscious. Caesar’s wife must be above suspicion. 
This is our program. (Letter of 9 November 1975) t$ 

Lessons in Love and Flute 

Adapted from Srila Jiva Goswami’s Gopala- 
campu, purva, chapter 17 

The last issue left off with the gopls singing , u Seeing 
these beautiful brothers enter into Gokul, all our miseries 
vanish. ” Their song continues. 

“Indeed, the very entrance of both of them near 
the boundaries of Gokul while returning in the 
evening causes everyone to be totally absorbed in 
thoughts of them. 

“How amazing! Seeing the two brothers entering 
into Vraja is the fulfillment of the purpose of being 
endowed with sight! And this is especially true for 
those living entities who notice the younger one 
(Krishna) whose lips are decorated with a flute and 
whose lotus eyes send out expert signals capable of 
bewitching us [the gopis ]. 11 

Again, the same feeling is expressed by one gopf to 
another as follows, “0 friend! At the time of coming 
back home with his friends and cows, we watch him 
singing, laughing, and roaming freely, and on seeing 
that his restless amorous eyes are searching for 
something, our minds are put in constant anxiety. 
Alas! Indeed, that chaste lady’s eyes are the most 
glorious who has flute-loving Madana (Krishna) as 
her madana (enchanter).” 

Krishna, the killer of the Agha demon, then played 
his flute in a way designed to increase the gopis desire 
to associate with him. In doing so, he sometimes 
prevailed over the gopis ’ ordinary shyness. Since he 
was expert in playing flute in different ways and in 
attracting others in various ways, he attracted the 
gopis while making it seem that he was playing the 
flute for only Balaram. But what also happened is that 
his flute playing enticed one and all from a distance. 
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Krishna's flute-playing attracted all living entities 

The gopis also expressed their hidden feelings by 
indicating Balaram as follows: 

venoh siksam atha racayator dhenu-raksadi-laksyan 
nandranyam prati viharator bibhrator yasti-rajju 
stambham lole calanam acale kurvator atyapurvam 
bhratror asid bata tanu-bhrtam dharmato vaiparityam 

On the pretext of playing his flute, protecting cows, 
etc., these two brothers roam freely in various forests, 
each holding a stick and a rope. In their presence, the 
moving water stops and immovable objects, such as 
mountains, move. Just see how they evoke opposite 
characteristics in everyone! 

The meaning of this verse is, “These two are causing 
everyone’s natural state ( dharma ) to be broken. 
Certainly the younger one, Krishna, will be the cause 
of the complete uprooting of our religiosity ( dharma ).” 

Seeing that the song sung by him and his brother 
was attracting everyone, Krishna thought, “Oh! 
My objective was to attract the gopis and especially 
Radhika. However, since everyone has now become 
addicted to the sound of my flute, it is not appropriate 
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to suddenly stop playing. Therefore, I shall play the 
flute for everyone. For the different classes of living 
entities born in different species, I shall play the flute 
in such a way that they will all be either attracted, 
bewitched, or both. I will try to play the flute to educate 
everyone in this way, and bewitchment or attraction 
will be generated by playing appropriate tunes that 
express the essence of all the notes of music.” 

Thinking in this way, Krishna tried out his 
technique on various categories of living entities 
and managed to enchant them all — except for the 
gopis, for whom the only result was to increase the 
anxiety within their hearts. 

The gopis description of the enchantment of the 
cows is described as follows: 

harer vaktram venu-dhvani-misataya varsati sudham 
pibaty etam gavyayad anu rasana-karna-yugalam 
ahasit prastabdha nija-visayam any a tu rasana 
kim etat kim naitad bhavati kim ivaitat kim iti va 

From the lips of Lord Hari, nectar is dripping on the 
pretext of flute-sounds. Drinking this nectar, the cow’s 
ears have turned into tongues and their actual tongues 
have become totally motionless, not caring for food. Thus 
the ears of the cows think, “What is this nectar? What 
is it not? How to attain it and who will get it?” (Text 46) 

What they actually wanted to say was: “The flute has 
produced the same effect on the cows and on us. Still, 
there is some difference between their condition and 
ours because these cows can at every moment look 
at the face of Krishna, whereas we don’t even know 
in which yuga we will have the same good fortune.” 

On the next day, Krishna continued his flute- 
education and enchanted all the forest-residing living 
entities. This was expressed by the gopis as follows: 

vamsah so yam tu vitamsah kamsa-satror itiyate 
tena samsanato yanti vidhvamsam mrga-paksinah 

“0 friends! Just see how the flute appears to be a net 
designed to capture all the living entities of the forest. 
Simply on hearing the flute, all of them are trapped 
into their destruction!” (Text 48) 

They also made the following statement, “This 
Vrindavan forest is itself expanding its glories on the 
surface of the earth. And Sri Krishna roams around here, 
distributing auspiciousness everywhere. When the flute 
plays, the peacocks dance in various ways, and the other 
living entities from the forest dance with them. In this 
way, Vrindavan appears to be a dancing arena.” 
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By this, the gopis indicated, “We’re not fortunate 
enough to attain the auspicious life of Vrindavan. 
Even the peacocks here are the object of our 
worship, for their piety increases every moment by 
dancing freely in this beautiful place. We gopis are 
householders literally held captive in our homes. We 
are worse than purchased cattle, because the cattle 
can at least freely glance at Krishna, while we can’t 
even do that for a fraction of a moment.” 

On the next day, Krishna enticed the female deer of 
Vrindavan. That was described by the gopis as follows, 
“0 dear sakhi , it’s amazing that even though these 
deer are devoid of intelligence [due to their birth], 
they exceed our good fortune by their attraction to 
the sounds of the flute. Thus they approach Krishna 
and stand bewitched in front of him like objects in 
a painting. By their sidelong glances, they also seem 
to be offering their worship to Krishna.” 

By this, the gopis indicated, “We are born as ladies 
in the esteemed human species which is greatly 
respected by intelligent men. Our husbands are 
residents of Vrindavan and loving devotees of 
Krishna. In these regards, these deer couples are not as 



Enchanting the universe with the sound of his flute 


Painting by B. K. Mitra. Gita Press. Gorakpur. Circa 1950s. 
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fortunate as us, yet they are able to approach Krishna 
as a couple and gaze at him (while we can’t do the 
same with our husbands). Fie on our fortunes, which 
cannot match the good fortune of these deer couples!” 

The next day, Krishna particularly enticed the birds. 
Seeing this, the gopis said, “In this forest of Vraja, all 
the birds have been described [in the scriptures] as 
sages (munis). We know very well that Krishna is their 
guru. If this is not the case, then why do they sit around 
him silently whenever he plays a song on the flute?” 

By this, they wanted to express the following 
embarrassment, “Krishna is a muni and all these 
birds are also munis , yet none of us gopis are eligible 
to acquire the qualifications of having an audience 
of this muni (Krishna), since we lack the eligibility.” 

The next day, Krishna enticed even the heavenly 
damsels by the sound of his flute. The gopis described 
it as follows, “Attracted by the qualities of the 
song of the flute, the damsels of heaven gathered 
around Krishna in their airplanes. Their attraction 
to Krishna’s beautiful form and enticing activities 
captured them so that they completely forgot 
themselves. Thus they asked themselves, ‘What 
did we hear? What did we see?’ In this way they 
completely forgot that their hair, ornaments, etc., 
were disarrayed by the sounds of the flute.” 
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By this, the gopis indicated, “When even the 
damsels of heaven become enticed by the flute-song 
of Krishna, what can be said about us poor earthly 
girls of Vraja? How can we resist it?” 

In this way, the sound of the flute turned the lively 
souls into motionless entities and the motionless 
objects into lively ones. The gopis [who were earlier 
lively] now belonged to the category of motionless 
entities, and it is certainly difficult to turn them into 
lively souls. In other words, the effect of the flute 
seems irreversible. 

Regarding the rivers, the gopis expressed, “These 
auspicious ladies (rivers) on hearing the song of the 
flute attained a motionless state, forming whorls. 
They swelled up and their waters started overflowing 
with joy. The swans and other water creatures made 
joyous sounds that appeared as the sounds of the 
river’s ornaments. In this maddened state, they 
approached Krishna and through their delicate hands 
(waves), they embraced Krishna’s feet and offered 
him their choicest lotus flowers as a gift.” 

By this, the gopis actually meant, “Alas! Alas! These 
rivers are the chaste wives of the ocean, and yet they 
overrode their chastity and ran to meet Krishna. 
Oh! Then what to speak of us? How can we resist 
it? These rivers have attained the greatest piety in 
previous lives and are hence able to freely mingle 
with him, while our fortunes are not comparable to 
their immense good fortune. Better we stay detached 
from all happiness or sorrow.” 

The next day, they described the dark clouds as 
follows, “They are Murari’s friends, not only because 
they share the same hue, but also because they 
mutually benefit each other. When Murari plays the 
malhara-raga to attract them, they get attracted and 
provide him shade from the sun’s heat.” 

The inner meaning of the gopis was, “Just see these 
inert clouds, who although situated at a distance 
can serve Krishna by providing cooling shade which 
results from their internal flow of love! Alas! We gopis 
were renowned with the reputation that our life- 
breaths are dependent only on Krishna. Yet even with 
such a reputation, we are now seen alive even though 
we are unable to serve Krishna. Fie on this life!” it 

(To be continued.) 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit at Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 
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Going beyond Sixteen Rounds 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I am very glad to learn that you are chanting forty- 
eight rounds. Actually, it is all right to chant sixty-four 
rounds. If one is able to chant more than sixteen 
rounds, up to sixty-four, it is very good. Try to increase 
it, but never decrease it. (Letter, 17 December 1967.) 

I shall advise you again to chant always, increasing 
the counting. Sixteen rounds is generally prescribed, 
but for the time being you can stop all other 
activities and increase the chanting to 64 rounds. 
(Letter, 12 February 1968.) 

It is very good if you can chant 64 rounds; this is 
very nice if you can do it. But first of all we should not 
be disturbed by any circumstances. If you do become 
disturbed then this means you are still deficient in 
reaching the point. (Letter, 23 March 1969.) 

It is very encouraging to me that you are regularly 
chanting your twenty rounds of beads daily. 
Be careful never to decrease, but increase the 
number and you will become stronger in Krishna 
consciousness. (Letter, 3 March 1970.) ft 

Pure Vaishnavas Relish the Holy Name 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

A pure vaisnava who is completely surrendered to 
the holy name is always with Krishna. He sees Krishna 
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everywhere at every moment, yahah netra pade tahah 
dekhaye amare — Wherever he looks he sees the all¬ 
beautiful form of Krishna, Shyamasundar, and all the 
transcendental pastimes. At every moment he tastes 
such nectarean mellows, namamrta. He has no taste 
for material mellows or material beauty. If by chance 
it unconsciously enters into the mind, immediately 
he curls his lips and spits at it. it 

— Flow of Nectar, p. 104. Gopal Jiu Publications. From a lecture, 
Bhubaneswar, 21 September 1994. 
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Lessons in Love and Flute 

Adapted from Srila Jiva Goswami’s Gopala- 
campu, purva, chapter 17 

Madhukantha continues to narrate the gopls 
description of how so many different entities had become 
enticed by the flute-play. 

It was amazing to see that even the stony hills 
were blissfully worshiping the Lord. The gopfs said, 
“Respected Sri Govardhan has clearly attained the 
position of hari-dasa-varya, the topmost servant of 
the Lord, for when Krishna along with Balaram climb 
upon it and play the flute constantly it becomes 
ecstatic by the touch of their lotus feet. This ecstasy 
results in bodily transformations in the form of seeds 
sprouting on its surface, and through these sprouted 
seeds and its waterfalls it serves Krishna’s friends, 
Krishna’s cows, and Krishna himself. 

“Leaving aside Govardhan’s condition, look 
instead at this other hill! It has assumed complete 
smoothness on listening to the flute of Krishna and 
has become known as cikkana, the slippery mountain. 
Krishna’s footprints embedded on it are the constant 
witness of this fact.” 

In a hidden way, the gopis were saying: 

mahatam padavim upturn vanchayadyapi dhrstata 
tathapy anugatis tesam bhati ced asti drstata 

“Even though the desire to attain the same position as 
saintly souls is nothing but impudence, still if one acts 
according to the actions of the previous great souls, the 
path to one’s saintliness will be open.” (Text 63) 

Thinking about the gopis feelings and knowing their 
state of madness, the heavy-hearted Madhukantha’s 
voice choked. He covered his face with a cloth and 
started to cry. Seeing this, all the members of the 
assembly merged into an ocean of unhappiness. 

He then repeated the words uttered by Sri Radha: 
“The flute is extremely pious, for even though it is not 
of feminine gender, it is able to give up all shyness and 
drink the nectar flowing from Krishna’s lips, which in 
fact belong to the gopis. The flute is never satisfied by 
this nectar, and when it has overfed on it, the flute emits 
sounds that cause the rivers to swell up with joy and 
the trees to shed tears in the form of dripping honey.” 

The inner meaning of Radharani’s statement was, 
“I do not wish for the body of a lady born in a glorious 
family. I desire to have the body of a bamboo rod, 
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because the bamboo-flute freely mingles with 
Krishna in an ever-increasingly eager mood. This is 
impossible in the body of a chaste lady. Even if by 
assuming the body of a bamboo I lose my human 
consciousness, then at least Krishna will know that in 
separation from him this Radhika turned into wood.” 

Radharani thought within herself as follows, “0 
shark earrings! You kiss his cheeks regularly! 0 
flute! You relish his lip-nectar! 0 garland of forest 
flowers! You directly embrace him! Suits you all 
well, for all of you have gone beyond scriptural rules 
and regulations. Alas! The very scriptural rules that 
promised us our desired object clearly ended up 
cheating us and depriving us of it. 

“And see! Even these ordinary jewels do not give 
up the body of Hari. What then to speak of us ladies 
affected by Cupid? If he would not have freely 
associated with others then there would be no cause 
for complaint, but how can I tolerate the sight of him 
openly embracing his friends?” 

In this way, the serene narration of the flute-play 
was going on when suddenly a situation presented 
itself and caused a disturbance. This will be described 
in the morning [the next chapter]. Folding his palms, 
Madhukantha said again, 0 Radhe! No one knows 
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how much effort your beloved puts into meeting 
you because his efforts are known only to himself.” 

In this way, the narration ended and everyone 
returned to their homes. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit at Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 


The Dog-eater’s Qualification 

Sri Vallabhacharya s Commentary on 
Srimad-bhagavatam 3.33.6 

yan-namadheya-sravananukirtanad 
yat-prahvanadyat-smaranad api kvacit 
svado pi sadyah savanaya kalpate 
kutah punas te bhagavan nu darsanat 

To say nothing of the spiritual advancement 
of persons who see the supreme person face to 
face, even a person born in a family of dog-eaters 
immediately becomes eligible to perform Vedic 
sacrifices if he once utters the holy name of the 
supreme personality of godhead or chants about him, 
hears about his pastimes, offers him obeisances, or 
even remembers him. 

Commentary: 

tatra prathamam aha —yasya bhagavato namadheyasya 
guroh sakasac chravananantaram yad anuklrtanam , 
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tena svado pi candalo pi sadyah savanaya somabhisava 
yogyatvaya sadyas tasminn evajanmani avakalpate. kutah 
punas tava darsanat , somabhisava yogyo bhavatfti kirn 
vaktavyam ity arthah. 

Now the first astonishment [regarding glories of the 
holy name] is described [here in verse 6]: The Lord’s 
respectable name when heard due to the proximity 
of sri-guru y and thereafter when it is repeated, makes 
a candaky dog-eater, immediately eligible to perform 
a soma-yajna. Sadyah here means “in this very life”. 
What then to speak of those who have had your direct 
audience? The implied meaning is that if the mere 
chanting of your name is enough to qualify one for a 
soma-yajna, what to speak of your direct audience? 

sravananantaram kfrtana-kathanad vaisnava-dfksaya 
mantropadesa para iti kecit. 

Some, however, say that it is by first hearing from 
a guru, then accepting vaisnava-mantra initiation, 
and thereafter regularly chanting that mantra that 
one becomes qualified. 

sadyah savanaya iti u sarvamedhe vayave candalam 1 iti 
vakyat. paryagnikarana paryantam tad-yogyatvam ity apare. 

The words u sadyah savanaya ” (he immediately 
becomes qualified for soma-yajna) is actually from 
a sruti where it is said “in all sacrifices, the candala 
is an object for Vayu”. Some, however, say that the 
candala s role is only up to the carrying of fire around 
the sacrificial animal. 

Translator’s note: Someone may raise an objection 
here, “We have never heard of such a thing before in 
our traditions. This is something very astonishing to 
us. It even appears to be against the conclusions of all 
dharma-sastras.” To this, Sri Vallabhacharya replies: 

vastutas tu ascarya-rupam mahatmyam eva 
laukikopapattya cet siddhayet y ascaryam eva na bhavet. 

In reality, if the astonishing glories of the holy name 
would lead to something found ordinarily within this 
world, then it would no longer be astonishing. 

Translator’s Note: In other words, if the holy name 
would lead to an achievement that is already present 
in the material world, then what type of a glory would 
it be? Therefore, the glory of the holy name must be 
such that it should bestow something which has not 
been bestowed by other processes, i.e. the eligibility 
for everything. Sri Vallabhacharya now explains how 
the process works: 
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adharma samskrta bhuta visesair hi candaladi sarlram 
arabhyate , sarvotkrsta dharma-samskrta-bhuta-visesais 
tu brahmana sarlram. bhagavan namna dlksaya prdptena 
va sarvan dosan autpattikan parihrtya y tarry eva bhutany 
utkrsta samskdrena sarhskrtani kriyanta iti namnoyuktam 
eva mdhatmyam. anena sarva-dosa-ndsana-purvaka sarva- 
gunopapadakatvam namna uktam. 

A certain living entity is endowed with a low birth, 
viz. candala, due to previous irreligious impressions. 
Another living entity is endowed with a brahmana 
birth due to previous religious impressions. By 
chanting the holy names of the Lord or by taking 
initiation [from a vaisnava], all faults that one is born 
with are cleared and one becomes endowed with all 
good impressions. Therefore, the glorification of the 
holy name is appropriate. Through the holy names, 
all faults are destroyed and all merits are bestowed. 

sravana yogyenanuklrtanena va. sravanena dosa- 
nivrttih klrtanena gunadhanam iti va. 

It can be said that the eligibility [for performing 
soma-yajna] comes by hearing the names or by 
chanting them repeatedly. Or it can be said that by 
hearing the names all faults are destroyed, and by 
chanting them all good qualities are bestowed. 

nanv etad ascaryam ucyata ity asahkya kaimutika- 
nyayena tad upapadayati — yat-prahvanad yat- 
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smaranad iti. prahvo namrlbhavo namanam iti yavat. 
namrlbhdvasyakhyanam aprasiddham. smaranasya 
tu valmlkeh. sa hi candala eva marga-ghatakah. rser 
upadesat purvam maharsi-bhavanam krtva pascad 
rama-smaranena tasminn evajanmani valmlkirjata iti 
na kincid anupapannam. ata eva kvacid ity uktam. yatra 
nama rupam va sva-samarthyam prakatayati tatraivam 
eveti ati-prasaktir api nivarita. 

If someone interjects — “Are only the processes of 
hearing and chanting astonishing?”, then to further 
demonstrate the superiority of the holy name, it 
is said — u yat prahvanad yat smaranat ” Not only 
the processes of hearing and chanting but also the 
processes of paying obeisances and remembering 
are astonishing. The term l prahva indicates the 
feeling of humility felt during the process of paying 
obeisances to the Lord. The history regarding the 
low-born devotee who achieved perfection through 
paying obeisances ( prahva ) is not well known. What 
is well known is the history of the low-born devotee 
who attained perfection through remembrance 
(smarana ), and that devotee is Valmiki. He indeed 
was a candala , engaged in robbing and killing 
people on the roadside. Before he got initiation 
and instructions from sages, he put faith in the 
instructions of the great sages and desired to 
be like them. Thereafter, by remembering Lord 
Rama continuously he attained success in that 
very life itself. In this narration, there is no 
impropriety. Indeed, wherever the holy name 
manifests its form or its caliber, verily even the 
most impossible rules become possible. 

svadas candalanam adhamah. utkrstasyottamatve kah 
sandeha ity u api” sabdarthah. te darsanat savanaya punah 
kutah kalpata iti vaktavyam ity arthat. evam paryavasana 
vrttya namasravanader mdhatmyam uktam. 

The dog-eater is the lowest among candalas. The 
term u ap\ in this verse indicates that when even 
the lowest can be elevated, what to speak of those 
who are already elevated? What then to speak of the 
eligibility for performing a soma-yajna by those who 
have had a direct sight of the Lord? In this way, the 
glories of the holy name are spoken in successive 
increments, until a pinnacle is reached, "if 

— Transliterated from Sanskrit and translated by Hari Parshad Das 
from the Srimad-bhagavatam with multiple commentaries edited by 
Sri Krishna Shankar Shastri. Ahmedabad. 1973. 
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The Bhagavatam Predates Vopadev 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Some Mayavadi scholars argue that Srimad Bhagavatam 
was not compiled by Sri Vyasadev. And some of them 
suggest that this book is a modern creation written 
by someone named Vopadev. In order to refute such 
meaningless arguments, Sri Sridhar Svami points out 
that there is reference to the Bhagavatam in many of 
the oldest Puranas. This first sloka of the Bhagavatam 
begins with the Gayatri mantra. There is reference to 
this in the Matsya Parana, which is the oldest Parana. 
In that Parana it is said about the Bhagavatam that in 
it there are many narrations of spiritual instructions, 
that it begins with the Gayatri mantra, and that it 
contains the history of Vritrasura. Anyone who makes 
a gift of this great work on a full moon day attains to 
the highest perfection of life by returning to Godhead. 
There is reference to the Bhagavatam in other Puranas 
also, where it is clearly stated that this work was 
finished in twelve cantos , which include eighteen 
thousand slokas. In the Padma Parana also there is 
reference to the Bhagavatam in a conversation between 
Gautam and Maharaja Ambarish. The king was advised 
therein to read regularly Srimad Bhagavatam if he 
desired liberation from material bondage. Under the 
circumstances, there is no doubt about the authority 
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of the Bhagavatam. Within the past five hundred 
years, many erudite scholars and acaryas like Jiva 
Goswami, Sanatan Goswami, Viswanath Chakravarti, 
Vallabhacharya, and many other distinguished 
scholars even after the time of Lord Chaitanya made 
elaborate commentaries on the Bhagavatam. And the 
serious student would do well to attempt to go through 
them to better relish the transcendental messages. it 
— Purport to Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.1 
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“No Interest” 


Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Question: Why are we not inclined toward the 
Lord’s service? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada: 

We have no inclination toward God and no inclina¬ 
tion to remedy that situation. Therefore we need an 
expert doctor. Our inclination toward the Lord will 
arise if we associate with devotees. Just as a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon tactfully places medicine in an animal’s 
mouth, similarly the spiritual master and the devo¬ 
tees, who are just like expert doctors, bestow mercy 
on us. Despite our reluctance they forcibly pour the 
mellows of devotional service into our mouths. It' 

— From Amrta Vani 7 collected teachings of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur. chapter 51. Compiled in Bengali by Sri Bhakti 
Bhagavat Mayukha Maharaja. Adapted and translated into English 
by Bhumipati Das and Isvara Das. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. 

Not By Vopadev 

From Srila Baladev Vidyabhushan’s 
Siddhanta-darpana 6.3 
with commentary by Sri Nanda Mishra 

vopadeva-krtatve ’tra vopadeva-purabhavaih 

katham tikah krtah samsyur hanumac-citsukhadibhih 

How is it possible that Sri Vopadev wrote the Srimad 
Bhagavatam when it is well known that personalities 
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like Sri Hanumat, Sri Chitsukha, etc., who lived before 
him, have commented on it? 

Commentary: vopadeva-krtatvam sarvatha nastity 
aha—vopadeveti. yady etad bhagavatam vopadevena 
vyaracity ucyate , tarhi tasmat pdrvam jatair hanumad- 
adibhis tasmin krtah tikah katha sambhaveyuh? hanuman 
sri-rama-parsadas citsukhas cacaryah srimad-bhagavatam 
vydcakhyau. sri-madhva-munih sva-bhasye tad-vakyany 
udajahara. sa eva sri-bhagavata-tatparyam ca krtavan. 
tatparyasyapi prabodhini tikasti. srimad-bhagavata-matra- 
varnite mrd-bhaksana-vastra-harane sri-govindastake 
varnayan sahkaracaryo pi tad vydkhyatavan eva. srl- 
madhva-sahkarau hi sama-kala-prasiddhau. sahkardcarya- 
samayad uttare vatsara-sata-dvaye vyatite vopadevo y bhud 
iti sn-ramasramadibhir likhitam. yadaite hanumad-adayas 
tasya vydkhydnadi cakrus tada vopadevasyajanmapi nabhud 
iti tasya tat-kartrtvarh kathayan bhranta-dhlr eva 

This verse mentions how it is entirely impossible 
that Sri Vopadev wrote the Srimad Bhagavatam. 

If it is assumed that Sri Vopadev wrote the 
Srimad Bhagavatam then how is it possible that 
personalities predating him such as Sri Hanumat 
wrote commentaries on it? The commentator 
Hanumat refers to Hanuman, who is none other 
than the associate of Lord Rama, and Chitsukha is 
another commentator on the Bhagavatam. Words 
from his commentary have been mentioned by the 
revered Sri Madhvacharya in his own commentary. 
It is Madhvacharya who also wrote the Bhagavata- 
tatparya. The prabodhini is a sub-commentary on the 
Bhagavata-tatparya of Madhvacharya. Topics from the 
Srimad Bhagavatam , like Krishna’s eating of dirt and 
his stealing of the gopis clothes, have been narrated 
in Shankaracharya’s Govindastakam. In this way it 
is understood that even Shankaracharya knew and 
wrote about Krishna’s pastimes given in the Srimad 
Bhagavatam. It is well known that Sri Madhvacharya 
and Sri Adi Shankara were almost contemporaries. 
It has been written clearly by Sri Ramashram Swami 
and others that Sri Vopadev appeared at least two 
hundred years after Sri Shankaracharya. 

When commentators such as Hanumat and 
Chitsukha wrote their commentaries, Sri Vopadev 
was not even born! Thus, those who say that Vopadev 
was the composer are certainly misled. 1$ 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 
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Definitions of Bhakti 

Various Authors 

1) Sri Vyasadeva 

pujadisv anuraga iti parasaryah 

Srila Vyasadeva, the son of Parashar Muni, says 
that ‘ bhakti ’ means ‘fond attachment for worshiping 
the Lord in various ways’. ( Narada-bhakti-sutra 16) 

2) Sri Garga Muni 

kathadisv iti gargah 

Garga Muni says that ‘ bhakti ’ means ‘fondness for 
narrations about the Lord, by the Lord, etc.’ ( Narada- 
bhakti-sutra , 17) 

3) Sri Shandilya Muni 
atma-raty-avirodheneti sandilyah 

Shandilya Muni says that ‘ bhakti ’ means ‘taking 
unobstructed pleasure in the self. ( Narada-bhakti- 
sutra y 18) 

4) Sri Narada Muni 

naradas tu tad-arpitakhilacarata tad-vismarane parama- 
vyakulateti 

Narada, however, says that ‘ bhakti means ‘offering 
one’s every act to the Supreme Lord and feeling extreme 
distress in forgetting him’. ( Narada-bhakti-sutra , 19) 

sa tv asmin parama-prema-rupa amrta-svarupa ca 
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Devotional service manifests as the most elevated, 
pure love for God. This pure love for God is eternal. 
( Narada-bhakti-sutra , 2-3) 

5) Srila Rupa Goswami 

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam tat-paratvena nirmalam 
hrsikena hrsikesa-sevanam bhaktir ucyate 

The act of engaging the senses that are freed 
from all designations and purified by unflinching 
dedication in the service of Lord Hrshikesh, the 
master of the senses, is known as ‘bhakti. ( Bhakti- 
rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.12) 

6) Sri Madhusudana Saraswati 

drutasya bhagavad-dharmad dharavahikatam gata 
sarvese manaso vrttir bhaktir ity abhidhiyate 

When, by executing the activities of bhagavata-dharma, 
the melted tendencies of the mind flow in streams 
towards the Supreme Lord, then such tendencies are 
to be known as ‘bhakti 7 . ( Bhagavad-bhakti-rasayana, 3) W 

— Narada-bhakti-sutra. Translation and Commentary by His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and disciples. 

— Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu and Bhagavad-bhakti-rasayanam. Sanskrit text 
available at Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com) 
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Shyam has come to Nadia 

Sri Harivallabha Das 

syamera tanu ava gaura-varana 
gokula chodi ava nadxya a-ola 

vamsi chodi klratana 

(Refrain) He whose body was dark now has a fair 
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complexion. Leaving Gokul he came to Nadia. Putting 
down his flute he sings the holy names. 

kalindi-tata chodi sura-sarita-tate 

avahum karata vilasa 

aruna-varana dora-kauplna ava 

chodi plta-dhada basa 

Leaving the Yamuna he enjoys pastimes on the 
Ganga’s banks. Putting down his yellow garments 
he wears the saffron cloth of a sannyasi. 

vame nahata ava ra-i sudha-mukhl 

vraja-vadhu nahata niyade 
gadadhara pandita phirata vame ava 

sada sa-e bhakata vihare 

Sweet-faced Radha is no longer at his left. The vraja- 
gopis are no longer around him. Now Gadadhar Pandit 
is at his left as he enjoys pastimes with his devotees. 

chodi mohana cuda sire sikha rakhala 

mukhe kahata rara rara 

kahe hari-vallabha teracha cahani chodi 

du-nayane galata dhara 

He abandoned his glorious hair and wears a sikha. 
With his mouth he now loudly calls the holy names. 
Hari-vallabha Das says that the Lord has turned away 
from crooked, playful glances and makes a flooding river 
of tears flow from his eyes. V 
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Even Butchers are Welcome 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Regarding propaganda against animal slaughter in 
Back to Godhead magazine, please do not print any 
picture showing how a cow is being murdered. This will 
pollute the whole atmosphere. We are not meant for 
moving anyone’s sentiment against animal slaughter. 
We are not Buddhists or Jains - their main propaganda is 
against animal slaughter. Even the so-called vegetarians 
who do not take Krishna prasadam are as sinful as 
the non-vegetarians. Our propaganda is different, to 
make people Krishna conscious, which automatically 
makes them sympathetic against any kind of animal 
slaughter. According to Srimad Bhagavatam , one living 
entity subsists on the life of other living entities, either 
vegetarian or non-vegetarian. But we are neither of 
them. We are neither vegetarian nor non-vegetarian. 
We are transcendental. We are concerned with krsna- 
prasadam. Try to popularize krsna-prasadam as you have 
already done. People will naturally become vegetarian 
without any ghastly propaganda. The pictures of 
a mahajana or similar pictures for propagating the 
Bhagavata conclusion should be our objective. There are 
so many subject matters that we could have pictures 
of. We follow four principles. So, for example, we could 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


publish so many pictures of illicit sex life, but that 
will not advance our cause. Similarly, we may make 
propaganda against animal slaughter, but that will 
not advance our real cause. Krishna consciousness is 
based on pure understanding, not on any sentimental 
provocation. People must be intelligent enough to 
catch this Krishna consciousness movement without 
being carried away by any sentimental wave. We should 
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always remember that we do not belong to any group 
like the karmis, jnanis y or yogis. We belong to pure 
devotional service group, following in the footprints 
of great mahajanas. Our purpose should be that we are 
on one side and all others are on the other side. We 
deprecate everyone, even one who is against animal 
slaughter. In the Caitanya-caritdmrta it is clearly said that 
there are two classes of activities — pious and impious. 
We do not favor either of them. Neither do we favor any 
philosophical speculation. We simply stick to Krishna 
and wish to render loving transcendental service unto 
him. That should be our main objective, and the policy 
of Back to Godhead must be pursued in this line. I hope 
you will understand me rightly. Everyone who is not 
a Krishna conscious person is a butcher. Even the so- 
called pious man who is not in Krishna consciousness is 
also a butcher because he is killing his own self. In our 
view, everyone is a butcher and everyone is also a thief, 
because he is enjoying Krishna’s property. So how can 
we discriminate who is honest and dishonest, butcher 
and not butcher? Our only test is how one is taking 
to Krishna consciousness. Even if a so-called butcher 
comes, we welcome him to chant Hare Krishna. if 

— Letter to Rayarama. 19 November 1968. 

Serve in Unity 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur Prabhupada 

We, surrounded by enemies, are determined to 
engage in the service of Lord Hari and his devotees. 
All of us are more or less forgetful of Lord Krishna 
while serving the six enemies. All of you together 
should serve Lord Hari with unity. This is my request. 
Ekaki amara nahi pay a bala. “I have no strength to do 
it alone.” Remembering this line, all of you should 
continue to execute kirtana-yajna , which is the goal of 
life. The responsibility of the leaders in charge of the 
execution of kirtana-yajna is that while engaging in 
the service of Hari they should make friendship with 
all, and, especially, satisfy the vaisnavas. It 

— Letter. 26 June 1927. Published in Patramrta, Nectar from Letters. 
Translated by Bhumipati Das. Touchstone Media. 2012. Kolkata. 

The Meaning of Good Fortune 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

The tenth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam [10.51.53] says: 

bhavapavargo bhramatoyada bhavej 
janasya tarhy acyuta sat-samagamah 


sat-sangamo yarhi tadaiva sad-gatau 
paravarese tvayijayate matih 

0 infallible Lord, thejfvas are wandering here in many 
universes, very tightly bound up in material bondage. 
If by good fortune someone meets a vaisnava-sadhu , 
sad-guru y then his life is completely changed. He now 
becomes krsna-dasa. Now he will develop devotion 
for Krishna and will be free from material bondage. 
One who has seen or met such a vaisnava-sadhu is very 
fortunate, bhagyavan. Here in this material world, if 
someone meets the president of the country, he thinks, 
“Oh, I met the president! I am very fortunate!” But we 
are not speaking about that kind of fortune. One should 
understand what sort of fortune it is to meet guru. It 
cannot be compared with meeting the president of the 
country. It is incomparable. Up till now, in many, many 
hundreds and thousands of lives, I was either a karmi y a 
jhaniy a bhogi y or a tyagi. But now I have become krsna-dasa. 
Now I am situated in my constitutional position, jivera 
‘svarupa haya krsnera nitya-dasaj as an eternal servant 
of Krishna [Cc. madhya 20.108]. That is the constitutional 
position of the jiva. I was not in that position. But from 
today I am in that situation because I saw such a sad-gum y 
vaisnava thakura. He cast his merciful glance on me. Now 
everything is completely changed. 

Lor hundreds and thousands of lives you have been 
fallen, crying, crying and suffering in this deep dark 
well of material existence. Now you have seen and 
met such a person, such a sad-guru. Now the time 
has come that your suffering will be done away with 
forever. That is good fortune. That is bhagya. One’s 
suffering is forever done away with — finished, no 
more. This is good fortune. 1$ 

— When Good Fortune Arises, p. 335-336. Lecture, Seattle, 18 May 1993. 

The Birth of Sukadev Goswami 

Adapted from Skanda Parana, canto 6 y chapter 143 

When the Kuru dynasty faced extinction upon 
the death of Vichitravirya, who had no children, 
Srila Vyasadev begot three children at the urging 
of his mother Satyavati. Two were begotten within 
the wombs of Vichitravirya’s two widows, and the 
third, Vidura, was begotten in a maidservant. 

Thereafter, Srila Vyasadev thought about 
accepting a wife, and so he asked the sage Jabali 
for his daughter named Chetika. The sage happily 
gave his daughter to Vyasadev, and in due course 
of time she became pregnant. But even after twelve 
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Sukadev Goswami speaks Srlmad Bhagavatam to Maharaja Parikshit 


years had passed the child was not delivered from 
his mother’s womb. That intelligent boy, even 
while within his mother’s womb, memorized 
whatever he happened to hear. Thus, even before 
his birth the child became a master of the Vedas 
and Puranas. Actually, he was satisfied to remain 
within the womb, reciting the Vedic texts, and 
never thought of coming out into the world. 

However, as the child continued to grow, this 
condition became painful for his mother. Vyasadev 
then asked, “Who are you that has entered the 
womb of my wife? Why don’t you come out? Do 
you want to kill your mother?” 

The fetus replied: 

raksaso ’ham pisaco ’ham devo 7 ham manusas tatha 
gajo 7 ham turagas capi kukkutas chaga eva ca 

yoninam caturasltir laksany eva ca sankhyaya 
bhranto 7 ham tesu sarvesu tat ko 7 ham prabavlmi kim 

sdmpratam manuso bhutvajatharam samupasritah 
manusye 7 tra karisyami niskramam na kathancana 

nirvino bhramamano 7 tra samsare darune tatah 
atrastho bhava-nirmukto yogabhyasa ratas sada 

moksa-marga prayasyami tato moksam asamsayam 

0 


“I am a Rakshasha, I am a Pishacha, I am a demigod, 

I am a human being, I am an elephant, I am a horse, I 
am a chicken, and I am a goat. There are eight million, 
four hundred thousand species of life and I have 
appeared in all of these forms. Now I am settled in this 
womb as a human embryo. I don’t want to come out 
and face the terrible condition of material existence. 
Staying within the womb, I will practice yoga and 
meditation to free myself from material bondage. 
Within the womb, I have knowledge, detachment, 
and remembrance of my previous births. If I come 
out of the womb, however, I will become a victim of 
Lord Vishnu’s external energy, may a. 77 

Srila Vyasadev replied, “Don’t worry, maya will 
not affect you. Come out of the hell in the form of 
the mother’s womb.” 

The fetus said, “You must solicit the assurance of 
Lord Krishna himself. Only then will I be willing 
to come out of the womb. 

Upon hearing this, Srila Vyasadev hastened to 
Dwarka, where he told everything to Krishna. 
The Lord then accompanied Srila Vyasadev to his 
home. Krishna told the fetus, “I guarantee that 
when you emerge from your mother’s womb, you 
will not be affected by my external energy maya. 
It is my desire that you come out now.” 
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The boy came out of the womb, appearing as 
a twelve-year-old youth. He bowed down to 
Krishna, his mother, and his father, and then 
began to depart for the forest. 

Srila Vyasadev said, “Wait, my dear son! I must 
perform the birth ceremonies for you.” 

The child replied, “Thousands of birth 
ceremonies have been performed for me in 
thousands of births. They have only served to 
bind me to material existence.” 

Krishna said to Vyasa, “Your son is a very expert 
speaker, like a parrot. Let him be named Suka. 
Give him permission to go to the forest. He will 
not stay at your ashram. There is no need for you 
to exhibit so much parental affection.” 

After saying this, Krishna returned to 
Dwarka, riding upon the back of Garuda. 
Vyasadev said to Sukadev, “A son who does 
not obey the behest of his father will surely fall 
into hell. Therefore, stay here for some time.” 

Sukadev Goswami replied, “Just as today I was 
born as your son, so in another birth you were 
born as my son. Therefore I am your father and 
you should carry out my order. Don’t deny me 
permission to go to the forest.” 

Vyasadev argued, “First one must practice 
brahmacarya. Then he should enter householder life. 
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After enjoying family life, he can attain salvation 
as a vanaprastha and then as a sonnyasl” 
Sukadev countered, “If through celibacy 
liberation could be attained, impotent eunuchs 
would be liberated without separate endeavor. If 
householders can attain liberation then everyone 
would be liberated. If residents of the forest attain 
liberation then animals would easily be liberated. 
After arguing with his father in this way for some 
time, Sukadev proceeded to the forest. r Ht' 
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Joyful Pastimes with Parents 

Srila Rupa Goswami’s Padyavall 149-150 

kalindi-puline may a na na may a sailopasalye na na 
nyagrodhasya tale maya na na maya radha-pituh prangane 
dr stab krsna itxrite sa-niyamam gopair yasoda-pater 
vismerasya puro hasan nija-grhan niryan harih patu vah 

The different gopas confidently said, “I did not 
see Krishna at the Yamuna’s shore.” “I did not see 
Krishna on Govardhana Hill or at the outskirts of 
Vraja village.” “I did not see him at the base of the 
banyan tree.” “I did not see him in the courtyard of 
Radha’s father, Maharaja Vrishabhanu.” As Nanda 
Maharaja became slightly dejected to hear all this, 
smiling Krishna slipped out of the house, from right 
under Nanda Maharaja’s nose. May Krishna protect 
you all! (composed by Sri Umapati-dhara.) 

vatsa sthavara-kandaresu vicaran dura-pracare gavam 
himsrdn vzfoya pur ah purdna-purusam ndrayanam dhyasyasi 
ity uktasyayasodaya mura-ripor vavyajjaganti sphurad- 
bimbostha-dvcya-gadha-pbdana-vasad avyakta-bhavam smitam 

Mother Yashoda said, “Child, when you take care 
of the cows far away in the forests or the caves of 
Govardhana Hill and you see dangerous wild animals, 
you should meditate on the ancient Supreme Person, 
Lord Narayana, and he will protect you.” As Lord 
Krishna heard these words, it was only with great 
difficulty that he prevented a smile from appearing on 
his bimba fruit-colored lips. May that suppressed smile 
protect all the worlds! (composed by Sri Abhinanda) "ft 

— Translated by Kusakratha Das. Krishna Library. Culver City, 
California. 1989. 
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Read the Gita Daily 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Be sure to chant your sixteen rounds daily and 
read Bhagavad-gfta As It Is, one chapter daily. 
Follow the four regulative principles strictly and I 
am sure that Krishna will see that your life quickly 
becomes happier in devotional service. (Letter to 
Arundhati, 26 January 1969.) 

You should always read also, besides attending class, 
whenever you have time, the Bhagavad-gfta As It Is. Then 
I can surely recommend to the draft board that you 
are a very serious student of Bhagavad-gfta under my 
supervision. (Letter to Nara Narayana, 1 February 1969.) 

You must read Bhagavad-gfta at least a few verses 
every day and think about them throughout the day. 
The best thing is to read one chapter daily, but if you 
can meditate upon a few verses of Bhagavad-gfta every 
day, that is better than reading for simply one hour 
and then forgetting the topics until the next reading. 
(Letter to Paramananda, 29 July 1969.) 

To give a fitting memorial to Mahatma Gandhi we 
must follow and propagate this particular line of 
spiritual activities and must daily read and propagate 
this particular line of spiritual activities and must 
daily read a chapter of Bhagavad-gfta in congregation. 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Bhagavad-gfta is the world recognized philosophy of 
Indian culture and the favorite scripture of Mahatma 
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Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 


Gandhi. (Letter to Mahatma Gandhi National 
Memorial Trust Fund, 5 July 1949.) 

Krishna is personally explaining: Read Bhagavad- 
gftdy see the deity, come here daily, take carandmrtam. 
Krishna says [Bhagavad-gita 9.26], if possible, bring 
patram puspam phalarh toyam [leaf, fruit, flower, 
water]. In this way you become the topmost yogi 
and attached to Krishna. (Lecture, 22 August 1976.) 

Krishna instructs us in Bhagavad-gita that one who 
serves him in loving devotional service is delivered 
fully from all material contamination. Now you have 
your beads, so please chant at least 16 rounds daily, 
and read from Bhagavad-gita As It Is at least one 
chapter daily. (Letter to Turya, 5 June 1969.) 

In addition to chanting our 16 rounds daily, we 
must all read at least one chapter of the Bhagavad-gita. 
Read one chapter on one day and then go on to the 
next chapter the next day. In this way, after 18 days 
we will have completed one reading. After four or five 
such complete readings we will know Bhagavad-gita as 
it is and our questions and doubts will be answered. 
We are printing these books not for money but so that 
all devotees will read and understand them. (Memo 
to all temples, 24 November 1968.) 1$ 


Rights for Spiritual Initiation 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakura Prabhupada 

Without understanding the teachings of Srimad 
Bhagavatam and the concept of bondage and liberation, 
many people are bereft of the opportunity of receiving 
spiritual initiation. No learned follower ofsanatana-dharma 
can disagree with the principle that each male and female 
has the right to spiritual initiation. The spirit soul is not a 
male or a female of this material world. There are many 
social and worldly duties which display their prominence 
due to a lack of realization of one’s constitutional position. 
One is advised to surpass all those conceptions and 
proceed on the path of devotional service. If 

— From Patramrta , Nectar from the Letters, translated 
by Bhumipati Dasa, 2012, published by Isvara Dasa, 
Touchstone Media, Kolkata. 

Efforts vs. Guru’s Mercy 

Sripad Madhvacharya’s commentary on 
Vedanta-sutra 3.3.44-45 

Sripad Madhvacharya answers two questions that are 
commonly asked of spiritualists: 

Sutra 44: pradanavad eva tad uktam 
Translation: “It has been said that it [spiritual 
knowledge] is always received [from a guru].” 

Commentary: na ca sravanadi matrena dr stir bhavati. 
kintu setikartavyena.yatha gurudattam tathaiva bhavati. 
u deary avan puruso veda” iti hy uktam. 

Realization doesn’t happen through performing 
activities such as hearing alone. It is required to 
perform certain duties as well. These duties are to 
be carried out as they are received in the disciplic 
succession from the guru. The Chandogya-upanisad 
[6.14.2] confirms this by saying — “Only a person 
having an acarya (guru) can know the Vedas.” 
guru-prasadah sva-prayatno va balavan iti nigadyate 
The question as to which is more powerful, the 
mercy of the spiritual master or one’s own effort is 
addressed in the next sutra. 

Sutra 45: om lihgabhuyastvat taddhi bally as tad api 
Translation: Due to being indicated in many 
places [in the Vedas], the mercy of the guru is 
certainly more powerful. 

Commentary: rsabhadibhyo vidyam jhatva ’pi 
satyakamena u bhagavdms tv eva me kamo bruyat srutam 
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Deities of Gama Nityananda, Adwaita and Sita Thakurani, the wife ofAdwaita, at the Ahaulya Matha, the place ofAdwaita's home, in Jagannath Puri 


hy eva me bhagavad-drsebhya deary ad dhaiva vidya vidita 
sadhistham prapatiti” iti vacanat u atra ha na kincana my ay a 1 
ity anujnanad upakosala-vacanac ca lingabhuyastvat guru- 
prasadam eva balavan. tarhi tavatalam iti na mantavyam. 
u srotavyo mantavyah” ity ades tadapi kartavyam. 

Even after gaining spiritual knowledge from the 
demigods who had appeared as a bull, swan, etc., 
Satyakama went to his initiating guru and said, “0 
Lord! Please instruct me in spiritual knowledge! I have 
heard from sages who are as good as the Supreme Lord 
that one’s spiritual knowledge can attain its highest 
perfection only when one hears instructions from an 
acarya (guru).” [Chandogya-upanisad 4.9.2] 

It was also said there, “In this process [of gaining 
knowledge from guru], even though Satyakama was 
already perfect, he did not lose anything by hearing 
again.” [ Chandogya-upanisad 4.9.3] 

By this incident of Satyakama hearing again from a 
guru, and by other incidents such as that of Upakosala 
[the disciple of Satyakama, who was initially refused 
initiation before the sacred fire by Satyakama, but later 
was given knowledge by the fire-demigods and still he did 
not become proud but again expected his guru’s mercy], 
it is seen that the scriptures abound in statements that 
prove that the mercy of the guru is the more powerful. 


However, this should not become the cause of 
one ceasing one’s studies [and depending only on 
mercy]. The Upanisads say, “Truth should be heard 
and meditated upon.” [Brhadaranyaka-upanisad 2.4.5] 
Therefore, one should also continue to perform 
one’s study and regulated duties. 

Commentary continues: varahe ca — 
guruprasado balavan na tasmad balavattaram 
tathapi sravanadis ca kartavyo moksa-siddhaye 

In the Varaha Parana it is said, “The mercy of the guru 
is extremely powerful. There is nothing more powerful 
than that. Still, for attaining liberation, one should 
perform the activities ofsravana (hearing) etc.” It 

—Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Sarvamula Granthah , 27 
January 1969, volume I, edited by Bannanje Govindacharya, Akhila 
Bharata Madhwa Maha Mandala Publication, Bangalore. 

I Did Not Worship Sri Adwaita 

By the medieval poet Premadasa 

gauracandra nityananda advaita paramananda 

tina prabhu eka tanu-mana 

ithe bheda-buddhiyarn seiyau chara-khara 

tara hay a narake gamana 

Lord Gauranga, Lord Nityananda, and the most delight¬ 
ful Adwaita Acharya are three Lords who are in truth one 











in body and mind. Fie on him who differentiates between 
these three. Such a person will indeed go to hell. 

advaitera karundya jive prema-bhakti pay a 

gaurahgera pada-padma mile 
emana advaita-cande padiya visaya phande 

paiya sei na bhajilun hele 

By the mercy of Sri Adwaita Acharya a soul at¬ 
tains prema-bhakti and attains the lotus feet of Lord 
Gauranga. Knowing all this, I did not worship him, and 
instead I fell prey to the noose of sense-gratification. 

dhik dhik muni duracara 

kariluh asata-sahga sakali ha-da bhahga 

na bhajilun hena avatar a 

Fie on me, for I am a vicious soul. Associating with non¬ 
devotees, everything was destroyed, and I did not worship 
this incarnation of the Lord (Sri Adwaita Acharya). 

hate gale bandhijabe yamadute laiyajabe 

takhana dakiba muni kare 
premadasa dustamati na ha-da kona gati 

emana dayala avatare 

When the agents of Yamaraj tie my hands and neck and 
forcibly take me to hell, what shall I do? To whom shall 
I call out? Indeed, Premadasa is an evil-minded person 
and has an unknown destination due to lack of devotion 
to this incarnation of the Lord (Sri Adwaita Acharya). it 

—Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava Padavali, fourth edition, 
April 2010, compiled and edited by Hare Krishna Mukhopadhyay, 
published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 
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Three Types of Jap a 

Hari-bhakti-vilasa, 17.155 -158 

trividho japa-yajnah syat tasya bhedan nibodhata 
vacikas ca upamsus ca manasas ca tridha matah 

trayanam japa-yajhanam sreyan syad uttarottarah 
yad ucca-nica-svaritaih spasta-sabdavad-aksaraih 
mantram uccarayed vyaktam japa-yajnah sa vacikah 
sanair uccarayen mantram isad austhau pracalayet 
kihcic chabdam svayarh vidyad upamsuh sajapah smrtah 
dhiyayad aksara-srenya varnad varnam padat padam 

sabdartha-cintanabhyasah sa ukto manasojapah 
[it is described in the Nrsimha Purana:\ There are 
three types of japa-yajna. Listen to their respective 
names and qualities. The three types are vacika-japa , 
upamsu-japa and manasa-japa. Among these three, 
each is superior to the one before it. Vacika-japa is 
chanting which is characterized by high and low 
pitches along with clear pronunciation and audible 
utterance. Upamsu-japa is that in which the lips move 
slightly and the mantra is spoken softly in such a way 
that it is audible only to oneself. Manasa-japa is that 
in which the chanter mentally connects the syllables 
of the mantra to form a word and then mentally 
connects the words to form the mantra , thereafter 
meditating on the meaning of the mantra. 

Note: “ Japa in such contexts generally refers to 
recitation of gayatrf-mantra and similar texts. The 
high and low pitches specified in this verse indicate 
japa of Vedic mantras and specifically gayatri” 
Reciting prayers in puja is called stuti or stavana. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from SriHari-bhakti-vilasah 
with Bengali Translation, Bangabda 1318 (Corresponding to 
1911 A.D.), edited by Shri Shyamacharan Kaviratna. 



Indian village scene 


Drawing by J. Lockwood Kipling, 1917 
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Hare Krishna Festivals 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Regarding festivals in Boston, you may hold as many 
as possible. If you can hold such festivals daily, that is 
also nice. Our movement is for ananda, simply bliss, 
and the method of pushing this movement is chanting, 
dancing, feasting and philosophizing. In our almanac 
there are many festivals in every month. I am enclosing 
some festivals which were already held in Los Angeles, 
and if you perform them I will give you a long list of 
others. But don’t embarrass yourself at present with 
greater plans than you can handle. The more you will 
get devotees the more you will be able to perform nice 
festivals. (Letter to Jadurani, 15 July 1969.) 

I am so glad to note that you are planning a Hare 
Krishna festival in Detroit, on the order of the ones 
we held in India (Bombay and Calcutta). We had a very 
large tent, displayed our literatures, had kirtanas and 
arati ceremony for Radha and Krishna, spoke some on 
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad Bhagavatam , and distributed 
prasadam sumptuously, to not less than 20,000, and as 
many as 40,000 people came daily to participate; it was 
so successful. And our magic was simply this chanting 
and dancing; that’s all. You can do likewise in Detroit 
as far as possible and it will be a great event. Perhaps 
soon we can have such big festival in all the big cities 
in your country also. (Letter to Batu Gopal, 8 July 1971.) 

It is very nice that you are holding festivals in the 
San Diego center. We are finding these festivals very 
successful for attracting the citizens to our activities. 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
More and more these festivals may be held, at least 
one very large festival in a year, simply for glorifying 
Krishna in public places. It is not that a specific holiday 
or theme has to be chosen. We are simply calling our 
Indian programs “A Hare Krishna Festival”. But if 
there are some holidays you specifically like, you plan 
them together with Karandhara by adjusting to the 
local taste. (Letter to Bhakta Das, 20 November 1971.) 

In Bombay we have just celebrated our second Hare 
Krishna Festival and it has come out very successful. 
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More than 20,000 people attended last evening’s 
program. A special feature was the “Question and 
Answer” booth where 24 hours, day and night, one of 
our sannyasis answered all philosophy questions. So the 
people were impressed that we are not sentimentalists 
as it seemed but have substantial philosophical footing. 
(Letter to Karandhar, 26 January 1973.) 

Concerning the festivals, it is a very good idea to have 
festivals on the major celebrations, at least four to five 
each year. (Letter to Jayapataka Swami, 6 June 1976.) 

So far the speaking engagements are concerned, 
they must be well organized and sponsored so that 
there will be enough publicity and many people will 
come. We are not cheap — we want to speak some¬ 
thing — but there must be good accommodations 
provided. There must be good sound system, and 
there must be good publicity beforehand so that 
many may know of us and come. (Letter to Uddhav 
and Chidanand, 26 February 1968.) 

Deceiving the Guru 

From the Mahabharata, Santi-parva 

When the great war had ended and appropriate 
libations had been offered to all those who had 
been killed, the Pandavas, Vidura, Dhritarashtra, 
and all ladies from the royal palace stayed outside 
the city for a month on the banks of the Ganges for 
the purpose of self-purification. 

At that time, many saints, ascetics and perfected 
souls approached King Yudhisthir. They included 
Vyasadev, Narada, Devala, Devasthana, and Kanva 
along with their respective disciples. Besides these 
sages, many other brahmanas who were knowers of 
the Veda had also arrived along with other devoted 
householders and graduated students. 

Yudhisthir offered worship to all of them according 
to their seniority. Thereafter, the sages were offered 
opulent seats to sit upon. After accepting worship 
from Yudhisthir on the banks of the Ganga, those 
thousands of sages tried to console him. 

Sri Narada Muni, after conversing with other sages 
like Vyasa, etc., asked Yudhisthir as follows, “0 King! 
By your strength and the mercy of Lord Krishna, you 
have won over the earth in a religious way. How for¬ 
tunate it is that you have escaped alive from this war! 
You are dedicated to following ksatriya-dharma. Are 
you happy now, O King? After earning much wealth, 
does your mind trouble you in any way?” 


Yudhisthir replied, “0 best amongst the sages! Due 
to being sheltered by Krishna, due to the blessings of 
the brahmanas , and due to the strength of Bhima and 
Arjuna, I won over this planet. However, my heart is 
always afflicted with pain for I destroyed my dynasty 
simply due to my greed. After losing Subhadra’s son, 
Abhimanyu, and the sons of Draupadi, this victory 
appears as good as defeat to me. 

“Draupadi is always engaged in our welfare. Her 
sons and brothers were all slaughtered in the war. 0 
sage! Now it greatly pains me whenever I look at her. 
And if this was not enough, my mother Kunti has put 
me in greater distress by hiding the fact that Kama 
was our brother. Kama — who had the strength of ten 
thousand elephants, who had no other warrior equal 
to his strength, who was extremely intelligent, chari¬ 
table, merciful, and the upholder of vows, who had 
complete confidence in his strength, who was swift in 
delivering weapon attacks and fighting in unique and 
surprising ways, whose valor was exquisite —was our 
brother who was secretly bought into this world by 
Mother Kunti. He was our brother! Mother Kunti told 
us all this while we were offering libations for him. 

“She also said that he was born from the sun god. 
When Kama was born, Mother Kunti, who was un¬ 
married, put him in a box out of fear of public opinion 
and cast away the box in the flow of the Ganga. Thus, 
Kama, who was considered by the entire world as the 
son of a servant lady named Radha, was actually our 
brother and the eldest son of Kunti. 

“Not knowing this, I killed him due to my greed. 
Thinking about this, my body feels a burning sensa¬ 
tion. None of us five brothers knew about his real 
identity. He knew that he was the son of Mother 
Kunti, for she had once approached him and told him 
the truth. Yet he did not agree to a truce. Back then, 
he told Mother Kunti that he was unable to leave 
Duryodhan, for if he would leave Duryodhan then 
he would become infamous as a lowly, ungrateful 
soul. Many would have said that Kama, being afraid 
of Arjuna, had declared a truce. Therefore Kama told 
Mother Kunti that he would seek a truce only after 
winning over Arjuna in battle. 

“Hearing this, Mother Kunti had requested him 
with a trembling voice to spare the remaining four 
brothers. He assured Mother Kunti that even if any of 
the other four brothers were trapped by his arrows, 
he wouldn’t kill any of them. If he would be killed, 
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Bhishmadev on the bed of arrows speaking to Yudhisthir 


Arjuna would live, and if Arjuna would die, he would 
live. In this way he assured Mother Kunti that in 
either case she would still have five sons. 

“This was kept a secret by Kama as well as by 
Mother Kunti. Hence our own brother was killed 
by our hands! If Kama and Arjuna would have been 
with me I could have defeated even Indra. When 
the ill-minded sons of Dhritarashtra were giving so 
much trouble to Draupadi in the assembly during 
the dice game, the harsh words of Kama certainly 
caused a great deal of anxiety for me. However, my 
anger against him diminished when I looked at his 
feet because they resembled the feet of Mother Kunti. 

“My mind would never become too angry at him, 
but I never knew why. 0 sage! Can you please tell me 
why Kama’s chariot was caught by the force of the 
earth, and what caused all this misfortune to fall on 
him? Kindly tell me all this, for you are the knower 
of past, present and future.” 

Hearing this, Sri Narada replied, “Although this is 
a secret known only to the demigods, I am revealing 
it to you, 0 Yudhisthir. The demigods were thinking 
of a way to rid the earth of its burden in the form 
of the ksatriyas by having them all slaughtered, and 
thus purified by weapons they would attain heaven. 
In order to achieve this, they arranged for the ef¬ 
fulgent Kama to be born from the maiden Kunti. His 
nature from birth created enviousness in his mind 
towards the strength of Bhima, the agility of Arjuna, 
your intelligence, and the good conduct of Nakul and 
Sahadev. Seeing that the general populace loved you 


very much, he would burn with anxiety. Therefore, 
he made friends with Duryodhan from his very youth. 

“Seeing Arjuna’s excellence in archery, he once 
approached Dronacharya and requested him in a 
lonely place — ‘Gurudev! I would like to learn the art 
of throwing and retracting a brahmastra. 1 

“Dronacharya knew of the rivalry between Kama 
and Arjuna. Dronacharya also knew of Kama’s 
malicious nature. He therefore told Kama, ‘Only a 
brahmana -born or ksatriya-born who has properly 
followed all his vows is eligible to learn this science.’ 

“Hearing this, Kama humbly said, Very well,’ and 
taking permission from Dronacharya he immediately 
left that place. He then approached Sri Parshuram and 
falsely introduced himself as a brahmana from the lineage 
of Bhrigu. He offered obeisances to Sri Parshuram and 
became his disciple. Sri Parshuram welcomed him, 
saying, ‘Welcome son! Stay here happily.’ 

“Kama then stayed peacefully at Mahendra Hill, the 
residence of Sri Parshuram. There he began the study of 
the science of throwing and retracting the brahmastra. 
There he got the opportunity to meet many demigods, 
heavenly singers, and other denizens of heaven. 

“One day, as he was walking alone near the residence 
of Parshuram near the ocean, with a sword and a bow 
in his hand, a cow belonging to a Vedic reciter suddenly 
approached him. The sages did not come to bring her 
back for they were busy in their daily fire sacrifices. 

“By the arrangement of providence, Kama mistook 
the cow to be a violent animal and chopped off her head 
with his sword. When he realized what had happened, 
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he went to the brahmana who owned her and confessed 
his sin. The brahmana , being angry at Kama, cursed him, 
saying, ‘You sinner! You are destined to be slaughtered 
yourself. When your end approaches near, the earth 
will firmly grab the wheels of your chariot and your 
head will be chopped off from your body/ 

“Kama tried to please the brahmana by giving 
many cows and other valuables in charity to him, 
but the brahmana said that the curse could not be 
retracted. Lowering his head with anxiety, Kama 
returned back to Sri Parshuram. 

“Parshuram was extremely pleased on seeing 
Kama’s strength, affection, service attitude, and self- 
control. He taught all sciences related to the discharge 
and retraction of the brahmastra to Kama. 

“One day, when Sri Parshuram experienced some 
fatigue due to fasting, he thought of taking rest. Out 
of affection, he took rest in Kama’s lap. At that time, 
a deadly stinging carnivorous insect who would feed 
on the blood and flesh of others climbed onto the lap 
of Kama and pierced the leg of Kama with his stinger. 
Due to the wound caused by the sting, Kama’s leg started 
slowly bleeding. Kama did not move even a bit, although 
he was in much pain, for he did not want to wake up his 
gum. When the blood dripped on Sri Parshuram’s body, he 
woke up and said to Kama, ‘Hey! You’ve become impure. 
What happened? Please tell me without fear.’ 
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“Kama told of the insect’s sting. As soon as Sri 
Parshuram saw the insect, he killed it with his mere 
glance. A surprising event then occurred. A fearsome 
demon became visible in the sky. The demon folded 
his hands in front of Sri Parshuram, and said, ‘0 great¬ 
est amongst sages! Thank you for relieving me of the 
hellish situation of life that I was suffering in. Now I 
will return back to the place that I had come from.’ 

“Sri Parshuram asked the demon, ‘Who are you and 
how did you fall into such a dreadful condition of life?’ 

“The demon replied, ‘0 Lord! In satya-yuga I was the 
demon named Damsha. I forcibly tried to kidnap the 
wife of the sage Bhrigu. I was cursed in turn by him to 
fall into a hellish condition of life as a carnivorous insect. 
Upon my begging forgiveness from him, he blessed 
me by saying that the duration of the condition of be¬ 
ing in that insect body would end by the glance of Sri 
Parshuram, who would be born in his dynasty. Now that 
I’ve met you, my punishment is over.’ Saying this, he 
left that place after paying obeisances to Sri Parshuram. 

“Parshuram then angrily asked Kama, ‘0 fool! The 
pain of the sting of that kind of insect is something that 
a brahmana can never tolerate. Your tolerance of pain 
is like that of a ksatriya. Tell me actually who you are.’ 

“Afraid of the consequences, Kama fell on the 
ground and revealed his identity by saying, ‘0 Lord! 

I am born in a caste named suta which is distinct 
from a brahmana and a sudra. People address me as 
Radheya, the son of Radha. Being greedy to learn the 
science of the brahmastra , I lied to you. Since the guru 
who guides us is as good as our father, I had uttered 
the name of your lineage when you asked me mine.’ 

“Saying this, Kama trembled and fell on the 
ground while folding his hands. Sri Parshuram 
laughed sarcastically, and said, ‘0 fool! By speaking 
lies to me you have cheated me. Therefore, when 
your death will be near and you’ll most desperately 
need this brahmastra , you’ll forget all about invoking 
it. However, in all other times of war you will remain 
unmatched.’ Saying this, Sri Parshuram left.’ 

Sri Narada concluded, “All these factors, includ¬ 
ing the fact that Kama’s divine armor and earrings 
were taken away by Indra, contributed to his death. 
Therefore, 0 Yudhisthir, do not lament the death of 
Kama, knowing it to be a pre-destined event.” V 

— Translated from Hindi by Hari Parshad Das. Samksipta 
Mahabharata , Volume 2. Edited by Jaydayal Goyandka. Gita Press, 
Gorakhpur. 







